Out  of  the 


%mn's  Ben 


and  straight  to  you 

Our  top-of-the-liney  premium  quality 

GENUINE  LEATHER 
Men's  Loafers 


per 
pair 


Air-  Cooled  Handwoven  Uppers! 
Soft,  Supple  Genuine  Leather! 

It's  a  whole  new  take  on  sumnner  style. 
.So  comfortable  and  versatile,  we've 
seen  them  worn  with  everything 
from  suits  to  shorts!  Imported 
and  fully  cushioned,  with 
foam-backed  sock  linings, 
added  arch  support,  and 
long-wearing  cushion 
crepe  sole  and  heel.  - 
.A/ow  ThaVs  Comfort! 
Less  than  ~3 
$20  a  pair. 
Hurry! 


2  pairs  38.25 

3  pairs  56.50 


©  7BA-45H 

WHAT 
SIZE? 

WHAT 
WIDTH? 

HOW 
MANY? 

2K 

Light  Tan 

04 

Brown 

C6 

Two-Tone  Brown 

01 

Black 

for  postage  &  insurance.  GA  residents  add  sales  tax. 

□  Checl<  Enclosed      □  Discover/Novus-' 


purchase  price,  plus  $3.75 

□  Visa  □  MasterCard 
 Exp.:  /  


□  Mr.  □  Mrs.  □  Ms. 


Duke  Habernickel,  Pres. 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Peckville,  PA  18452 


^J00%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  r/me/J 


For  fastest  possible  service  calM-800- 742 -2263 


Order  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week! 
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ARTICLES 


HONORED  GLORY  Sentinel's  Creed  „ 

Memorial  Day  has  special  meaning  for  sentinels  guarding  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknowns.  M 

SOUNDING  THE  ALARM  ON  SECURITY,  READINESS  interview  by  ciiffKincaid 

Strom  Thurmond,  the  longest-serving  senator,  gets  right  to  the  point  on  politics  and  the  military,  n 

THE  EXPULSION  OF  GOD  By  Robert  D.  Novak 

Banning  school  prayer  has  placed  our  children  in  a  moral  -  or  immoral  -  straitjacket  II 

IS  PRIVACY  DEAD?  ByJayStuller 

Big  Brother  isn't  the  only  one  poking  around  in  your  private  life.  i| 

AMERICA  REMEMDERS  ALLIED  INVASION  By  Phyllis  lamer  „ . 

The  D-Day  Museum  in  New  Orleans,  opening  June  6,  celebrates  the  American  spirit  in  WWII,  o 


PUniNG  VETS  ON  A  ^HIRE'  PLANE  Bytayne  Cameron 

The  American  Legion  is  at  the  front  lines  for  veterans  seeking  employment. 
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REVISITING  THE  BLUE  AND  GRAY  By  Peter  B.  Rose 

The  thunder  of  cannons  returns  to  the  Civil  War  battlefield  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ma. 


I. 


T  M  E  IM  T  S 


BIG  ISSUES  Should  the  United  States  continue  aid  to  Russia? 


31 


VETVOICE                  4  WASHINGTON  WATCH 

SGVETS 

i 

COMMANDER'S  MESSAGE  11  LEGION  NEWS 

41  PARTING  SHOTS 

i! 

COVER  The  American  Legion  honors  our  fallen  heroes. 

Photo  illustration  by  Holly  K.  Soria. 

The  American  Legion  magazine,  a  leader  among  national  general-interest  publications,  is  published 
monthily  by  The  American  Legion  for  its  2.7  million  members.  These  wartime  veterans,  worl<ing  through 
nearly  1 5,000  community-level  Posts,  dedicate  themselves  to  God  and  Country  and  traditional  Ameri- 
can values;  strong  national  security;  adequate  and  compassionate  care  for  veterans,  their  widows  and 
orphans;  community  service;  and  the  wholesome  development  of  our  nation's  youths. 
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U.S.  state  Quarter  Collector  Map! 


P    D 

Philadelphia  Denver 


»  you  can  get  ALL  50  State 
Quarters  of  each  mint! 


Discover  our  country's  exciting  history,  one  state  at  a  time! 


m95 
■  (map 

embossed  map  will  hold  them  all  as  they  are  Issued  (based  on  their  order  of  alone) 
admission  Into  the  Union)  until  2008!  Our  Quarter  Sets  are  "Brilliant  Uncirc- 
ulated." U.S.  Government  Mint  coins,  difficult  to  find,  and  destined  for  greatness! 
The  tst  6  coins:  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts.  Georgia  S"^  0?£ch 
and  Connecticut  are  available  from  both  Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints  for:    set  of  6  coins 


Buy  two  maps,  one  for  each  mintJ 


100  stale  Quarters  will  be  Issued  In  the  historic  series.  50  from  each  mint.  After  each  coin  is 
issued,  it  will  never  be  minted  again!  These  sturdy  display  maps  will  hold  them  all  safely! 

□  Map  alone,  no  coins,  $14.95,       □  Map  with  6  coins,  $14.95    □  Two  maps  with  12  coins  (2  from  ea. 
plus  $6.50  Shpg/Hdig.,  $21.45       plus  $10.50,  plus  $6.50      state,  ea  mint)  maps,  $29.90,  coins, 

□  Two  maps  alone,  no  coins,  $29.90     ShpgAHdIg...  $31 .95         $21.00,  plus  $6.50  Shpg/Hdlg.,$57.40 
plus  $6.50  Shpg/HdIg., $36.40  The  specialty  department  store  they  come  from  everywhere! 


Dept 


To  order,  call  toll-FREE  1  -800-633-31 00  Trac 

IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY...we  ship  within  24  hours! 


}  due  lo  market  supply  &  demand) 


FACTORY 


DIRECT! 

The  New-for-2000  DIT  TRIMMER/ 

MOWER  Is  the  easiest-to-use,  best 
performing  trimmer-on-wheels  ever! 

•  NEW  MODELS— from  the  easy- 
handling  SPRirvrP'...to  the  lowest- 
priced-ever  6.0  HP  PRO.. .to  the  powerful 
6.75  HP  COMMERCIAL! 

•  NEW  FEATURES—  instant 
cord  attachment/height  adjustment, 
anti-wrap,  edging  and  optional 
brush  cutting  capability  on  all 
DR®  models! 


•  FACTORY  DIRECZ 
TO  YOUR  DOOR 
SERVICE  — 

no  hassling  with 
traffic,  parking, 
pick-up,  or  hauling!' 

Takes  the  place  of  both 
your  rotary  mower  and  your 
hand-held  trimmer! 
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Mow  there  are  DR' 
models  (or  every  property! 


Pre-Season 
Savings  now 
in  effect 


TOLL 


SO,  before  you  buy  any,  trimmer  or  mower 
this  season,  send  for  your  FREE  CATALOG 
on  the  ALL-NEW  DIT  TRIIVIMER/IVIOWER'"! 


For  your  FREE,  24-page  DR*  TRIMMER/ 
MOWER"'  CATALOG,  including  how  you  can  try 
out  a  DR'  RISK  FREE  on  your  property  for  30 
days,  mail  this  coupon  today! 

Name   i 

AML  - 

Address   i 

City  State  ZIP   i 


rm"  COUNTRY  HOME  PRODUCTS',  Dept.  5964T 
Un  Meigs  Road,  P.O.  Box  25,  Vergennes,  VT  05491  ] 
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Decfc  and  Patio  Owners: 


Outsmart  the  Weather! 


With  a  SunSetter®  Retractable  Awning,  you  can  choose  full  sun, 
partial  shade  or  total  protection  from  rain  or  sun... 


Now  get  three  times  the  use  of  your  deck  with  the 
adjustable,  affordable  SunSetter  Awning.  It  makes 
your  deck  or  patio  like  an  additional  room  on  your 
house!  Lets  you  enjoy  your  deck  or  patio  rain  or 
shine.  Protects  your  family,  guests  and  patio  furniture 
from  rain,  harsh  sun  and  harmful  UV  rays  far  better 
than  a  tippy  patio  umbrella.  Adds  to  the  beauty  and 
value  of  your  home.  Expertly  crafted  in  America  for 
years  of  maintenance-free  enjoyment. 


Save  with  factory-direct  pricing 
Superb  quality  -  5  year  warranty 
100%  waterproof  fabric 
installs  over  any  kind  of  siding 
Retracts  flat  against  the  house 
No  need  to  take  it  down  in  winter 

Call  Toll  Free: 


FREE  VIDEO!  1-800-876-8060 


and 
Complete 
Information 


24  hours  a  day/7  days  a  week    Ext.  691 1 


Fax_78 1-32J_-8650.  Orjnmjjinsjcou^on  toda^. 

,  please  rush  me  my  FREE  video,  plus  FREE 
information  on  SunSetter  Awnings,  including  your  factory- 
direct  pricing  and  special  limited-time  savings. 
Name    


City. 


_State  Zip_ 


TIL  Industries,  DeDt.6911, 184  Charles  Street,  Maiden,  MA  02148 


The  Retractable  Patio  &  Deck  Awning  j 

NEW  MOTORIZED  MODEL  SHOWN  ABOVE! 


An  Eye-Opener  on  China 

Thank  you  for  publishing  Frank 
Gaffney's  article  on  China  ("Are  the 
United  States  and  China  on  a  Collision 
Course?"  March).  Maybe  in  November 
we  can  get  an  administration  that  will 
stop  kowtowing  to  the  Chinese  regime 
communists. 

-  William  A.  Robinson 
Seligman,  Ariz. 

Cleland  Captured  Mono 

The  March  is- 
sue captured  our 
motto  "For  God 
and  Country." 
Sen.  Max  Cle- 
land' s  article 
("Going  for  the 
Max")  and  the 
sad  but  heroic 
story  of  Ron 
Robertson  ("He- 
roic Legionnaire  Dies  Subduing  Gun- 
man") touched  my  heart. 

-  David  Bole  a  Jr.,  Sanborn,  N.Y. 

No  Political  Cliess  Game 

Sen.  John  Kerry's  lack  of  a  response 
to  "Are  U.S.  Military  Forces  overcom- 
mitted?"  ("Big  Issues,"  March)  didn't 
even  begin  to  answer  the  question.  His 
response  shows  just  how  out  of  touch 
he,  the  Democratic  Party  and  some  Re- 
publicans are  when  it  comes  to  over- 
committing  the  U.S.  military. 

It's  time  we  take  the  money  used  on 
these  deployments  to  rebuild  our  se- 
verely depleted  and  broken  equipment, 
and  provide  better  pay  and  housing  for 
our  men  and  women  in  uniform.  Ker- 
ry's right  that  the  military  deserves  bet- 
ter pay,  but  that  will  not  keep  soldiers 
in  uniform  nor  will  it  attract  future  en- 
listees. The  U.S.  military  will  continue 
to  dwindle  in  numbers  as  long  as  we 
play  the  role  of  a  world  police  force. 

Perhaps  the  way  to  attract  and  retain 
quality  service  members  is  to  pay  and 
equip  them  well  and  develop  a  real  na- 
tional security  strategy  instead  of  some 
lame  political  game  of  human  chess. 

-Jim  Grove,  Baltimore 


More  Gun-Control  Spin 

Anyone  who  watched  President  Clin- 
ton's  State  of  the  Union  speech  should 


have  noticed  a  new  spin  on  the  gun-con- 
trol debate.  He  used  his  national  forum  to 
help  those  who  want  incremental  disar- 
mament of  private  citizens,  which  is  in  vi- 
olation of  the  Second  Amendment. 

Anti-gun  forces  realized  salesmanship 
is  more  effective  using  "positive"  terms. 
The  results  were  seen  in  the  president's 
use  of  gun  safety  laws  outlined  in  the 
speech.  How  could  anyone  oppose  safety 
regulations?  Opponents  would  be  brand- 
ed as  extremists  encouraging  careless  use 
of  weapons.  We  can  look  for  this  kind  of 
attack  in  the  upcoming  elections. 

We  will  no  doubt  be  encouraged  to 
disarm  ourselves  for  our  own  safety.  Isn't 
language  a  wonderful  thing? 

-  Paul  Mammano,  Apple  Valley,  Calif. 

Europe  Sliould  Grow  Up 

Regarding  "No  Break  in  Sight  for 
Troops  in  Balkans,"  in  February,  it  is 
sad  to  see  that  the  United  States  is  be- 
coming involved  in  Europe's  problems 
yet  again.  After  bailing  the  Europeans 
out  of  World  Wars  I  and  II;  after  feed- 
ing  them  be- 
tween and  after 
the  wars,  re- 
building their 
countries,  giving 
them  foreign  aid 
for  the  last  centu- 
ry and  protecting 
them  from  the  ^itfMI'' si^^Mf 
Soviet  Union  for 
the  last  half  century,  we  are  once  again 


WE  WANT  YOUR  OPINIONS 


The  American  Legion  Magazine 
welcomes  letters  conceming  articles 
that  appear  in  the  publication.  Letter 
writers  are  also  encouraged  to  submit 
photographs  of  themselves  for 
possible  publication  with  their  letters. 
Be  sure  to  include  your  hometown 
and  a  daytime  phone  number  for 
verification.  All  letters  are  subject  to 
editing.  Send  your  opinions  to: 

The  American  Legion  Magazine 
P.O.  80x1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

You  can  also  contact  us  via  e- 
mail  directly  or  through  the  World 
Wide  Web: 

e-mail:  tal@legion.org 
Internet:  http://www.legion.org 


trying  to  save  them  from  themselves. 

I  totally  disagree  with  placing  our 
troops  again  in  a  place  that  has  never 
given  us  aid  or  assistance  when  we 
needed  it.  It's  time  for  Europe  to  grow 
up  and  evolve,  and  not  at  the  expense 
of  our  proud  service  members. 
-  George  Kalishevich,  Coaldale,  Pa. 

Uphold  nor  Rights 

Some  of  the  presidential  candidates 
have  a  severe  conflict  regarding  what  they 
are  saying  now  and  the  oath  to  uphold  and 
protect  the  Constitution. 

"The  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and 
bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed,"  is  still 
part  of  the  Constitution.  Arguing  that  it  is 
archaic  is  irrelevant.  "The  right  of  the 
people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  hous- 
es, papers,  and  effects,  against  unreason- 
able searches  and  seizures,"  is  another 
part  of  the  Constimtion  that  has  not  been 
protected. 

Voters  need  to  realize  that  these 
politicians  must  lie  under  presidential 
oath  in  order  to  enforce  proposed  gun 
legislation  and  current  drug  search  and 
seizure  policies.  Let's  elect  people  who 
will  strictly  enforce  the  Constitution,  not 
strip  us  of  the  rights  that  it  guarantees. 
-  Randolph  Beeman,  Front  Royal,  Va. 

Real  life  Hero  Ron 

Once  again,  I  hold  my  head  high 
and  thank  God  I  am  a  citizen  of  the 
greatest  nation  ever  known  to  man.  I 
just  finished  reading  Layne  Cameron's 
article  on  an  authentic  American  hero 
("Heroic  Legionnaire  Dies  Subduing 
Gunman,"  March). 

Ron  placed  his  life  in  harm's  way 
only  to  come  home  and  be  executed  by 
one  of  those 
whose  freedom 
he  fought  to 
preserve.  Some 
might  say  they 
can't  believe 
there  are  still 
people  like  Ron 
Robertson.  I 
tell  them  there 
are  many. 
Many  heroes  do  heroic  things  every 
day  that  go  unnoticed  and  unthanked.  No 
one  group  knows  this  better  than  the  Leg- 
ionnaires. I'm  proud  to  be  an  American 
and  I'm  very  proud  to  be  a  Legionnaii-e. 
-Joe  Doyen,  Hammondsport,  N.Y. 
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Shouldn't  every  anniversary 
feel  like  the  first? 


ISsoRect 


No  matter  how  many  years  have  passed  since  your  honeymoon,  a  healthy  sexual  relationship 
is  just  as  important  now  as  it  was  then.  The  VasoRect™  Formula  from  Real  Health  Laboratories 
helps  maintain  overall  sexual  health  and  erectile  functioning.  Its  natural  formula  is  based 
on  Nobel  Prize-winning  science  and  it  is  100%  guaranteed. 

So  if  you  want  to  help  make  every  anniversary  better  than  R  C^i  HEALTH® 
the  last,  make  The  VasoRect  Formula  a  part  of  your  life  today.  LABORATORIES 


Available  in 

Military  Commissaries 


CVS 

phaimacy 


(^^tiZZjD     OscoDrua     Savon  drugs. 


These  statements  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration.  This  product  is  not  intended  to  diagnose,  treat,  cure  or  prevent  any  dis 


RELIEF  FROM  OSTEOARTHRITIS  PAIN. 


Celebrex,  the  #1  selling  brand  of  prescription  arthritis  nnedication*  delivers 
powerful  24-hour  relief  of  your  osteoarthritis  pain  and  inflammation.  Celebrex  is  a 
scientific  breakthrough;  the  first  product  to  target  only  the  COX-2  enzyme.  By  effectively 
reducing  pain,  inflammation  and  stiffness  24  hours  a  day,  Celebrex  can  help  you  with 
everyday  activities  like  standing,  walking  or  climbing  stairs,  and  through  the  night  while 
resting  in  bed. 

Celebrex  should  not  be  taken  in  late  pregnancy  or  if  you  have  allergic  reactions, 
such  as  asthma,  to  aspirin  or  other  arthritis  medicines  or  certain  sulfa  drugs  called 
sulfonamides.  In  rare  cases,  serious  stomach  problems  such  as  bleeding  can  occur  without 
warning.  Tell  your  doctor  if  you  have  kidney  or  liver  problems. 

Celebrex  has  been  extensively  studied  in  large  clinical  trials.  The  most  common 
side  effects  were  indigestion,  diarrhea  and  abdominal  pain.  The  percentage  of  patients 
who  stopped  taking  Celebrex  due  to  all  side  effects  (7. 1  %)  was  similar  to  sugar  pill  (6. 1  %). 

This  information  cannot  replace  your  doctor's  advice.  Only  your  doctor  can 
assess  the  benefits  and  risks  to  decide  if  Celebrex  is  right  for  you. 


Discover  Celebrex. 
Powerful  24-hour  relief  from  osteoarthritis  pain. 


(CELECOXIB  CAPSULES) ^°o8Si 


Call  I  -888-326-8469  or  visit  www.celebrex.com  for  more  information. 


*Does  not  include  generic  products. 
IMS  National  Prescription  Audit  1/1/99  - 12/31/99 
©  2000  Searle  CE18917T 


Please  see  following  page  for  important  product  information. 


BRIEF  SUMMARY-CELEBREX®  (celecoxib  capsules) 

of  OA,  and  of  RA  in  adults. 


INDICATIONS  AND  USAGE 

For  relief  of  tfie  signs  and  s 
CONTRAINDICATIONS 

CELEBREX  is  contraindicatec 


lindicated  in  patients  with  known  hypersensitivity  to  celecoxib.  CELEBREX  should 
not  be  given  to  patients  who  have  demonstrated  allergic-type  reactions  to  sulfonamides,  CELEBREX 
should  not  be  given  to  patients  who  have  experienced  asthma,  urticaria,  or  allergic-type  reactions 
after  taking  aspirin  or  other  NSAIDs.  Severe,  rarely  fatal,  anaphylactic-like  reactions  to  NSAIOs  have 
been  reported  in  such  patients  (see  WARNINGS-Anaphylactoid  Reactions,  and  PRECAUTIONS- 
Preexisting  Asthma). 
WARNINGS 

Gastrointestinal  (Gil  Effects  -  Risk  of  Gl  Ulceration,  Bleeding,  and  Perforation:  Serious  Gl  toxicity 
such  as  bleeding,  ulceration,  and  perforation  of  the  stomach,  small  intestine  or  large  intestine,  can 
occur  at  any  time,  with  or  without  warning  symptoms,  in  patients  treated  with  NSAIDs.  Minor  upper 
Gl  problems,  such  as  dyspepsia,  are  common  and  may  also  occur  at  any  time  during  NSAID  therapy. 
Therefore,  physicians  and  patients  should  remain  alert  for  ulceration  and  bleeding,  even  in  the  absence 
of  previous  Gl  tract  symptoms.  Patients  should  be  informed  about  the  signs  and/or  symptoms  of 
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xperienced  significant  upper  Gl  bleeding, 
at  14  and  22  days  after  initiation  of  dosing.  Approximately  40%  of  these  5,285  patients  were  in  studies 
that  required  them  to  be  free  of  ulcers  by  endoscopy  at  study  entry.  Thus  it  is  unclear  if  this  study 
population  is  representative  of  the  general  population.  Prospective,  long-term  studies  required  to 
compare  the  incidence  of  serious,  clinically  significant  upper  Gl  adverse  events  in  patients  taking 
CELEBREX  vs.  comparator  NSAID  products  have  not  been  performed.  NSAIDs  should  be  prescribed 
with  extreme  caution  in  patients  with  a  prior  history  of  ulcer  disease  or  Gl  bleeding.  Most  sponta- 
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effective  dose  should  be  used  for  the  shortest  possible  duration.  For  high  u\ 
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alcoholism,  older  age,  and  poor  general  health  status. 
Anaphylactoid  Reactions:  As  with  NSAIDs  in  general,  anaph^ 

phylactic  reactions  and  angioedema  have  been  reported  in  pat 
should  not  be  given  to  patients  with  the  aspirin  triad.  This  sympt 
matic  patients  who  experience  rhinitis  with  or  without  nasal  polyps,  or  who  exhibit  severe,  poten- 
tially fatal  bronchospasm  after  taking  aspirin  or  other  NSAIDs  (see  CONTRAINDICATIONS  and  PRE- 
CAUTIONS —  Preexisting  Asthma).  Emergency  help  should  be  sought  in  cases  where  an  anaphylac- 

Advanced  Renal  Disease:  Treatment  with  CELEBREX  is  not  recommended. 

Pregnancy:  In  late  pregnancy  CELEBREX  should  be  avoided  because  it  may  cause  premature  closure 
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including  CELEBREX.  (See  ADVERSE  REACTIONS  -  post-marketir 
trials  of  CELEBREX,  the  incidence  of  borderline  elevations  of  liver 
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jdministration  of  NSAIDs  has  resulted  in  renal  papillary  necrosis  and  other 
renal  injury.  Renal  toxicity  has  also  been  seen  in  patients  in  whom  renal  prostaglandins  have  a  com- 
pensatory role  in  the  maintenance  of  renal  perfusion.  In  these  patients,  administration  of  an  NSAID 
may  cause  a  dose-dependent  reduction  in  prostaglandin  formation  and,  secondarily,  in  renal  blood 
flow,  which  may  precipitate  overt  renal  decompensation.  Patients  at  greatest  risk  of  this  reaction  are 
those  with  impaired  renal  function,  heart  failure,  or  liver  dysfunction,  those  taking  diuretics  and  ACE 
inhibitors,  and  the  elderly.  Discontinuation  of  NSAID  therapy  is  usually  followed  by  recovery  to  the 
pretreatment  state.  Clinical  trials  with  CELEBREX  have  shown  renal  effects  similar  to  those  observed 
with  comparator  NSAIDs.  Caution  should  be  used  when  initiating  treatment  with  CELEBREX  in  patients 
with  considerable  dehydration.  It  is  advisable  to  rehydrate  patients  first  and  then  start  therapy  with 
CELEBREX.  Caution  is  also  recommended  in  patients  with  pre-existing  kidney  disease  (see 
WARNINGS -Advanced  Renal  Disease). 

Hematological  Effects:  Anemia  may  occur.  In  controlled  clinical  trials  the  incidence  of  anemia  was 
0.6%  with  CELEBREX  and  0.4%  with  placebo.  Patients  on  long-term  treatment  with  CELEBREX  should 
have  their  hemoglobin  or  hematocrit  checked  if  they  exhibit  any  signs  or  symptoms  of  anemia  or 
blood  loss.  CELEBREX  does  not  generally  affect  platelet  counts,  prothrombin  time  (PT),  or  partial  throm- 
boplastin time  (PTT),  and  does  not  appear  to  inhibit  platelet  aggregation  at  indicated  dosages  (See 
CLINICAL  STUDIES-Special  Studies  -  Platelets  in  the  complete  prescribing  information). 
Fluid  Retention  and  Edema:  Fluid  retention  and  edema  may  occur  (see  ADVERSE  REACTIONS).  There- 
fore, CELEBREX  should  be  used  with  caution  in  patients  with  fluid  retention,  hypertension,  or  heart 
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f  cytochrome  P450  2D6.  Therefore,  there  is  a  potential  for  an  m  vivo  drug  interaction  with  drugs 
lat  are  metabolized  by  P450  2D6.  ACE  inhibitors:  Reports  suggest  that  NSAIDs  may  diminish  the 
ntihypertensive  effect  of  Angiotensin  Converting  Enzyme  (ACE)  inhibitors.  This  interaction  should 
e  given  consideration  in  patients  taking  CELEBREX  concomitantly  with  ACE-inhibitors.  Furosemide: 
linical  studies,  as  well  as  post  marketing  observations,  have  shown  that  NSAIDs  can  reduce  the 
Dme  patients.  This  response  has  been  attributed  to 
■in:  CELEBREX  can  be  used  with  low  dose  aspirin, 
ion  of  aspirin  with  CELEBREX  may  result  in  an  increased  rate  of  Gl 
compared  to  use  of  CELEBREX  alone  (see  CLINICAL  STUDIES- 
in  the  complete  prescribing  information).  Because  of  its  lack  of 
substitute  for  aspirin  for  cardiovascular  prophylaxis.  Fluconazole: 
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ing  lithium  450  mg  BID  with  CELEBREX  200  mg  BID  i 
Patients  on  lithium  treatment  should  be  closely  monitored 
drawn.  Methotrexate:  In  an  interaction  study  of  rheumatoic 
CELEBREX  did  not  have  a  significant  effect  on  the  pharmacokinetics  of  methotrexate.  Warfarin:  Anti- 
coagulant activity  should  be  monitored,  particularly  in  the  first  few  days,  after  initiating  or  changing 
CELEBREX  therapy  in  patients  receiving  warfarin  or  similar  agents,  since  these  patients  are  at  an 
increased  risk  of  bleeding  complications.  The  effect  of  celecoxib  on  the  anticoagulant  effect  of  warfarin 
was  studied  in  a  group  of  healthy  subjects  receiving  daily  doses  of  2-5  mg  of  warfarin.  In  these 
subjects,  celecoxib  did  not  alter  the  anticoagulant  effect  of  warfarin  as  determined  by  prothrombin 
time.  However,  in  post-marketing  experience,  bleeding  events  have  been  reported,  predominantly  in 
the  elderly,  in  association  with  increases  in  prothrombin  time  in  patients  receiving  CELEBREX  con- 
currently with  warfarin.  Carcinogenesis,  mutagenesis,  impairment  of  fertility:  Celecoxib  was  not  car- 
cinogenic in  rats  given  oral  doses  up  to  200  mg/kg  for  males  and  10  mg/kg  for  females  (approxi- 
mately 2-  to  4-fold  the  human  exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID)  or  in  mice  given 
oral  doses  up  to  25  mg/kg  for  males  and  50  mg/kg  for  females  (approximately  equal  to  human 
exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID)  for  two  years.  Celecoxib  was  not  mutagenic 
in  an  Ames  test  and  a  mutation  assay  in  Chinese  hamster  ovary  (CHO)  cells,  nor  clastogenic  in  a 
chromosome  aberration  assay  in  CHO  cells  and  an  in  vivo  micronucleus  test  in  rat  bone  marrow. 
Celecoxib  did  not  impair  male  and  female  fertility  in  rats  at  oral  doses  up  to  600  mg/kg/day  (approx- 
imately 11-fold  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  based  on  the  AUCo-24). 

Pregnancy:  Teratogenic  effects:  Pregnancy  Category  C.  Celecoxib  was  not  teratogenic  in  rabbits  up 
to  an  oral  dose  of  60  mg/kg/day  (equal  to  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  as  measured  by  AUCo-24); 
however,  at  oral  doses  3  150  mg/kg/day  (approximately  2-fold  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  as 

fused  and  sternebrae  misshapen,  was  observed.  A  dose-dependent  increase  in  diaphragmatic  hernias 
was  observed  in  one  of  two  rat  studies  at  oral  doses  3;30  mg/kg/day  (approximately  6-fold  human 
exposure  based  on  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  There  are  no  studies  in  pregnant  women.  CELEBREX 
should  be  used  during  pregnancy  only  if  the  potential  benefit  justifies  the  potential  risk  to  the  fetus. 
Nonteratogenic  effects:  Celecoxib  produced  preimplantation  and  post-implantation  losses  and 
reduced  embryo/fetal  survival  in  rats  at  oral  dosages  350  mg/kg/day  (approximately  6-fold  human 
exposure  based  on  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  These  changes  are  expected  with  inhibition  of  pros- 
taglandin synthesis  and  are  not  the  result  of  permanent  alteration  of  female  reproductive  function, 
nor  are  they  expected  at  clinical  exposures.  No  studies  have  been  conducted  to  evaluate  the  effect 
of  celecoxib  on  the  closure  of  the  ductus  arteriosus  in  humans.  Therefore,  use  of  CELEBREX  during 
the  third  trimester  of  pregnancy  should  be  avoided.  Labor  and  delivery:  Celecoxib  produced  no 
evidence  of  delayed  labor  or  parturition  at  oral  doses  up  to  100  mg/kg  in  rats  (approximately  7-fold 
human  exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  The  effects  of  CELEBREX  on  labor  and 
delivery  in  pregnant  women  are  unknown.  Nursing  mothers:  It  is  not  known  whether  this  drug  is 
excreted  in  human  milk.  Because  many  drugs  are  excreted  in  human  milk  and  because  of  the  poten- 
tial for  serious  adverse  reactions  in  nursing  infants  from  CELEBREX,  a  decision  should  be  made  whether 
to  discontinue  nursing  or  to  discontinue  the  drug,  taking  into  account  the  importance  of  the  drug  to 

Pediatric  Use:  Safety  and  effectiveness  in  pediatric  patients  below  the  age  of  18  years  have  not  been 

Geriatric  Use:  Of  the  total  number  of  patients  who  received  CELEBREX  in  clinical  trials,  more  than 
2,100  were  65-74  years  of  age,  while  approximately  800  additional  patients  were  75  years  and  over. 
While  the  incidence  of  adverse  experiences  tended  to  be  higher  in  elderly  patients,  no  substantial 
differences  in  safety  and  effectiveness  were  observed  between  these  subjects  and  younger  subjects. 
Other  reported  clinical  experience  has  not  identified  differences  in  response  between  the  elderly  and 
younger  patients,  but  greater  sensitivity  of  some  older  individuals  cannot  be  ruled  out.  In  clinical 
studies  comparing  renal  function  as  measured  by  the  GFR,  BUN  and  creatinine,  and  platelet  function 
as  measured  by  bleeding  time  and  platelet  aggregation,  the  results  were  not  different  between  elderly 
and  young  volunteers. 
ADVERSE  REACTIONS 

Adverse  events  occurring  in  32%  of  Celebrex  patients  from  controlled  arthritis  trials,  regardless  of 
causality  at  recommended  doses  (N=4146):  abdominal  pain  4.1%,  diarrhea  5.6%,  dyspepsia  8.8%, 
flatulence  2.2%,  nausea  3.5%,  back  pain  2.8%,  peripheral  edema  2.1%,  injury-accidental  2.9%,  dizzi- 
ness 2.0%,  headache  16.8%,  insomnia  2.3%,  pharyngitis  2.3%,  rhinitis  2.0%,  sinusitis  5.0%,  upper  res- 
piratory tract  infection  8.1%,  rash  2.2%.  In  placebo-  or  active-controlled  clinical  trials,  the  discontin- 
uation rate  due  to  adverse  events  was  7.1%  for  patients  receiving  CELEBREX  and  6.1%  for  patients 

the  CELEBREX  treatment  groups  were  dyspepsia  and  abdominal  pain  (cited  as  reasons  for  discontin- 
uation in  0.8%  and  0.7%  of  CELEBREX  patients,  respectively).  Among  patients  receiving  placebo,  0.6% 
discontinued  due  to  dyspepsia  and  0.6%  withdrew  due  to  abdominal  pain.  The  following  adverse 
events  occurred  in  0.1-1.9%  of  patients  regardless  of  causality. 

Celebrex  1100-200  mg  BID  or  200  mg  QD):  Gl:  Constipation,  diverticulitis,  dysphagia,  eructation, 
esophagitis,  gastritis,  gastroenteritis,  gastroesophageal  reflux,  hemorrhoids,  hiatal  hernia,  melena, 
dry  mouth,  stomatitis,  tenesmus,  tooth  disorder,  vomiting;  Cardiovascular:  Aggravated  hypertension, 
angina  pectoris,  coronary  artery  disorder,  myocardial  infarction;  General:  Allergy  aggravated,  allergic 
reaction,  asthenia,  chest  pain,  cyst  NOS,  edema  generalized,  face  edema,  fatigue,  fever,  hot  flushes, 
influenza-like  symptoms,  pain,  peripheral  pain;  Resistance  mechanism  disorders:  Herpes  simplex. 
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liasis  genital,  otitis  media;  Central,  pertphei 
sia,  migraine,  neuralgia,  neuropathy,  pares 
sis,  breast  neoplasm,  breast  pain,  dysmenorrhea,  menstrual  disorder,  vaginal  hemorrhage,  vagini- 
tis; Male  reproductive:  Prostatic  disorder;  Hearing  and  vestibular:  Deafness,  ear  abnormality,  earache, 
tinnitus;  Heart  rate  and  rhythm:  Palpitation,  tachycardia;  Liver  and  biliary  system:  Hepatic  function 
abnormal,  SCOT  increased,  SGPT  increased;  Metabolic  and  nutritional:  BUN  increased,  CPK 
increased,  diabetes  mellitus,  hypercholesterolemia,  hyperglycemia,  hypokalemia,  NPN  increase,  cre- 
atinine increased,  alkaline  phosphatase  increased,  weight  increase;  Musculoskeletal:  Arthralgia, 
arthrosis,  bone  disorder,  fracture  accidental,  myalgia,  neck  stiffness,  synovitis,  tendinitis;  Platelets 
/bleeding  or  clotting):  Ecchymosis,  epistaxis.  thrombocythemia;  Psychiatric:  Anorexia,  anxiety, 
appetite  increased,  depression,  nervousness,  somnolence;  Hemic:  Anemia;  Respiratory:  Bronchitis, 
bronchospasm,  bronchospasm  aggravated,  coughing,  dyspnea,  laryngitis,  pneumonia;  Skin  and 
appendages:  Alopecia,  dermatitis,  nail  disorder,  photosensitivity  reaction,  pruritus,  rash  erythema- 
tous, rash  maculopapular.  skin  disorder,  skin  dry,  sweating  increased,  urticaria;  Application  site 
disorders:  Cellulitis,  dermatitis  contact,  injection  site  reaction,  skin  nodule;  Special  senses:  Taste  per- 
version; Urinary  system:  Albuminuria,  cystitis,  dysuria,  hematuria,  micturition  frequency,  renal 
calculus,  urinary  incontinence,  urinary  tract  infection;  Vision:  Blurred  vision,  cataract,  conjunctivitis, 
eye  pain,  glaucoma. 

Other  serious  adverse  reactions  which  occur  rarely  (estimated  <0.1%),  regardless  of  causality:  The 

following  serious  adverse  events  have  occurred  rarely  in  patients  taking  CELEBREX.  Cases  reported 
only  in  the  post-marketing  experience  are  indicated  in  italics.  Cardiovascular:  Syncope,  congestive 

gangrene,  thrombophlebitis,  vasculitis:  Gl:  Intestinal  obstruction,  intestinal  perforation,  gastrointes- 
tinal bleeding,  colitis  with  bleeding,  esophageal  perforation,  pancreatitis,  ileus;  Liver  and  biliary 
system:  Cholelithiasis,  hepatitis,  jaundice,  liver  failure;  Hemic  and  lymphatic:  Thrombocytopenia, 
agranulocytosis,  aplastic  anemia,  pancytopenia,  leukopenia;  Metabolic:  Hypoglycemia;  Nervous 
system:  Ataxia,  suicide;  Renal:  Acute  renal  failure,  interstitial  nephritis:  Skin:  Erythema  multiforme, 
exfoliative  dermatitis,  Stevens-Johnson  syndrome,  toxic  epidermal  necrolysis;  General:  Sepsis, 
sudden  death,  anaphylactoid  reaction,  angioedema. 
OVERDOSAGE 

Symptoms  following  acute  NSAID  overdoses  are  usually  limited  to  lethargy  drowsiness,  nausea, 
vomiting,  and  epigastric  pain,  which  are  generally  reversible  with  supportive  care.  Gl  bleeding  can 
occur.  Hypertension,  acute  renal  failure,  respiratory  depression  and  coma  may  occur,  but  are  rare. 
Anaphylactoid  reactions  have  been  reported  with  therapeutic  ingestion  of  NSAIDs,  and  may  occur 
following  an  overdose.  Patients  should  be  managed  by  symptomatic  and  supportive  care  following 
an  NSAID  overdose.  There  are  no  specific  antidotes.  No  information  is  available  regarding  the  removal 
of  celecoxib  by  hemodialysis,  but  based  on  its  high  degree  of  plasma  protein  binding  {>97%)  dialysis 
is  unlikely  to  be  useful  in  overdose.  Emesis  and/or  activated  charcoal  (60  to  100  g  in  adults,  1  to  2 
g/kg  in  children)  and/or  osmotic  cathartic  may  be  indicated  in  patients  seen  within  4  hours  of  inges- 
tion with  symptoms  or  following  a  large  overdose.  Forced  diuresis,  alkalinization  of  urine,  hemo- 
dialysis, or  hemoperfusion  may  no't  be  useful  due  to  high  protein  binding. 
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Article  Struck  a  CDord 

The  December  article  "Music  for 
the  Years" 
brought  back  a 
lot  of  memories 
for  this  old  man. 
In  the  late  1930s 
and  1940s,  I  was 
a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania 
State  College 
American  Le- 
gion Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  and  still 
remember  what  a  great  outfit  it  was. 

We  were  state  champions  for  four 
years  and  national  champs  in  1939.  For 
those  who  worked  so  hard  to  make  us 
the  best,  I  say,  "Thank  you."  For  those 
in  the  corps  today,  I  say,  "Go  for  it."  It 
sure  is  worth  it. 

-  Melvin  Neff,  Seven  Valleys,  Pa. 

Allow  Vouchers 

The  GI  Bill,  now  over  a  half-centu- 
ry  old,  should  refute  all  the  unjust,  il- 
logical decisions  handed  down  by 
courts  challenging  school  voucher  pro- 
grams. The  GI  Bill  allows  federal  mon- 
ey for  veterans  to  be  used  in  the  col- 
leges of  their  choice,  regardless  of  their 
religious  status. 

There  is  no  basis  for  jurisprudence 
attempting  to  thwart  the  use  of  tax 
money  for  school  vouchers  to  pay  for 
private  schools. 

-  Marvin  Doudna 
West  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 

Return  to  Core  Values 

So  this  is  the  last  of  eight  years  of  the 
most  "ethical"  administration  we  have 
ever  known?  The  America  we  live  in 
today  is  not  the  America  I  remember. 

Handshakes  used  to  be  as  good  as  a 
contract,  respect  was  shown  to  every- 
one and  there  was  no  question  as  to  the 
definition  of  words.  This  country  used 
to  be  full  of  Americans,  not  hyphenat- 
ed derivatives  spawned  by  the  media  or 
interest  group  bureaucrats. 

Neighbors  would  help  each  other 
out  of  the  goodness  of  their  hearts 
and  the  courts  weren't  inundated  by 
frivolous  lawsuits  from  people  refus- 
ing to  accept  responsibility  for  their 
own  actions.  We  used  to  get  the  news 
as  it  actually  happened,  not  reported 
out  of  context  and  distorted. 


If  the  era  of  big  government  is  over, 
why  is  it  still  one  of  the  largest  em- 
ployers in  the  nation?  Will  we  ever  get 
back  to  that  great  country  so  many 
fought  and  died  for? 

-  Herbert  Shimke,  Onekama,  Mich. 

Muhaniniad  All  is  No  Hero 

I  am  appalled  at  a  recent  bill  intro- 
duced by  Sen.  Jim  Bunning  of  Ken- 
tucky authorizing  the  Congressional 
Gold  Medal  for  Muhammad  Ali.  How 
soon  some  have  forgotten  that  Ali  re- 
fused to  serve  during  the  Vietnam  War. 

He  cited  religious  convictions 
against  military  service  despite  provi- 
sions that  afford  conscientious  objec- 
tors non-combatant  status. 

To  award  him  a  congressional 
medal  would  be  a  shameful  act  and  a 
slap  in  the  face  of  every  person  who 
ever  wore  a  uniform. 

-  L.  James  Binder, Woodbridge,  Va. 

Nold  Officials  Accountable 

Ours  is  a 
government  "of 
the  people,  by 
the  people,  and 
for  the  people." 
Americans 
have  spoken  and 
many  are  in  favor  of  a 
flag-protection  amendment. 

When  representatives  do  not  vote 
the  preference  of  the  people,  remember 
it  at  election  time.  To  those  in  Congress 
who  do  not  vote  the  will  of  their  con- 
stituents, be  ready  to  clean  out  your 
desks!  The  American  people  demand 
that  the  flag  be  protected. 

-  Tod  B.  Jennings,  Reno,  Nev. 

Tlie  Gift  of  Speed 

I  enjoyed  reading  "School  for  Fast 
Learners,"  in  March.  I  took  the  Richard 
Petty  Driving  Experience  at  the  Texas  In- 
ternational 
Speedway 
two  years 
ago.  My  fam- 
ily gave  it  to 
me  as  a  birth- 
day present. 

At  60,  I 
was  the  old- 
est in  my  group,  but  that  didn't  slow  me 
down!  It  was  an  exciting  experience  I 


would  recommend  to  anyone. 

-  Ron  Curtis,  Dayton,  Ohio 

Congressman  at  Work 

I  urge  all  in  the  veterans  community 
to  reach  out  to  their  elected  officials.* 
You  might  just  be  surprised  at  the  re- 
sponse you  get. 

Recently,  I  contacted  my  congress- 
man, Steny  Hoyer,  D-Md.  I  asked  him 
to  create  a  veterans  advisory  commit- 
tee to  relay  our  concerns  directly  to 
him  and  get  swift  results. 

He  enthusiastically  agreed  and  set  up 
a  committee  of  five  veterans  from  every 
county  and  10  statewide  leaders.  We  plan 
to  meet  three  or  four  times  each  year. 

This  way  we  veterans  know  that  the  is- 
sues of  concern  to  us  are  always  on  the 
congressman's  radar  screen.  Because 
Hoyer  is  a  straight 
shooter,  we  in  turn 
win  always  know  pre- 
cisely where  we  stand 
in  Congress  on  these 
and  other  important  is- 
sues. 

Granted,  the  resi- 
dents in  our  district 
are  very  fortunate  to 
have  a  congressman 
who  honors  the  sa- 
cred pact  this  country  has  made  with 
the  men  and  women  who  put  their  lives 
on  the  line  to  protect  it.  However,  it  is 
incumbent  on  us  -  the  veterans  com- 
munity -  to  prevail  upon  our  legislators 
to  continue  to  recognize  our  sacrifices. 

Too  often  our  voices  are  drowned 
out  and  our  concerns  are  lost  in  the 
shuffle.  As  my  experience  with  Con- 
gressman Hoyer  shows,  it  does  not 
have  to  be  that  way.  Let's  all  help  each 
other  harness  the  energy  of  the  veterans 
community  and  pull  together  behind 
elected  officials  like  Hoyer  to  make  our 
country  a  better,  safer  place  to  live. 

-  PNC  Clarence  Bacon 
Bethesda,  Md. 


PNC  Clarence 
Bacon 


Correction 


In  the  March  Veterans  Update,  the  ar- 
ticle titled  "New  law  provides  funeral 
honors  for  veterans"  should  have  stated 
that  as  of  Jan.  I,  the  Department  of  De- 
fense is  required  to  provide  tn'o  service 
members  -  active  duty,  resei-ve  or  Nation- 
al Guard  -  at  veterans'  funerals.  We 
apologize  for  the  error. 
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CUHUnU'S  KttSUl 


Message  to  China:  "Slag  eat  el  Taim" 


]  HE  COLD  WAR  IS  OVER,  but 
democracy  is  not  safe.  The  Peo- 
ple's Republic  of  China  proved 
that  when  it  upped  the  ante  in  its 
attempt  to  take  control  of  Tai- 
wan. The  communist  govern- 
ment issued  a  blunt  warning  that 
reinforces  its  scheme  for 
leclaiming  the  nearby  island 
nation.  There  is  no  doubt  China 
wants  the  reunification  to  happen  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  the  communists 
want  it  on  their  own  terms.  Of  course, 
China  has  dictated  terms  that  no  inde- 
pendent nation  could  accept. 

The  communist  leadership  said  it 
would  "spare  no  effort  in  a  blood- 
soaked  battle"  to  protect  China's  "terri- 
torial integrity"  if  Taiwan  does  not  pur- 
sue a  peaceful  settlement  through 
negotiations.  Chinese  President  Jiang 
Zemin  reaffirmed  China's  stance,  push- 
ing its  preference  for  negotiations,  but 
also  threatening  "drastic  measures"  if 
Taiwan  delays  indefinitely. 

The  United  States  cannot  allow  such 
bullying  to  occur.  We  need  to  send  a 
strong  message  to  the  communist  nation 
-  "Stay  out  of  Taiwan!" 

The  American  Legion,  which  has 
supported  Taiwan  since  that  republic's 
founding,  fully  supports  the  Taiwan 


Relations  Act  of  1979.  This  act  calls  for 
the  United  States  to  "provide  Taiwan 
with  arms  of  a  defensive  character;  and 
to  maintain  the  capacity  of  the  United 
States  to  resist  any  resort  to  force  or 
other  forms  of  coercion  that  would  jeop- 
ardize the  security,  or  the  social  or  eco- 
nomic system,  of  the  people  of  Taiwan." 

Now  that  Hong  Kong  and  Macau  are 
under  mainland  control,  many  observers 
note  a  growing  impatience  with  Tai- 
wan's independence.  Communist  China 
can  also  now  focus  all  of  its  "One- 
China"  policy  on  reclaiming  the  Repub- 
lic of  China. 

With  its  current  military  capacity, 
China  appears  to  be  incapable  of  the 
task.  Yet  make  no  mistake,  the  commu- 
nist nation  is  building  a  force  capable  of 
completing  its  mission.  With  China's 
recent  purchase  of  Russian  destroyers 
with  anti-ship  missiles,  it  is  readying 
itself  for  an  offensive  strike. 

Recognizing  this  long-term  agenda, 
the  House  passed  the  Taiwan  Security 
Enhancement  Act  by  a  wide  margin  in 
February.  The  proposed  legislation, 
which  awaits  a  vote  in  the  Senate,  pro- 
vides more  training  for  the  Taiwanese 
military,  as  well  as  a  direct  communica- 
tion link  between  the  United  States  and 
Taiwanese  armed  forces. 


National  Commander  Al  Lance 


It  is  no  surprise  that  China  vehe- 
mently opposes  such  support.  The  com- 
munist nation  lobbied  hard  against  the 
act,  claiming  "this  legislation  will  push 
Taiwan  closer  to  war."  (Foreign  nations 
lobbying  our  legislators  -  what's  wrong 
with  this  picture?) 

Use  of  such  language  simply  illus- 
trates the  fact  that  China  has  never 
masked  its  agenda  of  subduing  Taiwan. 
That  is  why  the  United  States  cannot 
send  mixed,  distorted  or  conflicting  sig- 
nals. Siace  The  American  Legion  con- 
siders Taiwan  to  be  a  strong  U.S.  ally 
and  an  important  partner  in  regional 
security  in  Asia,  we  believe  the  United 
States  should  continue  to  support  Tai- 
wan's national  defense.  We  clarified  our 
stance  during  the  Anaheim  National 
Convention  with  Resolution  No.  3, 
which  states:  "We  support  and  encour- 
age the  continued  sales  of  sophisticated 
American  weapons  systems  to  the 
Republic  of  China,  so  that  it  can  main- 
tain a  sufficient  self-defense  capability." 

In  all  probability.  The  American 
Legion  would  support  any  responsible 
retaliation  by  the  United  States  against 
an  attack  by  China  on  the  territorial 
integrity  of  Taiwan.  Let  us  demonstrate 
our  resolve  to  defend  a  valued  and  valu- 
able ally  and  let  Communist  China 
know  its  preparations  for  a  takeover  by 
force  will  not  be  sanctioned.  China 
should  come  to  its  senses  before  bullets 
and  missiles  take  the  place  of  diploma- 
cy, negotiation  and  statesmanship. 


Taiwan:  China's  "outlawed"  outpost  of  freedom 


The  People's 
Republic  of  China 
wants  to  pull 
Taiwan  into  its 
communist  fold, 
even  at  the  risk  of 
war. 
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3LE  SUPPORTING  PARALYZED  VETERANS  OE 


We  will  not  forget  the  heroes 
we  left  behind 


Dramatic  portrayal 
of  prisoner  and 
guard  tower  on 
polished  silver 
plated  escutcheon 


^^^^ 


Hand-finished 
stainless  steel  blade 


Individually  numbered 
Authenticated  with  the  official  PVA  logo 
Limited  forever  to  just  45  casting  days 
Limit:  one  knife  per  collector 


Sculptured  bronze-colored 
tour-ot-duty  stars 


Hand-enameled  to  portray 
the  Vietnam  Service  Medal 

Ribbon  with  lustrous 

22  kt.  gold  plating 


Crafted  with  polished 
and  antiqued 
silver  finishes 


POW-MIA:  We  Will  Not  Forget  Knife 
actual  size  of  71/4"  (extended) 


JIST  $3  7.50  WITH  A  LIFETIME  MO\EY-BACK  Gl  iRAINTEE. 


YOUR  purchase  directly  supports  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 
in  helping  our  paralyzed  heroes  achieve  dignity  and  independence. 
So  order  your  premiere,  numbered  edition  collector  knife  today! 


The  words  We  will  not  forget" 
still  ring  in  our  ears  and  stir 
our  emotions,  even  though  the 
Vietnam  war  ended  25  years  ago. 
To  help  us  remember  those  we 
left  behind,  Paralyzed  Veterans 
of  America  issues  this  hauntingly 
powerful  collector  knife.  Created 
by  the  award-winning  master 
knife  designer  Jared  Dietz,  this 
masterful  tribute  to  our  lost 
heroes  portrays  the  POW-MIA 
emblem  with  a  guard  tower  in 
the  background,  barbed  wire  all 
around  the  prison  camp  and  an 
American  soldier  wondering  if 


he  will  ever  make  it  home. 
Crafted  with  a  silver-plated 
frame  and  stainless  steel  blade 
the  knife  features  an  authentic 
depiction  of  the  Vietnam  Service 
Medal  Ribbon  in  rich  enamels 
and  lustrous  gold  plate  and  the 
three  tour  of  duty  stars.  This 
individually  numbered  limited 
edition  will  be  cherished 
forever.  To  honor  those 
who  never  returned 
and  help  our 
paralyzed 

veterans,  mail  ^  PSffL 
your  order  today 


VIMJIt  l*iir(-has«  tlii-««ll.y  b«iM>fii^ 


Mail  to:  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America  Please  mail  pmmpiiii 

Veterans  Commemoratives  Order  Center 
7453  Shipley  Avenue,  Harmons,  MD  21076 

YES.  I  wish  to  support  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America  by  ordering 
The  POW-MIA  commemorative  knife  including  a  Certificate  of 
Authenticity  and  Lifetime  Guarantee.  I  need  send  no  money  novi'. 
1  will  be  billed  for  $37.50*  when  my  knife  is  ready  to  be  sent  to 
me.  1  understand  I  may  only  acquire  one  knife. 


Signature. 


Mr/Mrs/Ms_ 

Address  

City  


.State  Zip_ 


Telephone(  )_ 


Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 

■r,ii.7r,l  Vi,-.  ,ri,  nl  Aiic.  t.r  ,  I  1>0W  A1.M  5/00  I 
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I  ACH  MEMORIAL  DAY,  we 
Americans  take  time  to  recall 
the  sacrifices  made  by  our 
veterans  and  honor  them  as 

 I  heroes.  For  those  who  guard 

the  Tomb  of  the  Unknowns, 
however,  remembering  and  hon- 
oring is  a  daily  duty.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  duty  is  expressed  in 
the  Sentinel's  Creed: 


My  dedication  to  tfiis  sacred  duty 
is  total  and  wiiolehearted 

In  the  responsibility  bestowed  on  me, 
never  will  I  falter 

And  with  dignity  and  perseverance, 
my  standard  will  remain  perfection. 


Through  the  years  of  diligence  and  praise, 
and  the  discomfort  of  the  elements, 
I  will  walk  my  tour  in  humble  reverence 
to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

It  is  he  who  commands  the  respect  I  protect, 
his  bravery  that  made  us  so  proud 

Surrounded  by  well-meaning  crowds  by  day 
alone  in  the  thoughtful  peace  of  night, 
this  soldier  will  in  Honored  Glory  rest 
under  my  eternal  vigilance. 

-  Sentinel's  Creed  of  the  Guard  of  the 
Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier 


mumw 


Sen.  Strom  Thurmond,  President  Pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate,  answers  questions  dur- 
ing his  interview  with  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 


on  Securiti,  leaiess 


STROM  THURMOND  was 
bom  during  the  Roosevelt  ad- 
ministration -  the  Theodore 
Roosevelt  administration,  that 
is.  Elected  to  the  U.S.  Senate  in 
1954,  he  is  its  longest-serving 
member  and  will  be  100  when 
he  leaves  office  in  2002. 
A  physical  fitness  buff  since  his  days 
on  the  Clemson  College  track  squad,  the 
South  Carolina  Republican  attributes  his 


Nearly  a 
century  dl^f 
of  service  »- 


longevity  to  a  daily  fitness  routine  and 
eating  right.  "No  sugar,  no  fat,  and  cut 
down  the  red  meat  if  you  can,"  he  says. 

Thurmond  has  served  the  people 
of  the  Palmetto  State  and  the  United 
States  for  76  years.  Commissioned 
as  an  Army  second  lieutenant  in 
1924,  he  was  promoted  to  major 
general  in  1959.  Before  being  elect- 
ed to  the  Senate,  Thurmond  served 
as  a  state  senator,  circuit  judge  and 


as  governor  of  South  Carolina. 

His  World  War  II  service  began  the 
day  America  declared  war  against 
Germany.  Thurmond  took  off  his 
robes  as  a  South  Carolina  circuit  judge 
and  volunteered  for  active  duty  -  even 
though  judges  were  exempt  from  mili- 
tary service. 

Following  his  WWH  service,  The 
American  Legion  was  the  first  veterans' 
organization  Thurmond  chose  to  join. 

His  Senate  office  is  adorned  with 
photographs  and  mementos  reflecting 
his  Senate  career,  military  service  and 
strong  national  defense  record.  Several 
facilities  have  been  named  for  the  sen- 
ator, including  the  Strom  Thurmond 
Soldier  Service  Center  at  Fort  Jack- 
son, S.C.  He  has  been  awarded  some 
34  honorary  degrees. 

Washington  Watch  columnist  Cliff 
Kincaid  interviewed  Sen.  Thurmond 
for  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE:  in 

the  Senate,  you  gained  a  reputation 
as  an  authority  on  military  issues 
and  an  advocate  of  a  strong  national 
defense.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the 
condition  of  our  military  today? 

Sen.  Thurmond:  we  have  a  fine  mii 

itary.  But  it  has  become  weakened  by 
years  of  inadequate  funding.  It  is  essen- 
tial that  we  strengthen  our  military  by 
improving  our  armed  forces'  quality  of 
life  and  readiness,  and  updating  equip- 
ment. During  the  past  several  years  we 
have  jeopardized  our  national  security 
by  dramatically  increasing  deployments 
while  continuing  to  shrink  the  size  of 
our  armed  forces. 


0:  Are  U.S. 
troops  being 
overdeployed  on 
these  peacekeep- 
ing missions? 

Al  American 
troops  are  current- 


1902:  Born  in  Edgefield,  S.C. 
■  1923:  Graduated  from 
Clemson  College  with  a 
B.S.  in  horticulture. 


■1929-33:  Served 
as  superintendent 
of  education, 
Edgefield  County. 


-■1933-38: 

Elected  to  South 
Carolina  State 
Senate.  


■1942-45:  WW  II  service. 

■1942-43:  Assigned 
to  various  stateside 
postings,  Thurmond 
shipped  out  for  Europe 
at  the  end  of  1943. 


-■1945:  Transferred 
to  the  Pacific  Theater 
to  help  prepare  for 
the  planned  invasion 
of  Japan. 


Il924:  Commissioned 
as  a  second  lieutenant, 
U.S.  Army  Reserve. 


i  1930-38:  Admitted  to 
the  South  Carolina  Bar; 
served  as  city  and  county 
attorney  in  Edgefield. 


^1938-46:  Elected  as  a 
South  Carolina  circuit  judge 
(took  four-year  leave  of 
absence  during  World  War  II). 
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ly  deployed  on  missions  that  may  not 
be  in  the  United  States'  interest.  We 
are  now  involved  in  several  civil  wars 
in  failed  nation-states  without  clear 
solutions.  I  commend  our  deployed 
forces  but  remain  concerned  where 
this  may  lead  the  United  States. 

In  the  last  few  years  we  have  sent 
troops  to  Somalia,  Indonesia,  Bosnia, 
Kosovo,  Macedonia  and  Albania,  to 
name  a  few.  The  administration  is  cur- 
rently considering  sending  troops  to 
southern  Africa.  In  fact,  we  have  em- 
barked on  a  dangerous  course  that  has 
the  potential  to  squander  our  military 
power,  leaving  the  United  States  sus- 
ceptible to  foreign  aggressors.  Stem- 
ming civil  wars  should  not  be  the  main 
strategic  challenge  for  the  United 
States. 

Ql  How  serious  should  recent  Chi- 
nese threats  against  Taiwan  be 
taken? 

Al  This  matter  should  be  taken  very 
seriously,  given  the  recent  statements 
made  by  the  People's  Republic  of 
China.  I  endorse  the  one-China  princi- 
ple, but  the  current  situation  needs  to 
be  resolved  peacefully.  Any  hostile 
action  by  either  side  is  unacceptable. 

Ql  The  50th  anniversary  of  the 
start  of  the  Korean  War  is  coming 
up.  Was  the  armistice  the  best  solu- 
tion, and  has  it  led  to  Korea  being 
the  "Forgotten  War"  ? 

Al  I  think  because  of  the  circum- 
stances at  the  time,  the  armistice  was 
the  best  solution.  The  Korean  War 
should  not  be  considered  the  forgotten 
war.  In  fact,  the 


-■May-June  1944:  Attached 
to  the  First  Army,  volunteered 
to  jump  into  Normandy  with 
the  82nd  Airborne  Division  at 
the  age  of  42.  Accompanied 
the  division's  glider  elements 
on  D-Day.  Wounded  during 
the  landing,  he  received  the 
Bronze  Star  with  "V"  for  rally- 
ing the  scattered  and  disorga- 
nized glider  troops.  Served  in 
;  all  First  Army  battles  and  re- 
j  ceived  five  campaign  stars. 


Strom  Thur- 
mond National 
Defense  Autho- 
rization Act 
states  that  the 
Department  of 
Defense  Korean 


conflict  account,  and  any  refer- 
ences to  this  entity,  should  be 
redesignated  as  the  Department 
of  Defense  Korean  War  Com- 
memoration 
Account  to 
ensure  that  it  is 
^iven  its 
due  respect 


Lt.  Col.  Strom  Thurmond  drives  a 
vehicle  he  captured 
from  the  Germans 
near  St.  Mere  Egllse, 
Normandy  on  June 
10, 1944,  following 
the  Allied  invasion 
of  Europe. 


Al  It's  not  a  matter  of 
whether  I  feel  they  should  or  should 
not  be  in  the  military.  The  policy  that 
was  decided  when  I  was  chairman  of 
the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee 
was  "Don't  ask,  don't  tell." 

Ql  Do  you  favor  mixed-gender 
basic  training  or  the  Marine  Corps 
approach  of  separate  training? 

Al  As  chairman  of  the  Armed  Ser- 
vices Committee,  I  put  together  a 
commission  on  gender-integrated 
training  and  related  issues.  It  was 
decided  that  the  best  solution  was  to 
give  the  individual  services  the  oppor- 
tunity to  decide  which  type  of  training 
would  work  for  them. 

Ql  Do  you  believe  women  should  be 
allowed  to  serve  in  combat? 

Al  As  chairman,  I  legislated  that 
women  should  not  be  placed  in  direct 
combat  roles. 

Ql  On  another  issue  of  military 
readiness,  should  the  Navy  resume 
live-fire  training  at  Vieques  Island? 


Al  The  Navy's  live- 
fire  training  at  Vieques  Island  is  essen- 
tial to  further  prepare  it  for  combat. 

Ql  Do  you  believe  America  should 
have  a  national  missile  defense  sys- 
tem? 

Al  The  United  States  should  establish 
a  national  missile  defense  system.  I 
have  been  a  strong  advocate  since 
President  Reagan  proposed  the  con- 
cept. 

Ql  What  is  your  view  on  the  consti- 
tutional amendment  to  protect  the 
American  Flag? 

Al  I  strongly  support  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  protect  the  flag.  During 
moments  of  despair  and  crisis  in  our 
history,  Americans  have  turned  to  the 
flag  as  a  symbol  of  national  unity.  It 
represents  our  values,  ideals  and  proud 
heritage.  □ 

Article  design:  Holly  K.  Soria 


■1947-51:  Served  as 
govemor  of  South  Carolina. 
-■1947-60:  Married  to 
Jean  Crouch  (deceased). 


■■1959:  Promoted  to  major 
general,  U.S.  Army  Reserve. 
-■1959:  Became  member 
of  Senate  Armed  Services 
Committee. 


■■1995-99:  Chairman, 
Senate  Armed  Services 
Committee. 


+ 

il1954:  First  person  tl968:  Married 
elected  to  the  Nancy  Moore, 

U.S.  Senate  as  a 
write-in  candidate. 


-■1946:  ■1948:  Ran  as  States' 

Returned  Rights  candidate  for 

to  South  president;  carried  four  states, 

Carolina,  receiving  39  electoral  votes. 


1981-87:  Chairman, 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee. 


'-■1995-preserit:  President 
Pro  Tempore,  U.S.  Senate. 
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Liberal  secularists  in  the 
media  and  acade 
thwartingj 
an 


Oujj:jijMm 


HE  CONTROVERSY  OVER 
prayer  in  America's  public 
schools  immediately  raises  two 
startling  contradictions. 

Contradiction  No.  1 :  The  two 
students  at  Columbine  High 
School,  who  last  year  murdered 
13  schoolmates,  greeted  each 
other  daily  with  a  Nazi  salute 
without  reproach  from  teachers 
or  administrators.  Yet,  had  any  students 
at  Columbine  sought  to  pray  to  God, 
they  would  have  been  stopped  and  per- 
haps disciplined. 

Contradiction  No.  2:  Each  day  before 
the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives go  into  session  in  Washington,  a 
member  of  the  clergy  -  most  often  the 
full-time  chaplain  of  each  chamber  - 
delivers  an  opening  prayer  while  the 
lawmakers  bow  their  heads.  The  same  is 
true  of  state  legislatures  and  most  local 
governing  bociies.  Yet  no  public  school 
class  graduation  or  even  football  game  in 
America  can  be  stalled  w  ith  even  a  non- 
denominational  prayer. 

The  source  of  sucli  contradictory  situ- 
ations is  not,  as  commonly  claimed,  the 
First  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Rather,  it  is  the  federal 


JffliCiary, 
headed  by  the 
upreme  Court,  that  has 
mterpreted  -  or  rather  misinteipreted 
-  the  First  Amendment  to  effectively  bar 
an  old  tradition  of  prayer  in  schools. 
These  rulings  have  been  expanded  and 
extended  by  overzealous,  perhaps  anti- 
religious  local  school  officials.  But  the 
educational  bureaucracy  is  following  the 
federal  judges. 


Judges  Litigating  From  the  Bench. 

Most  Americans  and  their  elected  repre- 
sentatives at  all  levels  disagree  with  the 
judges.  But  they  are  powerless  because 
of  an  anomaly  that  has  developed  in  the 
U.S.  government's  system  of  checks  and 
balances. 

The  judiciary,  culminating  perhaps  in 
a  5  to  4  decision  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  can  make  a  ruling  based  on  the 
Constitution  -  essentially  behind  closed 
doors  -  that  is  binding  on  every  citizen  in 
the  nation.  It  may  badly  misread  the 
Constitution,  but  how  can  the  highest 
court  in  the  country  be  ovenuled? 

This  process  is  maddening  for  the 
majority  of  Americans  who  see  the  ex- 
clusion of  God  from  the  classroom  as 
contributory  to  the  blackboard  jungle 
that  was  at  the  heart  of  what  happened  at 
Columbine  High  and  in  other  school 
shooting  tragedies. 

For  some  200  years,  American  girls 
and  boys  prayed  in  their  public  schools. 
Typical  of  this  country's  system,  it  dif- 
fered from  place  to  place.  Prayers  in  the 


classrooms 
were  most  common 
[  the  South  and  Southwest, 
and  in  rural  areas.  But  it  was  largely  a 
local  option,  with  the  decision  to  pray  in 
many  schools  left  to  individual  teachers. 
Never  over  the  course  of  two  centuries 
had  anybody  claimed  that  the  practice 
was  unconstitutional. 

"...  the  majority  of 
Americans ...  see  the 
exclusion  of  God  from 
the  classroom  as  con- 
tributory to  the  black- 
board jungle  that  was  at 
the  heart  of  what  hap- 
pened at  Columbine  High 
and  in  other  school 
shooting  tragedies. " 

To  be  sure,  conflicts  over  reMgion  in 
the  classroom  were  waged  in  the  early 
days  of  the  republic.  During  the  first  40 
years  of  the  19th  century,  the  elected 
governments  of  Massachusetts  mandated 
rehgious  instruction  -  Protestant 
religious  instruction  -  in  the  public 
schoolrooms.  Catholic  immigrants, 
largely  from  Ireland,  protested  throiigh 
their  new  political  representatives.  It  was 
pohtical  combat,  waged  through  Democ- 
rat vs.  Whig  elections,  not  using  the 
courts.  Nobody  dreamed  of  fighting  the 
Protestant  rehgious  instruction  by  citing 
the  First  Amendment. 
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Jot  until  the 
second  half  of  the  20th 
^century  did  advocates  of  secu- 
larism in  America  launch  a  legal  battle 
claiming  that  the  First  Amendment's 
"wall  separating  church  and  state" 
eliminated  God  from  classrooms,  hi 
truth,  search  the  Constitution  and  you 
can  find  nothing  about  such  separation 
of  church  and  state. 

The  Myth  of  Separation.  The  sole  basis 
for  the  claim  of  the  secularists  is  the  16 
words  beginning  the  First  Amend- 
ment: "Congress  shall  make  no 
law  respecting  the  estiibhshment  of 
religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof."  That's  all,  no 
explanation  and  no  details.  Tlie 
First  Amendment  goes  on  to  guar- 
antee freedom  of  speech,  of  the 
press,  of  the  right  to  assembly  and 
the  right  to  petition  the  govem- 
ment  for  a  redress  of  grievances. 

Lawyers  have  spent  millions  of 
words  talking  about  the  "Establish- 
ment Clause"  of  the  Constitution, 
but  what  those  16  words  meant 
was  pretty  clear  when  they  were 
ratified  in  1791.  The  founders  were 
less  than  150  years  removed  from 
the  Thirty  Years  War  when  all  of 
Europe  was  embroUed  in  conflict 
based  on  the  estabUshed  religions 
of  rulers.  Many  of  the  founders 
represented  religious  denomina- 
tions and  sects  that  had  left  Eng- 
land to  escape  discrimination  by  a 
government  where  all  preferences 
went  to  the  members  of  the  estab- 
lished Anglican  Church.  Indeed, 
they  had  experienced  the  same 
bitter  discrimination  in  the 
colonies. 

So,  in  the  early  days  of  the 
republic  when  it  was  determined 
that  the  new  Constitution  must 
be  quickly  amended  with  a  "Bill 
of  Rights"  to  protect  individual 
citizens,  the  very  first  words  of 


the 

Bill  of 
Rights  intended  to 
make  sure  there  would  be 
no  "Church  of  America."  The  Es- 
tablishment Clause  intended  nothing 
more. 

Certainly,  it  did  not  intend  a  separa- 
tion of  the  new  state  from  reUgion.  The 
earliest  congressional  actions  actually 
encouraged  religion  in  public  schools. 
The  Northwest  Ordinance,  which 
opened  the  way  to  statehood  in  the  Ohio 
Valley  and  Great  Lakes  territories  in 
1787,  said:  "Religion,  morality  and 
knowledge  being  necessary  for  good 
government  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of 
learning  shall  forever  be  encouraged." 
As  late  as  1 952.  the  Supreme  Court  in 


lions  presuppose  a  Supreme  Being." 

But  in  the  half-century  since  then,  the 
federal  judiciary  has  specialized  in  dis- 
covering invisible  writing  in  the  Consti- 
tution that  implicitiy  overtums  legislation 
as  diverse  as  the  prohibition  of  abortion 
and  the  imposition  of  congressional  term 
limits.  Beginning  with  a  vengeance  in 
the  1980s  and  continuing  through  the 
present  day,  the  courts  have  declared  to 
be  unconstitutional  all  of  the  following 
activities:  teacher-  or  student-led  class- 
room prayer;  teacher-  or  student-led 
Bible  reading  and/Or  prayer  over  a  public 
address  system  or  in  the  classroom;  stu- 
dent-initiated religious  speech  in  schools; 
reading  of  devotionals  by  students  over  a 
pubhc  address  system;  student  nonde- 
nominational  prayer  in  classrooms;  a 
classroom  moment  of  silence;  a  class- 
room moment  of  quiet  reflection;  stu- 
dent-initiated graduation  prayers; 
student-led  or  initiated  prayers  at 
assemblies  or  sporting  events; 
coaches  participating  in  prayer 
with  students;  and  baiid  teachers 
leading  the  band  in  prayer. 


Supreme  Court  Wrangling.  The 

classic  Supreme  Court  case  is  Lee 
vs.  Weisman,  decided  5  to  4  in 
1992,  which  ended  an  experience 
common  to  two  centuries  of 
Americans.  Five  justices  said  the 
Establishment  Clause  prohibits 
school  principals  from  inviting 
members  of  tiie  clergy  to  offer 
prayers  at  public  school  gradua- 
tions because  that  practice 
coerces  students. 

Dissenting,  Justice  Antonin 
Scalia  wrote  that  the  court's  ma- 
jority "lays  waste  a  tradition  that  is 
as  old  as  public  school  graduation 
ceremonies  themselves,  and  that 
is  a  component  of  an  even  more 
long-standing  American  tradition 
of  nonsectarian  prayer  to  God  at 
public  celebrations  generally." 
:   ;   Just  how  far  judges  go  was 
shown  Oct.  29, 1997,  in  a  deci- 
sion by  Federal  Judge  Ira  DeMent 
>  in  the  Middle  District  of  Alaba- 
I  ma.  The  decision  banned  prayers, 
I  invocations,  benedictions  and 
Brainerd,  Minn.,  high  school  students  gather  In  prayer  for"  devotional  messages  at  gradua- 
the  "See  You  at  tlie  Pole"  national  day  of  student  prayer   tion  ceremonies.  It  banned  the 
Sept.  15, 1999.  speech  of  all  clergy,  school  em- 
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ployees, 
students  and  any- 
body  else.  The  decision 
specilically  prohibited  religious 
speech  at  a  graduation  even  if  it  was  not 
carried  over  a  public  address  system.  A 
spontaneous  observation  by  a  member  of 
the  audience  and  a  student  offering  up 
his  own  prayer  by  himself  also  was  for- 
bidden. 

Administrators  Bow  to  Courts.  Seeking 
to  please  the  courts,  school  administrators 
have  added  to  the  chaos.  Despite  a  Fifth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  decision  barring 
student-initiated,  nonsectarian  prayer  at 
football  games,  students  at  Santa  Fe  High 
School  in  Texas  overwhelmingly  voted 
for  a  student  representative  to  lead  a  "sol- 
emnizing" moment  before  football  games. 
School  Superintendent  Richard  Ownby 
warned  that  any  who  led  prayers  at  the 
football  game  last  September  "would  be 
disciplined  as  if  they  had  cursed." 

Ownby 's  hand  was  stayed  by  a  tem- 
porary court  order,  but  the  tangle  of 
court  decisions  intimidates  nervous 
school  bureaucrats.  In  May  1998,  Secre- 
tary of  Education  Richard  Riley  tried  to 


.f*^  '  set  some 

rational  guide- 
lines in  an  advisor}'  let- 
ter stating,  "Schools  may  not 
discriminate  against  private  religious 
expression  by  students." 

But  he  was  clear  about  what  they 
could  not  do:  "School  administrators  and 
teachers  may  not  organize  or  encourage 
prayer  exercises  in  the  classroom.  Teach- 
ers, coaches  and  other  school  officials 
who  act  as  advisers  to  student  groups 
must  remain  mindful  that  they  cannot 
engage  in  or  lead  the  religious  activities." 

Riley's  ground  rules  make  clear  that 
principals  and  supeiintendents  would  be 
in  for  big  trouble  if  they  were  to  approve 
this  seemingly  inoffensive  school  prayer 
proposed  last  November  by  social  con- 
servative Gary  Bauer:  "Dear  God,  we 
ask  your  blessings  upon  our  country,  our 
families  and  our  teachers.  Amen."  It's 
unconstitutional,  say  the  courts  and  the 
Secretary  of  Education. 

A  frequent  argument  against  Bauer's 
prayer  is  that  it  opens  the  door  to  aU  sorts 
of  occult  incantations  in  the  classroom, 
including  witchcraft  and  satanic  rites. 
That,  of  course,  is  nonsense.  The  assault 
comes  from  secularists  in  the  news  me- 
dia, the  entertainment  industry  and  acad- 
emia  who  want  religion  de-emphasized 
in  the  culture. 

Dr.  Nonnan  Geisler,  dean  of  the  South- 
em  Evangelical  Seminary  in  Charlotte, 


Spotlight  on  Student  Prayer  in  Santa  Fe 


Do  students 
have  a  right  to 
pray  before  a 
high-school  foot- 
ball game?  Mari- 
an Ward  thinks 
so.  The  Santa  Fe 
High  School  stu- 
dent sued  her  East 
' '  Texas  school  dis- 
trict after  it  threat- 
ened to  punish  any  student  who  vio- 
lated an  appeals  court  ruling  banning 
pregame  prayer. 

After  obtaining  a  temporary  re- 
straining order  preventing  officials 
from  disciplining  her,  the  17-year-old 
faced  faculty,  students  and  family 


Marian  Ward 


members  before  her  school's  opening 
game  last  September.  "Since  a  very 
good  judge  that  was  using  a  lot  of 
wisdom  this  afternoon  mled  that  I 
have  freedom  of  speech  tonight,  I'm 
going  to  take  it. 

"God,  thank  you  for  this  evening. 
Thank  you  for  all  the  prayers  that 
were  lifted  up  this  week  for  me.  I  pray 
that  you'll  bless  each  and  every  per- 
son here  tonight."  Then  she  conclud- 
ed, "In  Jesus'  name,  I  pray.  Amen." 
The  crowd  roared  with  approval. 

Now  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  is 
considering  Santa  Fe  Independent 
School  District  vs.  Doe,  a  case  that 
legal  experts  say  may  finally  settle  the 
issue. 


N.C.,  sees  the 
prolribition  as  an  ef- 
fort "to  impose  the  irreUgion 
of  the  minority  on  the  reUgious  majori- 
t\ .  Forbidding  prayer  in  schools,  which  a 
three-quarters  majority  of  Americans 
favors,  is  the  tyranny  of  the  minority."  He 
cites  Supreme  Court  Justice  Potter  Stew- 
art in  a  1961  decision  expressing  the  fear 
that  purging  aU  schools  of  religious  be- 
liefs and  pracrices  would  lead  to  the  "es- 
tabhshment  of  a  religion  of  secularism." 

Does  it  make  any  difference  to  the 
future  of  America  if  the  Estiiblishment 
Clause  now  connotes  the  establishment 
of  seculaiism? 

The  Results  of  Secularism.  Former  Sec- 
retary of  Education  William  J.  Bennett 
developed  cultural  index  revealing  a  pat- 
tern of  decline  between  I960  and  1990. 
Divorce  and  teen  pregnancy  each  went 
up  200  percent.  Teen  suicide  increased 
300  percent.  Violent  crime  ascended  500 
percent.  Abortion  was  up  1,000  percent. 

Rep.  Walter  Jones.  R-N.C,  took  the 
floor  of  the  House  last  year  after  the 
Columbine  tragedy  to  ask  this  question: 
"Can  anyone  today  say  that  our  children 
are  better  off  than  they  were  30  yeai'S  ago 
when  prayer  was  accepted  in  our 
schools?  Thirty  years  ago,  teachers  were 
concemed  with  students  smoking  in 
school,  skipping  class  and  an  occasional 
fistfight.  Today  teachers  are  being  asked 
to  deal  with  teen  pregnancy,  drug  abuse 
and  the  physical  safety  of  their  students." 

Most  Americans  agree.  But  how  to 
return  prayer  to  the  schools?  There  are 
two  routes,  neither  of  them  easy.  The 
first  course  is  to  amend  the  Constitution. 
This  is  a  difficult  process  requiring  a 
two-thirds  vote  by  each  house  of  Con- 
gress followed  by  ratification  by  three- 
quarters  of  the  states. 

Another  course  would  be  a  one-mem- 
ber shift  in  the  Supreme  Court  that  re- 
verses the  misreading  of  the  Establish- 
ment Clause.  One  person  may  well  de- 
termine the  direction  of  America. 

Robert  D.  Novak  is  a 
nationally  syndicated 
s  columnist  and  co-host  of 
I  CNN's  "Crossfire"  and 
I  "Evans.  Novak,  Hunt  and 
I  Shields''  news  programs, 
i  His  column  appears  three 
times  weekly  in  more  than  150  Newspa- 
pers nationwide. 
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The  trusted  address  for  everything  military  on  the  Internet. 
Personnel  locator,  news,  resources,  unit  homepages,  free  email  and  more. 
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In  subtle  and 
insidious  ways, 
Americans 
have  lost  an 
astonishing 
degree  of 
privacy.  What 
little  thaVs  left 
is  rapidly  being 
stripped  away. 


By  Jay  Stuller 

HILE  KEN  PRATER  nor- 
mally ignored  junk  mail,  the 
letter  from  a  major  drug  com- 
pany caught  him  off  guard. 
The  company  said  it  knew 
Prater  was  talcing  a  certain 
medication  made  by  a  com- 
peting firm  and  suggested  he 
speak  with  his  physician  about 
switching  to  its  brand.  UntU 
that  moment,  Prater  thought 
only  his  doctor,  druggist  and 
wife  knew  of  his  heart  condition. 

What  Prater  didn't  know  was  that 
during  what  he  thought  was  anonymous 
Intemet  research  on  his  Ulness,  marketers 
tagged  his  com- 
puter with  a 
"cookie."  A  kind 
of  identifying 
marker  that's 
planted  on  a  hard 
drive,  the  cookie 
enabled  these 
businesses  to 
follow  his  surf 
trail  and  record 
what  he  looked  at 
on  the  Intemet. 
Then,  when 
Prater  made  an 
entirely  unrelated 
purchase  from  a 
Web  site,  his 
name  and  address  also  went  into  a  data 
bank  -  and  the  drug  company  had  itself  a 
prospective  customer. 

As  the  48-year-old  utUity  lineman 
with  two  coUege-age  kids  worried  about 
what  his  employer  or  life  insurance  com- 
pany might  do  with  this  information,  he 
wondered  how  anything  could  be  kept 
secret.  In  an  era  of  free-flowing  digital 
information,  so  do  many  others. 

Frank  Sherman  knew  his  10-year-old 
son  didn't  qualify  for  credit,  even  though 
the  child  received  a  "pre-approved"  offer 
in  the  mail.  More  angry  than  amused, 
Sherman  traced  the  solicitation  back  to  a 
national  organization  that  governed  his 
son's  swimming  program.  The  group 
had  sold  its  membership  roster  to  numer- 
ous marketers. 

Although  the  names  in  these  cases 
have  been  changed,  such  invasions  of 
privacy  are  not  only  real,  but  also 
increasingly  common  in  the  United 
States.  Annoying,  threatening  and  even 
costly,  the  intrusions  are  an  outgrowth  of 
technology,  along  with  the  needs  of  gov- 
ernment, business  and  bad  guys  alike.  It 
is  also  a  highly  despised  development. 


'^Information  that  used 
to  be  scattered  around  in 
dusty  files,  and  which 
took  a  really  good  and 
tenacious  detective  to 
gather,  can  now  be  pulled 
together  in  seconds. " 

-  Charles  J.  Sykes 

author  of  "The  End  of  Privacy  - 
Personal  Rights  in  the  Surveillance  Society" 


According  to  a  recent  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal/NBC poll,  the  top  concern  of  Ameri- 
cans going  into  the  21st  century  is  the 
erosion  of  personal  privacy. 

"Until  recently,  people  really  had  no 
idea  of  all  the  different  folks  who  were 
tracking  them,  or  how  and  why,"  says 
Charles  J.  Sykes,  a  research  fellow  at 
Stanford  University's  Hoover  Institution 
and  author  of  the  recent  book,  "The  End 
of  Privacy  -  Personal  Rights  in  the  Sur- 
veillance Society."  "In  fact,  few  Ameri- 
cans realized  how  much  of  their  lives  is 
transparent  and  how  vulnerable  they  are 
to  the  new  technologies.  But  we  are  be- 
ing watched  more  closely  than  ever." 

How  close?  Well,  consider  that  sur- 
veillance cameras  not  only  provide  24- 
hour-a-day  secu- 
rity for  conve- 
nience stores, 
ATMs  and 
banks,  but  also 
record  the  license 
plate  numbers  of 
cars  that  use 
parking  lots,  pass 
through  toll 
booths  and  run 
stoplights.  The 
so-called  "club 
cards"  enable 
grocers  to  keep 
detailed  records 
on  individual 
buying  habits. 
And  even  though  a  growing  number  of 
Intemet  sites  are  adopting  stronger  priva- 
cy policies,  many  sell  the  information 
gathered  by  the  use  of  cookies,  if  not 
data  from  their  direct  sales. 

"It's  getting  more  difficult  to  avoid 
this  kind  of  data  collection,"  explains 
Jodi  Beebe,  the  hotline  director  of  the 
San  Diego-based  Privacy  Rights  Clear- 
inghouse, a  non-profit  consumer  infor- 
mation and  advocacy  group.  "Just  about 
any  time  you  buy  something  and  pay 
with  anything  other  than  cash,  you're 
also  giving  up  information." 

Information  is  valuable.  And  like 
mail-order  catalog  and  charity  fund-rais- 
ing lists,  the  names,  addresses  and  spend- 
ing tendencies  gleaned  from  computers 
are  often  sold  over  and  over  by  private 
businesses. 

What's  more,  pubhc  records  are  now 
computerized.  That  means  court  cases, 
bankmptcies,  property  transactions,  de- 
partment of  motor  vehicle  information  and 
voter  registration  data  are  available  to  any- 
one. So  are  divorce  papers,  ancient  crimi- 
nal records  and  just  about  any  other  kind 
of  background  that  somehow  falls  into 
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government  file  folders.  In  fact,  the 
world's  biggest,  most  aggressive  and  com- 
prehensive collector  of  data  is  Uncle  Sam. 

"The  government  has  an  incredible 
appetite  for  detailed  information  about 
citizens,"  explains  Sykes.  "The  Clinton 
administration  has  created  national  data- 
bases to  track  deadbeat  dads,  new  work- 
ers and  air  travelers.  Our  Social  Security 
number  is  a  de  facto  national  identifica- 
tion number,  in  that  it  can  be  merged 
and  matched  with  a  mountain  of 
information." 

Put  it  all  togeth- 
er, spin  out  a  person's 
name  and  one  can  draw  a 
host  of  conclusions  about  an 
individual's  income,  strengths, 
weaknesses  and  character. 
Moreover,  just  consider  what  could  hap- 
pen if  genetic  test  results  are  ever 
plugged  into  this  system.  Used  to  predict 
what  kind  of  disease  one  is  likely  to  de- 
velop, the  tests  could  be  a  good  thing,  in 
that  a  person  can  take  steps  to  prevent  an 
illness.  But  say  a  report  that  suggests  you 
are  prone  to  colon  cancer  ends  up  in  a 
database.  This  could  be  a  disastrous  red 
flag  to  potential  employers,  insurers  and 
home  mortgage  lenders. 

When  combined  with  Social  Security 
numbers.  Department  of  Motor  Vehicle 
records  and  the  like,  the  most  random 
bits  of  information  can  be  easily  com- 
bined into  veritable  dossiers.  "Informa- 
tion that  used  to  be  scattered  around  in 
dusty  files,  and  which  took  a  really  good 
and  tenacious  detective  to  gather,  can 
now  be  pulled  together  in  seconds,"  adds 
Sykes.  "Modem  data  webs  can  create  a 
seamless  web  of  surveillance  from  cradle 
to  grave.  And  it's  accessible  to  advertis- 
ers, government  agencies,  political  ene- 
mies and  angry  ex-spouses." 

A  Sacred  Precinct.  Oddly  enough,  pri- 
vacy is  a  relatively  recent  concept.  Until 
the  rise  of  large  cities  allowed  people  to 
feel  some  sense  of  "urban  anonymity," 
most  folks  led  their  entire  lives  without 
ever  being  alone  for  any  length  of  time. 
Parents,  children,  cousins  and  other 
members  of  the  tribe  were  always  hang- 
ing around  the  cave.  In  small  communi- 
ties, the  local  snoop  kept  close  watch 
upon  the  neighbors,  and  in  a  dual  role  as 
the  town  gossip  widely  shared  knowl- 
edge of  any  unusual  sights  or  sounds  that 
came  from  your  property.  Anyone  seek- 
ing privacy  was  obviously  off  to  conduct 
a  disreputable  deed. 

Single-family  homes  and  cars  freed 
individuals  from  the  visual  tyranny  of 
neighbors.  In  many  urban  areas  today. 


folks  barely  know  the  people  who  live 
down  the  street.  Television,  video 
rentals  and  computers  also  make  it  possi- 
ble to  indulge  in  private  entertainment, 
far  from  a  crowded  theater.  In  some  di- 
mensions, we've  never  before  been  able 
to  lead  such  private  lives. 

But  perhaps  the  oddest  thing  about 
privacy  is  that  about  the 
time  we 


Privacy,  please 

The  Privacy  Rights  Clearinghouse 
has  a  number  of  excellent  reports  on 
privacy  issues.  It  also  publishes  a 
"Privacy  Survival  Guide."  Following 
are  some  of  its  highlights. 

■  Find  out  what's  in  your  credit  re- 
port at  least  once  a  year,  from  com- 
panies such  as  Equifax,  Trans  Union 
and  Experian/TRW.  Available  to  any- 
one with  "a  legitimate  business 
need,"  your  own  report  is  also  avail- 
able to  you  for  less  than  $10. 

■  See  if  your  medical  history  is 
stored  in  the  insurance  industry's 
database,  and  get  a  copy.  Call  the 
Medical  Information  Bureau  in 
Boston  at  (61 7)  426-3660  or  check 
out  its  web  site  at  www.mib.com. 

■  Avoid  entering  sweepstakes  and 
other  contests. 

■  If  you  are  an  Internet  user,  do  not 
send  sensitive  personal  information 
on  it  such  as  phone  numbers.  Un- 
less the  Information  is  "encrypted," 
assume  it  is  not  private. 

For  more  information  on  privacy 

issues,  contact: 

Privacy  Rights  Clearinghouse 

1717  Kettner  Ave.  Suite  105 

San  Diego,  CA  92101 

(619)  298-3396 

prc@privacyrights.org 


started  appreciating  the  art  of  keeping 
personal  business  personal,  technology 
developed  that  could  take  it  away.  Tele- 
phones were  tapped  within  minutes,  or 
so  it  seemed,  of  Bell  yeUing  to  Watson 
for  help.  Today,  cell  phone  conversations 
might  as  well  be  held  in  a  crowded 
room,  since  the  transmissions  are  essen- 
tially broadcast. 

Photography  captured  images 
that  could  be  terribly  unflatter- 
ing.  Even  before  television 
^k.    became  common.  Supreme 
■R     Court  Justice  Louis  Bran- 
deis  said  newspapers  "in- 
:  vaded  the  sacred  precincts 
:  of  private  and  domestic 

life."  And  while  your  neigh- 
bors might  not  know  you,  a 
tragedy  that  attracts  the  modem 
mass  media  can  turn  the  most  or- 
dinary individual  into  a  public  figure 
in  an  instant.  These  kinds  of  intrusion 
raise  the  hackles  of  most  Americans,  a 
nation  of  people  who  feel  as  strongly 
about  privacy  as  religion.  The  word  pri- 
vacy doesn't  appear  in  the  Constitution, 
nor  is  it  expressly  granted  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  But  the  idea  is  fundamental  to  the 
nation's  core. 

In  fact,  one  of  the  seminal  issues  of 
the  American  Revolution  was  a  response 
to  the  colonial  government's  claim  of  a 
sweeping  right  to  search  houses  to  en- 
force tax  laws  and  hunt  for  anti-British 
literature.  During  the  past  two  centuries. 
Supreme  Court  decisions  have  consis- 
tently upheld  a  citizen's  "right"  to  priva- 
cy. It's  what  Justice  Brandeis  famously 
called  "the  right  to  be  left  alone." 

That  right  is  particulariy  important 
when  it  concerns  the  relationship 
between  people  and  their  government. 
As  Sykes  writes  in  his  book,  "A  state 
that  invades  the  privacy  of  its  citizens 
shrinks  them.  In  a  totalitarian  society, 
everything  is  public,  open  for  examina- 
tion." And  in  such  a  society,  government 
can  magnify  the  most  trivial  transgres- 
sion into  a  heinous  offense  and  then  en- 
act ruinous  punishment. 

The  Best  of  Intents.  While  conspiracy 
theorists  love  to  believe  the  U.S.  govem- 
ment  is  morphing  into  the  Big  Brother 
described  in  George  Orwell's  "1984," 
the  fact  is  that  most  data  collection  ef- 
forts are  done  with  a  beneficial  intent. 
Most  of  the  government's  information 
gathering  helps  ensure  that  taxes  are  eq- 
uitably collected  and  money  and  services 
are  properly  distributed  to  deserving  citi- 
zens. And  what  taxpayer  wouldn't  want 
government  to  track  down  and  crack 
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down  on  deadbeat  dads? 

Business  also  wants  to  be  efficient. 
While  we  may  not  all  directly  benefit, 
the  efficient  marketing  of  goods  and  ser- 
vices through  the  use  of  technology  is 
good  for  the  economy,  which  is  indirect- 
ly good  for  the  entire  nation.  As  for 
Prater  and  his  heart  condition,  the  new 
and  different  drug  might  even  be  a  life- 
saver  that  he  wouldn't  have  heard  about 
any  other  way. 

The  problems  come  when  the  infor- 
mation is  misused,  or  unintentionally 
spread.  And  while  most  of  us  believe  we 
have  nothing  to  hide,  nobody  is  perfect. 
Or,  better  put,  few  of  us  could  withstand 
the  close  scrutiny  of  a  data  search  with- 
out at  least  some  embarrassment.  It 
would  take  only  a  couple  hundred  bucks 
for  a  savvy  sleuth  to  find  out  if  an  indi- 
vidual was  ever  treated  for  a  sexually 
transmitted  disease  or  had  ever  filed  for 
bankruptcy. 

One  must  also  wonder  how  certain 
kinds  of  information  can  be  wielded. 
Take  the  grocery  club  cards,  which  Jodi 
Beebe  finds  terribly  annoying.  "I  mean, 
if  you  don't  use  one  you  don't  get  a  dis- 
count, so  there's  this  powerful  incentive 
to  give  up  even  more  information." 


On  the  surface  the  cards  seem  harm- 
less. But  if  one  were  to  fall  on  a  wet  gro- 
cery store  floor,  and  then  consider  a  law- 
suit, that  store  could  easily  tell  the  court 
about  the  alcohol  you  purchased  the  day 
before  and  let  the  jury  draw  its  own  con- 
clusions. The  price  for  giving  up  privacy 
can  be  profound  indeed. 

New  laws  and  court  decisions  are 
slowing  the  avalanche  of  loose  informa- 
tion. Several  states,  including  Califomia, 
have  laws  that  protect  the  sanctity  of 
medical  records,  even  though  difficulties 
arise  when  insurance  is  used  to  pay  for 
the  medical  services.  To  address  some  of 
the  problems,  the  Clinton  administration 
recently  proposed  federal  regulations  that 
would  require  patient  consent  before 
records  can  be  released.  Yet  another  pro- 
posed regulation  would  not  allow  the 
government  to  build  a  national  database 
on  American's  private  medical  records. 

Meanwhile,  the  Supreme  Court  re- 
cently upheld  the  1994  Drivers  Privacy 
Protection  Act,  which  gave  motorists  the 
right  to  withhold  permission  from  state 
governments  that  wanted  to  sell  their 
personal  information.  (Yes,  DMVs  have 
sold  information  to  marketing  compa- 
nies.) Groups  such  as  the  Privacy  Rights 


Clearing  House  and  Electronic  Privacy 
Information  Center  are  raising  aware- 
ness. And  a  firestorm  of  public  criticism 
and  negative  publicity  recently  scorched 
an  Internet  firm  called  DoubleClick,  Inc., 
for  using  "cookies"  to  mine  behavioral 
data  matching  Intemet  data  to  names  and 
addresses. 

While  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
has  vowed  to  regulate  online  marketers 
that  don't  address  privacy  issues,  it's  hard 
to  imagine  that  the  privacy  genie  can  get 
crammed  back  in  the  bottle.  "Some  folks 
tell  me,  'Get  over  it,  Charlie,  privacy  is 
obsolete,'"  admits  Sykes.  "But  I  sense 
that  pubUc  awareness  is  driving  a  change 
in  political  culture,  a  kind  of  a  backlash 
against  the  loss  of  privacy." 

The  fact  is,  with  so  much  of  our  lives 
in  the  21st  century  a  relatively  open 
book,  there  are  some  pages  clearly  worth 
fighting  to  keep  to  ourselves.  D 

Jay  Stuller  is  a  San  Francisco-based 
journalist  and  long-time  contributor.  He 
believes  the  Y2K  bug  was  an  overrated 
menace.  He's  less  sure  about  the  threat 
to  our  privacy. 

Article  design:  Holly  K.  Soria 
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Above:  Americans  land  on  the  Normandy  beaches  dur- 
ing the  second  day  of  Operation  Overlord,  June  7, 1944. 

Right:  Volunteers  ride  aboard  a  Higgins  boat  newly-built 
for  the  D-Day  Museum. 


America  Remembers  Allied  Invasion 


D'Day  Museum 
Opening  in 
New  Orleans 

By  Phyllis  Zauner 

ON  JUNE  6TH  -  56  years 
after  America  sent  her  best 
and  brightest  to  the  beaches 
of  Normandy  -  the  National 
D-Day  Museum  in  New  Or- 
leans will  open  its  doors  to 
the  world.  It's  the  only  mu- 
seum in  the  nation  dedicated 
to  the  single -most  decisive 
event  of  the  20th  century,  the 
invasion  of  Normandy  by 
Britain,  Canada,  and  the  United  States. 
This  is  America's  tribute  to  the  men 
who  made  the  invasion  possible. 

The  grand  opening  will  be  a  grand 
affair.  The  day  will  start  with  a  major 
parade  from  the  museum  to  the  New 
Orleans  Arena  where  some  15,000  visi- 
tors will  fill  it.  Scheduled  dignitaries 
include  Viscount  Montgomery  from 
England  and  Louisiana  Gov.  Mike  Fos- 


ter. Defense  Secretary  William  Cohen  is 
tentatively  slated  to  speak  to  the  group. 
Past  National  Commander  William  De- 
tweiler  will  meet  and  greet  Legionnaires 
and  their  families. 

Tom  Brokaw  will  act  as  master  of 
ceremonies.  Steven  Spielberg  and  Tom 
Hanks  plan  to  attend.  France  will  send  a 
frigate.  National  news  networks  will 
cover  the  event  live.  The  world's  eyes 
will  be  on  the  museum  as  millions  of 
viewers  watch  the  dedication,  on  the 
very  site  where  Tom  Higgins  built  the 
amphibious,  flat-bottomed  landing 
boats  that  Gen.  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 
claimed  "won  the  war." 

This  $25  million 
70,000-square-foot 
museum  is  the 
vision-come-true 
of  Stephen  Am- 
brose, military 
historian  and 
author.  The 
idea  of  a  mu 
seum  came 
to  him  20 
years  ago 
while 


View  of  the  museum  from  Magazine  Street  in  New  Orleans. 


writing  Eisenhower's  biography.  But  it 
was  while  researching  his  book  "D- 
Day"  that  his  dream  began  to  approach 
reality. 

Higgins  Boat  Was  Extraordinary. 

Why  New  Orleans?  Because  he  wanted 
to  honor  native  Tom  Higgins,  the  ge- 
nius who  designed  the  LCVP  (Landing 
Craft  Vehicles  Personnel)  -  a  sort  of 
floating  cigar  box  that  could  carry  a  pla- 
toon of  35  men  right  up  to  the  shoreline 
and  release  them  quickly.  In  the  next 
four  years,  20,000  of  his  boats  left  New 
Orleans  to  hit  the  beaches  of 
Normandy,  Iwo  Jima, 
Guadalcanal  and  dozens 
of  Pacific  islands. 
It  is  no  surprise 
that  the  first 
thing  seen  upon 
entering  the 
museum  is  a 
Higgins  Boat. 
I     Upon  first 
sight  it 
seems 
rather 
small. 
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But  on  invasion  day,  35  men  in  full  gear 
stood  in  it  shoulder  to  shoulder,  scared 
and  seasick,  waiting  for  whatever  fate 
lay  ahead  on  the  beach. 

No  original  1940s  Higgins  Boats 
have  survived,  but  the  building  plans 
were  uncovered.  A  hundred  New  Or- 
leans volunteers,  many  of  whom  had 
worked  on  the  original  wartime  inva- 
sion boats,  got  together  and  produced 
an  exact  rephca,  authentic  in  every  de- 
tail. When  it  was  completed,  the  boat 
underwent  extensive  sea  trials,  in  the 
Navy  tradition,  and  was  christened  by 
the  Coast  Guard. 

High  above  the  LCVP,  suspended  by 
cables,  are  two  planes  -  a  British  Spit- 
fire that  actually  flew  missions  on  D- 
Day  and  an  Avenger  bomber  from  the 
Pacific  campaign.  An  elevator  to  a 
walkway  on  the  mezzanine  puts 
spectators  at  eye  level  with  the 
cockpits. 

On  the  second  floor,  a  feature 
likely  to  be  wildly  popular 
is  the  Malcolm  Forbes 
1 10-seat  theater,  which 
presents  a  54-minute  film, 
"D-Day  Remembered" 
(nominated  for  an  Acad- 
emy Award).  Using 
voices  of  the  people  who 
actually  participated,  it 
combines  footage  and 
photos  from  American, 
British  and  German 
archives  to  create  a  stun- 
ning portrait  of  Operation 
Overlord. 

In  an  adjoining  room, 
another  dramatic 
scenario  portrays  the  his- 
tory of  events  that  led  to 
D-Day.  Multimedia  dis- 
plays offer  views  inside 
Allied  headquarters  at  the 
moment  the  commanders 
make  the  agonizing  decision.  The  ships 
are  ready.  It's  raining.  WiU  there  be 
enough  half-moon  light?  Should  we 
wait?  Should  we  go?  You  hear  the  vote 
around  the  table.  Tension  builds.  Then 
Eisenhower  decides.  The  night  and 
morning  of  the  6th  it  is.  A  wonderful 
display  item  is  the  reproduction  of  Ike's 
handwritten  note  taking  full  responsibiU- 
ty  for  that  decision  had  it  failed. 

The  German  side  of  the  war  is  depict- 
ed as  weU.  A  large  cutaway  model  of  an 
elaborately  built  concrete  bunker,  with  a 
soldier's  view  of  the  channel  and  the 
beach,  gives  an  idea  of  the  scale  and 
complexity  of  their  fortifications. 


Scale  model  of  a  Higgins  boat,  the 
landing  craft  used  by  the 
Allies  on  D-Day. 


Voices  of 
Experience 

These  are  some  of 
the  big  exhibits.  But  far 
more  poignant  are  the  many 
taped  personal  recollections  through- 
out the  museum.  Ambrose  collected 
more  than  3,000  stories,  told  to  him  by 
men  whose  memories  of  those  days 
are  vivid.  Most  of  the  taped  accounts 
are  stored  in  the  next-door  Eisenhower 
Center,  but  throughout  the  museum, 
listening  booths  play  first-hand 
accounts,  some  harrowing,  some  nos- 
talgic, some  sentimental.  There  are 
personal  moments,  such  as  the  hero- 
ism of  medic  Leo  Scheer,  who 
jumped  out  of  his  burning,  sinking 
ship.  The  armful  of  bandages  he 
was  carrying  to  treat  the  wounded 
got  wet,  but  as  he  struggled  across 
the  beach,  dodging  enemy  fire,  he 
stole  a  fresh  pack  from  a  dead  GI 
and  went  on  to  do  his  duty. 
There  are  four  floors  of  arti- 
facts, films  never  shown,  tools 
of  war,  personal  gear  soldiers 
\     carried,  the  70-pound 

parachutists'  packs,  guns,  tanks 
and  jeeps.  Also  on  display  is  a 
collection  of  sand  samples  tak- 
en from  each  of  the 
beaches  where  GIs 
went  ashore.  In  some 
remote  islands,  the  GIs 
discovered  natives  who 
had  never  seen  outsiders 
before. 

World  War  II  walkie-talkie  used  Journalists  and  pho- 
by  Allied  forces,  donated  for  the  tographers  were  there  at 
D-Day  Museum  in  New  Orleans,  the  landing  that  day. 

Their  accounts  and 
blown-up  photos  line  the  walls.  Some 
show  GIs  as  they  assault  the  beach, 
others  are  close-ups  of  men's  faces  as 
they  pressed  forward.  Everywhere  are 
artifacts  donated  by  the  GIs  who  were 
there  or  by  their  families.  A  man  in 
France  who  spent  years  combing  the 
Normandy  beaches  to  pick  up  war 
items  donated  his  collection.  The  Im- 
perial War  Museum  in  London  sent 
some  of  its  exhibits.  A  collection  from 
La  Musee  de  la  Liberation  de  St.-Lo  in 
Normandy  was  bought  outright. 

Lasting  Legacy.  The  war  didn't  end  with 
D-Day,  of  course.  A  third-floor  exhibit 


tanks  ////. 


hints  at  what 
heU  it  was  to  battle 
through  the  hedgerows 
France,  facing  German 
that  had  no  trouble  at  all  crashing 
through.  "It  was  some  of  the  worst 
fighting  of  the  war,"  says  Ambrose. 

The  last  room  exposes  the  GI  heU  of 
recapmring  France,  slogging  through 
the  Battle  of  the  Bulge  and  crossing  the 
Rhine.  In  another  year  or  so,  the  second 
floor,  now  incomplete,  wiU  cover  the 
Pacific  theater  with  its  own  set  of  mis- 
eries and  victories. 

"We  want  people  who 
visit  ttiis  museum  to 
liave  a  personal 
reaction,  not  just  be 
told  what  happened  a 
long  time  ago," 

Kenneth  Hoffman, 
D'Day  l\/luseum 
Curator  of  Education 

Kenneth  Hoffinan,  Curator  of  Educa- 
tion, sees  the  museum  as  being  not  just 
for  vets,  but  for  a  generation  of  young 
people  who  can  learn  about  the  past. 
"The  problems  the  world  faces  now  are 
nothing  compared  to  what  the  world 
faced  in  1944.  Any  problems  we  have 
now  can  be  overcome  with  teamwork, 
optimism  and  courage.  We  want  people 
who  visit  this  museum  to  have  a  personal 
reaction,  not  just  be  told  what  happened 
a  long  time  ago.  We  want  to  show  that 
the  reason  we  were  successful  is  that  we 
had  the  ability  to  work  together." 

Phyllis  Zauner,  a  California  author 
who  writes  on  lifestyle  and  career  top- 
ics, is  a  frequent  contributor  to  this 
magazine. 

Article  design:  Doug  Rollison 
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You  Can 
Count  On 


Simencan 
Legion 


Moving  Services 


North  American 

Van  Lines 
1-800-524-5533 
ID#  Membership  Card 

American  Red  Ball 
World-Wide  Movers 

1-800-877-7332 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Atlas  Van  Lines 
1-800-847-6683 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Travel  Services 


Days  Inn 
1-800-268-2195 

Howard  Johnson 
1-800-769-0939 

Ramada  Inn 
1-800-462-8035 

Travelodge 
1-800-545-5545 

(Always  use  ID#  00020204) 

Choice  Hotels 
International 
1-800-4-CHOICE 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Avis 
1-800-331-1212 
ID#  G343600 

National  Car  Rental 
1-800-CAR-RENT 
ID#  5176669 

Wingate  Inn 
1-877-202-8814 
ID#  00020204 

Knights  Inn 
1-800-682-1071 
ID#  00020204 


Financial 
Services 


MBNA  America 
Bank,  N.A. 

(Ask  about  other 
services  available) 
1-800-847-7378 
ID#  J8P2 

The  American 
Legion  Annuity 
1-888-353-4466 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Health 
Services 


Discount 
Prescription 
Program 

RxAmerica 
1-800-905-9818 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Eye  Care  Plan 

of  America 
1-800-221-3272 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Insurance 
Services 


Union  Fidelity 
1-800-523-5758 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Hartford  Life 
Insurance  Company 

1-800-542-5547 
ID#  Membership  Card 

TriCare  Supplement 
1-800-542-5547 


Employment 
Serv  ces 


Hire  Quality 
1-800-414-4733 
www.hire-quality.com 


American  Legion 
Services 


Customer  Service 
1-800-433-3318 
cs@legion.org 

Emblem  Sales 
1-888-453-4466 
emblem@legion.org 

Americanism/ 
Children  &  Youth 
1-317-630-1203 
acy@legion.org 

Legislative 
1-202-861-2700 
leg@legion.org 

National 
Emergency  Fund 
1-800-433-3318 
ia@legion.org 

Veterans  Affairs 
1-202-861-2700 
var@legion.org 

55  Alive 
Driver  Education 

Course 
1-888-227-7669 


Internet/Computer 
Services 


Internet  Service  Provider 

Call  for  Free  Software 
1-877-769-0862 

Computer  Provider 

Gateway 
1-888-882-1289 


Web  Sites 


Legion  Home  Page 
www.legion.org 

The  American  Legion  Portal 
Your  Window  to  the  Web 
www.legion.ibelong.com 
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Truly  Authentic! 


Ford's  spunky  "four  banger" 
is  accurately  recreated. 


WiliNof  Be  Sold 
in  Stores! 

Ford's  legendary 
"Tin  Lizzie".  With 
over  ten  million  sold, 
it  forever  changed 
the  world.  To  com- 
memorate its 
Anniversary,  Fairfield 


Mint  proudly  offers  our  Exclusive  Collector's 
Limited  Edition  1910  Ford  Model  T. 


llnmalched  Qualify 

Ford's  Model  T  offered  incredible  quality  at 
a  price  almost  anyone  could  afford.  Now,  our 
Model  T  replica  offers  unbeatable  quality  at  an 
unbelievable  price.  Unlike  the  classic,  this 
beauty  is  handmade  and  hand-assembled. 
Delight  in  the  factory  fresh  shine  of  the  baked 
enamel  showroom  finish.  Feel  the  quality  of 
the  sofdy  padded  upholstery. 

Precision  crafted  in  1:18  scale  from  110 
parts,  our  die-cast  metal  replica  will  truly 
amaze  you.  Open  the  front  and  rear 
doors  -  imagine  yourself  behind  the 
ftiUy  operational  steering  wheel.  Both 
sides  of  the  hood  open  to  reveal  its 
highly  detailed  engine.  Absolutely 
nothing  was  overlooked! 

60  Day  No  Rish  Evaluafion 

As  always,  you  can  kick  the  tires 
RISK-FREE.  Only  available  from 
Fairfield  Mint.  So  hurry  -  produc- 
tion is  strictly  limited. 


Incredibly  Detailed! 


Notice  the  well-appointed 
interior  with  authentic  horn, 
pedals  and  textured  upholstery. 


Nothing  Overlooked! 


From  the  genuine  taillamp  to 
the  rugged  suspension  -  this 
replica  has  it  all. 


RIRFI6LD  MIN 


(3 

lit 


FAIRFIELD  MINT  •  20  Academy  Street  •  Norwalk,  CT  •  06850-4032 

Name   


□  One  replica  for 
$29.99  +  $5.90  S&H 

SAVE! 

n  Two  or  more  replicas  for 
$27.49  +  $4.90  S&H  each 


City   State  

Please  enclose  one  of  the  following  as  payment: 

□  Check  or  Money  Order  (Payable  to  Fairfield  Mint)    Qty. . 


Zip 


If  I  am  not  completely  satisfied,  I  may 
return  my  replica(s)  within  60  days  of  c.c.  #  _ 


□  MasterCard  □  Visa    □  Discover  Signature 


Exp.  Date 


receipt  for  a  full  refund  or  replacement.  Please  allow  2  to  6  weeks  after  payment  for  shipment. 


MAL27413  74 
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The  American  Legion  and  Hire  Quality  helped  Dirk  Scott  find  a  job  as  soon  as  he  left 
the  military. 

The  American  Legion  has  been  the  leader  in 
helping  veterans  find  jobs  since  1919. 


By  Layne  Cameron 

Associate  Editor 

I HE  MILITARY  UNLEASHES 
more  than  220,000  "job  ready" 
veterans  into  the  civiUan  work- 
force each  year.  Their  skills  span 
the  gamut:  medics  who  have 
treated  sucking  chest  wounds 
under  the  duress  of  combat;  cer- 
tified aircraft  mechanics  who 
keep  fighter  jets  flying;  and  ac- 
complished electricians  who 
keep  command  centers  up  and  running, 
whether  in  swamps  or  sweltering  deserts. 

Along  with  possessing  these  exten- 
sive vocational  skills,  young  veterans 
also  harbor  worthy  characteristics  such 
as  discipline,  reliability,  promptness,  per- 
sonal accountability  and  stability.  They 
understand  the  value  of  teamwork,  lead- 
ership and  completing  the  mission  or 
task  at  hand.  In  short,  they  are  a  valuable 
national  resource. 

Why,  then,  is  this  workforce  treasure 


continually  overlooked  by  employers? 
Why  are  there  barriers  preventing  the 
medic  from  becoming  an  EMT?  The 
aircraft  mechanic  from  maintaining  com- 
mercial planes?  The  electrician  from  be- 
coming a  licensed  tradesman? 

The  Leader.  Since  its  inception.  The 
American  Legion  has  worked  to  break 
down  these  barriers.  When  World  War 
I  veterans  were  given  $60  in  muster- 
ing-out  pay  and  entered  into  the 
gloomy  job  market,  the  Legion  laid 
the  groundwork  to  alter  their  outlook 
from  bleak  to  bright.  The  American 
Legion  lobbied  Congress  and  worked 


for  the  passage  of  the  Wagner-Peyser 
Act  of  1933. 

The  result  of  these  efforts  was  the  first 
legislation  that  provided  federal  assis- 
tance for  veterans  in  finding  jobs.  Em- 
ployment agencies,  dedicated  in  part  to 
securing  jobs  for  veterans,  were  estab- 
lished nationwide.  Further  Legion-spon- 
sored acts  have  expanded  the  services 
offered  to  include  career  counseling  and 
retraining. 

Veterans  earned  even  greater  assis- 
tance with  the  passage  of  the  Veterans 
Preference  Act  of  1944.  The  Legion  had 
long  advocated  that  veterans  receive  pre- 
ferred status  for  federal  jobs.  Persistent 
bird-dogging  pushed  the  legislation 
through  with  just  a  single  dissenting 
vote.  Legionnaires  also  helped  draft  the 
provisions  used  to  establish  the  prefer- 
ence criteria  point  system. 

From  Past  to  Present.  Crossing  the 
threshold  into  a  civilian  career  should  be 
simpler.  "Leaving  active-duty  military 
service  is  a  landmark  event  in  one's  Ufe," 
says  James  Hubbard,  Director  of  the  Le- 
gion's National  Economics  Commission. 
"Removal  of  'paper  barriers'  will  help 
make  a  fully  qualified,  recently  separated 
veteran  job-ready." 

In  1994,  21  percent  of  officers  were 
engaged  in  health-related  specialties; 
another  20  percent  of  enlisted  personnel 
were  employed  in  equipment  repair  and 
maintenance  specialties.  All  of  these  ser- 
vice members  were  trained  at  some  of 
the  finest  technical  and  professional 
schools  in  the  world.  Employers  should 
be  knocking  at  their  doors.  Right? 

Although  these  soldiers  received 
training  equivalent  to  or,  in  many  cases, 
surpassing  that  of  civilians,  they  did  not 
earn  the  appropriate  licenses  or  certifi- 
cates. Thus  there  was  no  horde  of  com- 


Help  Wanted 

For  more  information  on  veterans  employment  resources,  contact: 

•  Tlie  American  Legion,  c/o  the  Economic  Commission,  1608  K  Street  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20006;  (202)  861-2700;  www.legion.org. 

•  Office  of  Personnel  Management  federal  job  listings:  (912)  757-3000  or  (912)  757-3100. 

•  Hire  Quality:  (800)  414-4733;  www.hirequality.com. 

•  The  Military  and  Veterans  Credentialing  Network  -  www.dol.gov/dol/vets. 
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The  Legion  Helped  Me  Find  a  Job 

Dirk  Scott,  Environmental  Product  Specialist.  Dirk  served  as  the  Navy's  senior  fleet  diesel 
inspector  in  ttie  Western  Pacific.  After  liis  disciiarge,  he  contacted  Hire  Quality  to  find  a  career. 
Not  only  did  Hire  Quality  find  him  a  job  in  a  similar  field,  the  agency  did  it  in  a  timely  fashion.  "It 
happened  so  fast.  Before  I  knew  it  I  was  going  to  the  second  and  third  interview,"  says  Scott, 
who  now  works  at  Muncie  Reclamation  and  Supply,  Muncie,  Ind.  "My  job  really  parallels  what  I 
did  in  the  Navy.  It  really  worked  out  great." 

Jotin  Raugtiter,  IVIagazine  Editor.  John  served  in  the  IVIarine  Corps  and  was  working  for 
the  National  Tribune's  Stars  and  Stripes  when  he  first  learned  of  Hire  Quality.  "I  left  the  newspa- 
per business  to  wori<  for  a  political  thinktank.  Before  long,  I  was  ready  to  leave  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  find  another  job,"  says  Raughter.  "It  took  about  two  weeks  from  when  I  sent  my 
resume  to  Hire  Quality  to  when  I  had  my  interview  with  Ttie  American  Legion  Magazine. " 

The  job  has  been  a  good  match  for  the  veteran  who  also  holds  a  master's  degree  from 
Missouri's  school  of  joumalism.  Raughter  wonders  why  every  departing  service  member 
doesn't  take  advantage  of  the  employment  agency.  "The  service  is  free,  and  they  do  an  excel- 
lent job  matching  a  candidate's  skills  to  the  right  company,"  he  concludes. 

Steplien  Davis,  Service  Teclinician.  Stephen  served  nine  years  in  the  Amiy  and  is  still 
serving  in  the  Reserves.  On  active  duty,  his  primary  job  responsibilities  included  military  police 
and  recruiting.  As  a  Reservist,  however,  he  wori<ed  as  a  heating  and  refrigeration  specialist. 

"While  woridng  as  a  recmiter,  I  heard  about  Hire  Quality,"  says  Davis.  "I  told  them  I  was 
about  to  get  out  myself,  and  they  took  down  my  infomnation."  Once  he  eamed  his  heating  and 
refrigeration  certification.  Hire  Quality  called  and  an-anged  an  interview  with  Hobart  Corp.  in  Indi- 
anapolis. Davis  now  sen/ices  commercial  kitchen  equipment. 


panics  ready  to  hire  these  skilled  work- 
ers. In  1996,  The  American  Legion, 
with  the  cooperation  of  VA's  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans  Employment  and 
Training,  undertook  a  study  to  help 
solve  the  dilemma. 

The  study  was  limited  to  enlisted 
health-care  specialties  and  aircraft  mainte- 
nance and  repair  (These  fields  were  cho- 
sen because  each  is  regulated  by  a  federal 
agency).  From  this  study,  the  Legion 
made  five  recommendations  to  aid  veter- 
ans transitioning  into  civilian  careers: 

1.  Military  tiaining  commands  should 
provide  iriformation  on  Ucensing  and 
certification  during  tiaining. 

2.  Military  and  civilian  agencies 
involved  in  tiansitions  should  ensure  that 
information  is  available. 

3.  The  military  should  offer  maximum 
accommodation  to  those  seeking  certifi- 
cation. 

4.  Certification  bodies  should  be 
informed  of  the  standard  types  of  mili- 
tary training  and  experience  that  are 
available  to  support  veterans'  requests 
for  credit  requirements. 

5.  The  mUitary  should  stay  abreast  of 
adaptations  to  credentialing  standards, 
which  change  ttequentiy. 

A  direct  result  of  such  ardent  lobbying 
has  been  the  creation  of  the  Department 
of  Labor's  new  Web  site  for  the  Veterans 
Employment  and  Training  Service.  The 
goal  of  the  Military  and  Veterans  Creden- 


tiaUng  Network  -  www.dol.gov/dol/vets 
-  is  to  make  it  easier  for  veterans  to  ob- 
tain civUian  job  credentials. 

"The  American  Legion  fought  hard 
to  improve  the  transition  of  military 
nurses,  mechanics,  technicians  and  oth- 
ers into  quality  civilian  career  paths," 
said  National  Corhmander  Al  Lance. 
"Members  of  the  armed  forces  are 
highly  capable;  they  already  meet  many 
of  the  civilian  certification  require- 


Stephen  Davis  worked  as  a  heating  and 
refrigeration  technician  while  in  the 
Reserves.  Those  sicills  translated  to  civilian 
employment  soon  after  leaving  the  Army. 


ments  by  their  military  trairung  and 
experience." 

Hire  Quality.  Along  with  removing  pa- 
per barriers,  the  Legion  works  to  place 
veterans  into  civilian  careers.  One  such 
service's  name  speaks  for  itself  -  Hire 
Quality. 

This  veteran-owned  employment 
agency  specializes  in  placing  honorably 
discharged  veterans.  The  success  of  the 
program  has  eamed  the  sponsorship  by 
The  American  Legion. 

On  Feb.  1,  1998,  The  American  Le- 
gion and  Hire  Quality  entered  into  a 
stiategic  partnership  and  initiated  a  pilot 
program  in  five  states.  Their  goal  was  to 
provide  employment  services  to  tiansi- 
tioning  service  members  and  their  fami- 
lies and  to  promote  awareness  of  Legion 
activities  among  the  veterans  with  whom 
Hire  Quality  communicates. 

The  program  has  since  been  expand- 
ed nationwide.  To  date.  Hire  Quality  has 
sent  more  than  17,700  candidates  to  job 
interviews.  Of  those,  more  than  800 
have  been  employed.  One  corporation. 
Suburban  Propane,  hired  120  veterans  in 
1998  alone. 

"A  promise  was  made  to  young  re- 
cruits," says  Brian  Feucht,  Hire  QuaUty's 
Vice  President  of  Candidate  Acqui- 
sitions. "If  you  help  your  country,  your 
country  will  help  you."  Fulfilling  this 
promise  has  been  Hire  Quality's  mission 
since  its  inception. 

The  service  is  free  to  every  honorably 
discharged  veteran.  Everyone  taking  ad- 
vantage of  this  service  will  stay  listed  in 
Hire  Quality's  files  until  hired,  unless 
individuals  withdraw  their  names. 

Bell  Atlantic,  Suburban  Propane, 
MBNA  America  and  Hobart  USA  are 
some  of  the  major  corporations  that 
have  realized  the  value  of  hiring  veter- 
ans. Also  benefiting  from  the  service 
are  the  veterans  themselves.  Recently 
discharged  service  members  are  now 
employed  in  such  positions  as  product 
specialists,  service  technicians  and 
many  others. 

Many  veterans'  futures  are  brighter, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  The  American 
Legion.  The  world's  largest  veterans' 
organization  may  be  an  octogenarian,  but 
it  is  hardly  ready  for  retirement.  In  fact, 
the  opposite  rings  true  -  81  years  young, 
fuU  of  vigor  and  eager  to  seek  better 
ways  to  serve  America's  veterans.  □ 

Article  design:  Doug  Rollison 
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'My  ptn  ft  Cfisi  of  ihjmnfb  d 
rh  'Mttk  of  cdfij  cmk 

By  Peter  B.  Rose 
Photos  by  Mark  Faram 


"It  is  well  that  war  is  so  terrible,  or 
we  should  get  too  fond  of  it." 

-  Robert  E.  Lee 

"  \     '/ ISUALLY,  IT'S  SUPERB. 
\      /  But  the  ears  take  a  beating. 
\  /     The  wail  of  a  bugle  calls 
>/  the  artillery  to  attention.  High 
/  wheels  and  long  brass  barrels  jut 
toward  158  undulating  and  deceptive 
acres  that  look  like  an  open  field,  but 
offer  a  hidden  valley  and  rolling  terrain 
to  hide  in.  Booms,  clouds  of  smoke  and 
yellow  flashes  rush  from  the  muzzles. 
The  earth  shakes,  eardrums  are 
shattered  and  spectator  car  alarms  that 
foolishly  weren't  disabled  are  set  off. 
Doughnut  rings  of  smoke,  resembling 
the  old  Camel  cigarette  display  on 
Times  Square,  rise  lazily  into  the  sky 
and  gently  disintegrate. 


Pop,  pop  pop  pop,  kneeled  riflemen 
return  fire  with  sound  as  rapid  and  in- 
tense as  a  gigantic  popcorn  popper  set 
on  an  immense  green  stove. 

The  butternut  gray  of  Confederate 
Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early's  force  faces  off 
with  the  ink  and  powder  blue  of  Maj. 
Gen.  PhiUp  H.  Sheridan's  Union  army 
at  the  Battle  of  Cedar  Creek  Oct.  18, 
1999.  The  troops  clashed  just  as  they 
did  135  years  earlier  when  roundballs, 
mini-balls,  cannonballs,  the  Springfield 
1855  percussion  rifle  musket,  the 
Springfield  1863  rifle  musket,  and  sock- 
et bayonet  and  scabbard  were  a 
soldier's  best  friends.  The  dashing  Ear- 
ly, taking  advantage  of  heavy  ground 
fog,  surprised  the  Yankees  and  pushed 
them  in  a  baffled  and  disorientated  state 
back  through  Middleton,  Va. 

Early  ordered  the  6th  Corps,  "Blow 


"Once  you're  bitten 
by  the  Civil  War  bug 
and  tlie  genealogy 
bug,  they're  hard  to 
get  rid  of. " 

-Pat  Kelly 

them  off  that  hiU!" 

It  never  happened.  And  hasn't  since, 
through  numerous  re-enactments. 

The  charismatic  Sheridan,  galloping 
his  horse  Rienzi,  inspired  the  counterat- 
tack of  his  numerically  superior,  rudely 
awakened  troops.  With  revenge  cours- 
ing through  their  veins,  they  chased  the 
Confederates  past  Strasburg,  Va.,  where 
a  bridge  just  south  of  town  had 


Above:  Sabers  drawn,  opposing  cavalry 
soldiers  meet  in  the  heat  of  the  battle- 
ground. Background:  Civil  War  re-enac- 
tors  replay  the  Battle  of  Cedar  Creek. 


collapsed.  Most  of  Early's  guns  and 
wagons,  as  well  as  those  captured  from 
the  Federals  in  the  morn- 
ing's bold  assault,  were 
stranded. 

Among  the  5,800  re- 
enactors  are  two  American 
Legion  "Yanks"  -  an 
infantryman  from  New 
York  and  first  sergeant 
from  Virginia  -  and  two 
American  Legion  "Rebels' 
-  a  Confederate  general 
from  Pennsylvania  and 
ordnance  and  provost  mar- 
shal from  Virginia. 

Along  with  families, 
friends  and  about  6,000 
spectators  who  attend  the 
four-day  event,  they  enjoy 
the  march  through  Middleton,  their 
Union  and  Confederate  camps,  the  Sig- 
nal Corps  Demonstrations,  the  Cavalry 
Skirmish,  the  Artillery  Duel  and  three 
staged  battles. 

A  dozen,  maybe  a  score  of  blue-clad 
units  occupy  an  incline  reaching  up  to  a 
wall  of  white,  A-shaped  tents.  The  drum 
and  fife  play  "Yankee  Doodle  Dandy." 

"Atten-SHUN  company!  PA-raaade 
rest!"  barks  Pat  Kelly  of  Charlottes- 
ville, Va.,  the  acting  first  sergeant  of 
"Co.  B  3  U.S." 

He's  a  Navy  Reserve  captain  who 
fought  in  Vietnam  from  1965  to  1969. 
He  belongs  to  Post  74  and  is  the  13th 
District  Senior  Vice  Commander. 
Husky,  crisp  and  self-assured,  KeUy 
evinces  the  manner  of  "buUdog  chic." 


Legionnaire  Thomas  "Billy 
Yank"  Lozo,  re-enactor 
with  the  125th  New  York 
State  Volunteers,  pauses 
to  clean  his  rifle  before 
heading  into  battle. 


He  wears  a  dark  blue  woolsack  coat 
over  a  cotton  shirt  that  can  be  suffocat- 
ing, light  blue  trousers,  a 
40-round  cartridge  box, 
NCO  waist  belt,  breast 
plate,  bayonet  and  can- 
teen, and  black  Jefferson- 
ian  boots.  And  with  his 
haversack  off  to  the  side 
filled  with  items  such  as  a 
Bible,  silverware  and 
sewing  kit,  he  inspects  his 
bayonet-wielding  troops. 

"SIR,  the  CO-pany 
(sic)  is  FORM-ed!" 

Kelly's  interest  in  re- 
enactments  was  piqued  10 
years  ago  when  he  discov- 
ered that  his  ancestors, 
who  were  from  the  Con- 
federate state  of  Tennessee,  fought  for 
the  Union. 

He  notes,  "Once  you're  bitten  by  the 
Civil  War  bug  and  the  genealogy  bug 
hits  you,  they're 
hard  to  get  rid  of.' 

Beyond  a  hill 
to  the  south. 
Confederate 
Gen.  Greg  Barr 
and  his  top 
brass  con- 


Women  and  children  re-enacting  the 
Southern  gentry  stroll  along  to  witness 
the  dangerous  excitement. 

vene  in  the  brigade  headquarters  tent. 
Bair  belongs  to  the  American  Legion  in 
New  Holland,  Pa.  He  spent  27  years  in 
the  Navy.  What  he  enjoys  most  about 
re-enactments  is  the  tactical  maneuver- 
ing in  the  field. 

"Like  any  real  battle,  when  the  first 
shot  is  fired,  everything  goes  awry,"  he 
relates.  "You've  got  to  think  weU  on 
your  feet." 

Bair  concentrates  on  "turning  a 
flank"  or  "breaking  a  center"  while 
keeping  his  forces  "real  fluid." 

Bair  motions  his  provost  marshal,  Ed 
Tardue,  to  join  the  meeting.  Tardue  was 
an  Air  Force  rescue  pilot  who  flew  C- 
130s  in  Vietnam.  He's  a  member  of 
American  Legion  Post  7474  in  Blue- 
field,  Va.  Ever  since  he  was  a  student  i 
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A  Confederate 
officer  gestures 
toward  the  pha- 
lanx of  riflemen 
in  preparation 
for  the  coming 


Keeping  cadence  with  the  drummer,  the 
Union  Army  marches  into  harm's  way. 

Syracuse  University  and  "fought"  the 
1963  100th  anniversary  Gettysburg  bat- 
tle, he  has  participated  in  re-enactments. 
Tardue  suffered  a  stroke  a  year  ago,  but 
the  camaraderie  he  experienced  upon 
his  return  to  the  Civil  War  fills  him  with 
thanks  for  being  alive. 

"My  fellow  soldiers  converged  around 
my  truck,  helped  me  set  up  my  tent  and 
do  other  things,"  he  says  with  gratitude. 

Among  the  crackle  of  firearms  and 
blasting  cannons,  smoke  shrouds  the 
dark  soldier  silhouettes  on  the  broad, 
green  slopes.  Pvt.  Thomas  Lozo  is 
among  the  block  of  maneuvering  125th 
New  York  State  Volunteers.  He  belongs 

Below:  Union  soldiers  on  horseback  sur- 
vey the  battlefield  from  their  hilltop  van- 
tage point. 


to  American  Ixgion  Post  693  in  White- 
hall, N.Y.  A  Civil  War  historian,  Lozo 
is  well  aware  of  the  suffering  of  the 
Blue  and  Gray. 

"Their  clothes  and  shoes  shrunk  on 
their  bodies.  They'd  go  from  getting 
really  scared  to  getting  really  mad. 
Some  couldn't  take  the  rain  and  mud 
anymore.  They  stood  up  and  got  shot  on 
purpose." 

Sometimes  Lozo  suffers,  too,  during 
re-enactments.  "There's  a  lot  of  confu- 
sion. Often  you  can't  hear  the  comman- 
der. It's  easy  to  get  lost.  At  night  all  you 
jL     see  is  the  flash  of  guns.  Even 
during  daylight  it's  hard  to 
see  what's  going  on." 

In  addition  to  hundreds  of 
women  wearing  mid- 19th 
century  fashion  who  accom- 
pany the  soldiers  at  the  site, 
uniformed  women  take  part  in 
the  battles. 

"They  were  called 
vanderviers,"  Pat  Kelly 
explains.  "They  provid- 
ed casks  of  wine  andi 


\\  hiskc\  to  iho  soldiers,  each  of  whom 
had  a  ration.  In  those  days,  if  you  got 
shot  through  the  stomach,  they  thought 
whiskey  was  good  for  you." 

Yesterday's  vanderviers  are  today's 
"Ice  Angels,"  Kelly  points  out.  "They 
carry  EMT  kits  in  their  leather  pouches, 
and  provide  water  and  ice  during  the 
battles." 

Cavalry  dashes  lead  to  the  swirl  of 
horseflesh,  raised  swords  and  swishing 
tails.  Muzzles  blaze,  fireballs  scorch  the 
grass  and  55  cannons  rip  the  air.  After  the 
battle,  the  gentle  sound  of  taps  played  by 
a  Confederate  bugler  drifts  over  the  sUent 
land,  echoed  by  his  Union  counterpart. 

It  is  a  chilling  moment  that  gratifies 
the  American  Legion  soldiers,  as  it  does 
all  the  combatants.  They  have  come  out 
refreshed  and  alive. 

If  only  war  were  really  like  this.  □ 

Peter  B.  Rose  is  a  freelance  writer  and 
former  assistant  editor  of  The,  American 
Legion  Magazine. 
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Environmentalists  protest  the  use  of  "genetically  modified"  foods  at  a  1999 
rally  near  the  U.S.  capitol. 

Congress  takes  a  close  look  at  blotoods  agreemeot 


Congress  is  taking  a  close  look 
at  a  new  international  agreement  on 
"biosafety"  that  urges  caution  in  the 
consumption  of  "transgenic"  or 
"genetically  modified"  foods.  But 
some  U.S.  companies  have  acted  on 
their  own,  with  Frito-Lay  already 
announcing  it  has  rejected  bioengi- 
neered  com  for  its  snack  products. 

Michael  Fumento,  a  senior  fel- 
low at  the  Hudson  Institute,  coun- 
ters, "There's  no  scientific  basis 
for  this.  It  is  strictly  public  rela- 
tions." He  says  there's  no  evi- 
dence of  health  problems  associat- 
ed with  such  food  products,  which 
have  been  on  the  market  for  five 


years.  "Every  single  American  has 
been  eating  biotech  foods  for 
years,"  he  says. 

It's  also  hypocritical.  "Frito 
Lay  does  not  reject  biotech  oil.  So 
a  lot  of  the  Fritos  you'll  be  eating 
will  consist  of  biotech-free  corn 
cooked  in  biotech  oil,"  he  says. 

While  some  consumers  in 
Europe  and  America  fret  about 
biotech  food,  Fumento  says  it  is  a 
lifesaver  for  people  living  in  the 
third  world.  Genetically  modified 
"golden  rice"  and  other  products 
can  save  millions  of  people  from 
malnourishment. 

-C.K. 


Illegal  alien  members 

The  AFL-CIO  calls  it  humanitarian 
and  compassionate.  But  retired  border 
patrol  agent  Bill  King  says  the  labor 
federation's  call  for  Congress  to  pass  a 
total  amnesty  for  illegal  aliens  in  the 
United  States  amounts  to  greed. 
"They're  trying  to  rebuild  their  mem- 
bership rolls,"  says  King.  "And  the 
easiest  mark  out  there  would  be  the  il- 
legal alien  because  there  are  5  or  6  mil- 
hon  of  them." 

King,  who  also  served  as  Western 
Regional  Director  for  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service,  handled 
the  amnesty  program  of  1986.  "They 
told  us  to  plan  for  2  million  applicants. 
The  truth  is  we  received  3  million 
applications  -  a  third  more.  If  they're 
saying  six  million  now,  I  would  say 
there  are  far  more  who  would  come 
out  of  the  woodwork  for  another  am- 
nesty program." 

Amnesties,  he  says,  only  encourage 
more  illegal  immigration,  which  is  al- 
ready costing  California  alone  $2  bil- 
lion a  year. 

Dial  81!  fsr  tiE  i'.nmf 

While  several  police  brutality 
cases  have  gotten  a  lot  of  ink,  at- 
torney Richard  Stevens  says  the  real 
scandal  is  that  the  average  citizen 
has  no  legal  right  to  police  pro- 
tection from  crime.  In  his  controver- 
sial new  book,  "Dial  911  ...  and 
Die,"  Stevens  cites  cases  from 
across  the  country  where  people 
dialed  911  and  waited  in  vain  for  the 
police  to  save  them. 

When  they  sued  for  damages, 
their  cases  were  dismissed. 

Linking  his  research  to  the  cur- 
rent debate  over  gun  control. 
Stevens  says  citizens  are  being 
left  defenseless  in  their  own  homes. 
"The  government  takes  away  your 
means  of  self  defense,  then  hands 
you  a  telephone  number  to  call 
if  you  have  an  emergency,"  he 
says.  "But  if  you  call  the  police 
and  they  fail  to  respond  or  to 
protect  you  from  criminal  attack, 
you  cannot  hold  the  government 
legally  responsible." 

Endorsing  the  book,  former  Arizona 
Sheriff  Richard  Mack  says,  "Police  do 
very  little  to  prevent  violent  crime.  We 
investigate  after  the  fact." 


He  lived  in  the  White  House  and 
functioned  as  FDR's  chief  of  staff.  But 
a  new  book  says  that  Harry  Hopkins 
was  guilty  of  communist  espionage. 
Due  out  this  fall,  Herbert  Romerstein 
and  Eric  Breindel's  "The  Venona 
Secrets"  cites  intercepted  Soviet  com- 
munications to  its  agents  during  World 
War  II  to  build  a  case  against  Hopkins. 
Romerstein,  who  worked  for  the  gov- 
ernment for  25  years,  specialized  in 
intelligence  and  security  matters. 

He  says  his  research  confirms 
Hopkins,  "the  close  personal  friend 


of  President  Roosevelt  -  and  his  clos- 
est associate  in  many  ways  -  was  a 
Soviet  spy." 

But  Hopkins  wasn't  the  only  one, 
according  to  the  authors.  The  book 
will  name  other  prominent  communist 
agents  in  the  executive  branch  who 
allegedly  manipulated  U.S.  foreign 
policy  during  and  after  the  war. 

And  while  it  was  not  FDR's  in- 
tention to  serve  Soviet  goals,  "he 
was  willing  to  let  the  communists 
into  his  administration  and  that  gave 
the  Soviets  the  opportunity,"  Romer- 
stein maintains. 

-  Cliff  Kincaid 
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SPORTS  TECH  NEWS 


New  lure  out-fishes  live  bait  3  to  1; 
could  be  banned  from  tournaments. 


Automatically 
simulates  movement  of  a 
live  worm 

Size  of  prizes  may  spur  reg- 
ulation against  it 


VERO  BEACH,  PL  —  In  a  recent  bass 
competition  near  this  Florida  coast 
town,  a  champion  fisherman  used  an 
imitation  lure  not  yet 
on  the  market  and 
humbled  another 
champion  who  was 
using  live  bait.  Both 
were  in  the  same  boat 
under  the  supervision 
of  official  observers. 


The  new  lure  caught 


by  Charlie  Allen 

three  times  more  bass  than  the  live  bait. 

The  size  of  the  lure's  win  is  great 
news  for  anyone  who  loves  fresh-water 
fishing,  but  because  bass  tournaments 
are  getting  richer  and  richer,  a  new 
issue  arises.  Should  such  a  lure  be 
allowed  in  competition  where  prizes 
have  reached  the  $1,000,000  level? 
Most  tournaments  already  prohibit  live 
bait,  and  this  new  lure  out-fished  live 
bait  three  to  one. 

I  asked  one  of  the  sponsors  of  the 
Vero  Beach  contest  why  the  lure  was 
so  effective,  and  about  its  future  in 
tournaments. 

The  key  to  $1,000,000 
-  constant  movement 

"The  Walking  Worm™  (the  lure's 
name)  works  because  fish  love  worms 
more  than  any  other  food.  Worms  are 
scale-less  and  easier  to  digest  than 
other  live  bait.  To  a  fish  they're  a  treat. 
But  they  must  be  alive,  and  that  means 
movement.  If  a  worm  or  any  other  prey 
stops  moving  for  a  moment,  as  regular 
plastic  worms  do,  fish  smell  a  rat.  They 
know  it's  a  fake.  Even  if  the  prey 
resumes  moving,  say,  when  a  fisher- 
man reels  in  a  regular  plastic  worm, 
it's  too  late.  Their  mind's  made  up. 
"Ichthyologists — a  fancy  word  for  a 
fish  professor —  say  that  constant 
movement  excites  a  predatory 
response  in  a  fish.  They  strike 
because  they're  programmed  that 
way.  Constant  movement  presents  a 
temptation  so  overwhelming  it  trig- 


One  bass  tournament  recently  awarded  a  first  prize  of  $600,000  for  a  catch  much  small- 
er than  what  the  new  lure  caught  in  its  first  contest.  Another  tournament  offers  a  first 
prize  of  $1,000,000.  Champion  bass  fishing  has  gotten  so  rewarding  fighter  controls  on 
equipment  may  be  required  to  isolate  a  fisherman's  skill. 


gers  larger,  less  aggressive  fish  to 
strike,  even  fish  that  have  just  fed. 

"The  Walking  Worm's  genius  is  a 
multi-flex  construction  that  traps  air 
between  tail  segments.  This  causes  the 
worm's  tail  to  constantly  curl,  as  if  it  were 
strolling  across  the  bottom  or  through 
middle  or  top  water.  To  a  bass  or  other 
predatory  fish,  this  constant  curling  is  ice 
cream.  They  go  berserk. 


Scott 


Inventor 
Wilson  and  a 
young  friend  dis- 
play their  catch. 
Scott's  new  lure 
releases  more 
energy  than  exists 
in  still  water,  caus- 
ing it  to  constantly 
curl  like  a  live 
worm. 

Some  feel  it 
could  be  banned 
from  bass 
ments. 


"I  was  recently  down  in  Alabama 
where  I  saw  three  imitation  lures  - 
crank  bait,  a  plastic  worm  and  the 
Walking  Worm  -  dropped  in  a  huge  fish 
tank  with  bass  in  it.  They  swam  right  by 
the  other  two  then  darted  for  the 
Walking  Worm.  Why?  Well,  the  crank 
bait  was  moving,  but  it  wasn't  a  worm. 
The  regular  plastic  worm  looked  tasty, 
but  it  stopped  moving  for  awhile  when 


it  hit  the  bottom  and  that  convinced  the 
fish  it  was  dead.  To  the  bass,  the 
Walking  Worm  was  a  juicy  Hve  worm, 
and  they  went  for  it  hook,  line  and 
sinker,  literally. 

"Yes,  I  suppose  the  Walking  Worm 
could  cause  some  regulation.  The 
money  is  so  big  now  fisherman  will 
look  for  any  advantage.  The  Walking 
Worm  caught  more  bass  today  in  an 
hour  than  the  winner  of  a  $600,000 
prize  caught  over  in  Cypress  Gardens. 
Now  there's  a  $1,000,000  prize  coming 
up.  If  I  were  eligible  for  that  tourna- 
ment, I  know  what  I  would  use." 

The  Walking  Worm^M  can  be  Texas  or 
Carolina  rigged.  It's  not  on  the  market 
yet,  but  if  you  contact  the  factory  direct, 
they  will  send  you  a  box  of  30  worms  in 
either  red  shad/green  fleck,  June  bug,  or 
black/red  fleck.  (One  color  per  box.)  One 
box  costs  $19.95,  two  cost  only  $18.00 
each.  Shipping  is  only  $5.00  no  matter 
how  many  boxes  you  order. 

To  order  call  1-800-873-4415  any- 
time or  day  and  have  your  credit  card 
ready.  Or  send  your  name,  address  and 
a  check  (or  your  cc  number  and  exp. 
date)  to  NGC  Sports  (Dept.  W-13),  60 
Church  St.,  Yalesville,  CT  06492. 
Specify  the  color(s)  you  want.  CT  and 
NY  add  sales  tax.  There's  a  money- 
back  guarantee,  if  you  return  your  pur- 
chase within  30  days. 

ww-l  ®  Bost  Enterpries,  Inc  2000  Dept.  W-13 


BIS  ISSUS 


SHiuiD  m  Uniiii  llnni!  coNiiNHf  mi  lo  Ryssiii? 


Rep.  Cliff  Steams,  R-Fla. 


The  actions  of  Russia  remain 
unpredictable  today,  and  with 
this  uncertainty  comes  poten- 
tial danger. 
Ignoring  the  financial  risks  and  an 
emerging  military  threat,  the  United 
States  continues  to  pour  dollars  into 
Russia.  This  is  a  serious  mistake. 
Financial  aid  to  Russia  is  stolen, 
squandered  or  misdirected.  The  Russian  hiterior  Ministry  es- 
timates that  40  percent  of  the  Russian  economy  is  controlled 
by  organized  crime.  How  does  this  administration  respond? 
It  continues  to  steer  billions  of  dollars  into  the  black  hole  of 
the  Russian  economy. 

The  administration  was  informed  last  year  of  allegations  that 
Russian  organized  crime  laundered  $10  billion  through  banks 
in  New  York.  Yet  the  White  House  pushed  for  a  new  $4.6  bil- 
lion Intemational  Monetary  Fund  loan  to  Russia. 

There  is  no  sign  that  the  Russian  economy  is  responding  to 
this  aid.  Of  the  $430  billion  invested  privately  by  the  world's 
nations  in  foreign  countries, 
only  $1  billion  went  to  Rus- 
sia. The  intemational  com- 
munity has  cast  a  vote  of  no 
confidence  in  the  Russian 
economy. 

This  is  not  just  an  econom- 
ic crisis;  it  is  also  a  political 
crisis.  As  faith  in  its  econo- 
my diminishes,  a  growing 
segment  of  Russia  is  reject- 
ing democratic  principles  and  embracing  totalitarianism. 

The  next  generation  of  ballistic-missile  submarines  is  under 
construction  in  Russian  ports.  Each  submarine  will  carry  up  to 
96  nuclear  warheads.  Additionally,  new  silo-based  and  mobile 
Topol-M2  intercontinental  ballistic  missiles  are  being  de- 
ployed at  the  rate  of  10  per  year.  Finally,  Russia  has  bought  al- 
most a  dozen  strategic  bombers  from  Ukraine  along  with  500 
air-launched  cruise  missiles. 

This  massive  reamiament  would  hardly  be  possible  without 
American  financial  aid.  Not  only  is  our  assistance  failing  to  re- 
vive the  economy  or  to  promote  needed  market  reforms,  it  is 
resuscitating  a  threat  to  our  national  security. 

We  have  a  tremendous  interest  in  seeing  economic  and 
political  freedoms  take  root  in  Russia.  However,  our  current 
course  of  action  has  under- 
written a  dismal  failure.  The 
dollars  going  into  Russia  are 
supporting  either  corruption 
or  the  development  of  new 
weapons.  American  taxpayers 
should  not  be  funding  this 
economic  collapse  or  military 
expansion. 


Rep.  Ellen  Tauscher,  D-Calif. 


"Not  only  is  our 
assistance  failing  to 
revive  the  economy  or  to 
promote  needed  market 
reforms,  it  is  resuscitat- 
ing a  threat  to  our 
national  security." 


m 


Your  Opinions  Couot,  Too 


Senators  and  representatives  are  interested  in  con- 
stituent viewpoints.  You  may  express  your  views  by  writ- 
ing The  Honorable  (name),  U.S.  Senate,  Wasliington,  DC 
20510,  or  The  Honorable  (name).  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Washington,  DC  20515.  You  may  call  the  Senate  at 
(202)  224-3121;  the  House  at  (202)  225-3121. 


Now  that  we  have  won  the 
Cold  War,  we  have  to  win 
the  post  Cold  War.  This  is 
not  a  traditional  military 
conquest.  By  keeping  Russia's  nuclear 
scientists  home  and  finding  jobs  for 
them,  we  can  reduce  the  nuclear  threat 
and  position  these  scientists  as  the 
brain  trust  of  Russia's  economy. 
More  than  700,000  people  are  employed  in  Russia's  10  "nu- 
clear cities"  -  isolated,  fenced-off  communities  where  the  for- 
mer Soviet  Union  maintained  its  nuclear  arsenal.  Russia  can- 
not afford  to  pay  them  a  livable  wage  and  many  have  gone 
months  without  a  paycheck. 

The  objective  of  the  Nuclear  Cities  Initiative  and  the  Initia- 
fives  for  Proliferation  Prevention  is  to  employ  these  scientists 
in  non-defense  related  activities.  For  that,  we  need  to  initiate 
private  development  so  that  the  Russian  scientists  can  provide 
for  their  families  without  nuclear- weapons-related  jobs. 

These  scientists  should  help  foster  economic  stability.  But 
they  have  never  faced  the 
challenges  of  entrepreneur- 
ship,  and  many  of  them  are 
not  ready  for  the  market- 
based  system.  That  is  why 
American  scientists  are  crit- 
ical to  the  success  of  Rus- 
sia's economic  transition. 

Additionally,  weapons- 
related  radioactive  materials 
have  not  been  adequately  se- 
cured. When  I  was  in  Russia,  I  saw  labs  and  storage  areas  with 
insufficient  locks,  no  access  control  gates  and  no  metal  or  ra- 
dioactive materials  detectors.  That  is  why  we  are  working  to 
improve  Russia's  security  by  upgrading  gates  and  guards; 
modemizing  security  systems;  and  installing  monitoring  de- 
vices at  airports  and  border  crossings. 

To  ensure  U.S.  financial  resources  are  used  wisely,  we  have 
agreed  to  reimburse  costs  only  after  a  project  has  been  com- 
pleted. Moreover,  I  support  the  president's  joint  research  and 
aid  package  with  Russia  in  exchange  for  the  promise  to  stop 
making  plutonium. 

If  we  are  going  to  create  commercial  jobs  in  the  Russian  nu- 
clear complexes,  we  must  engage  the  business  community  today. 
Fortunately,  our  scientists  have  paved  the  way  for  joint  commer- 
cial endeavors. 

Our  investment  in  Russia  is 
small,  but  will  have  an  impact 
on  our  nation's  security.  Only 
through  active  engagement  can 
we  prevent  a  future  brain  drain 
to  rogue  states  and  limit  the 
chance  that  nuclear  material 
will  fall  into  the  wrong  hands. 


"We  need  to  initiate  pri- 
vate development  so  that 
the  Russian  scientists  can 
provide  for  their  families 
without  nuclear-weapons- 
related  jobs."  , 
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Authorized  By  TEXACO®,  100'"  Anniversary  Edition 

Just  Released  by  the  National  Motor  Museum  Mint 


Precision  Die-Cast  Replica 
Scale:  1:43 


America's 
Most  Famous 
Star 


Doors  and  tailgate  open  -  wheels 
turn  -  and  check  out  the  tread  on  the 
tires,  just  like  the  full-size  originals. 


1953  CHEVVnEXACO^ 
OIL  DELIVERY  TRUCK 


A  STRICTLY  LIMITED,  ONE-TIME-ONLY 
COMMEMORATIVE  EDITION 

To  commemorate  its  100*  anniversary,  TEXACO®  has 
licensed  the  National  Motor  Museum  Mint  to  issue  this 
all-time  classic  -  the  1953  Chevy®  Texaco®  Oil  Truck 
this  special  limited-edition  issue  collectible. 

PRECISION-ENGINEERED  TO  ORIGINAL 
CHEVROLET  AND  TEXACO  SPECIFICATIONS  -IT 
FEATURES  FULL  OPERATING  PARTS,  DIE-STRUCK 
LOGOS  &  OFFICIAL  EMBLEMS 

Here  in  'clone-perfect'  detail,  not  even  the  smallest, 
most  minute  feature  has  been  overlooked:  doors  and 
tailgate  that  open,  distinctive  hubcaps  and  hood  orna- 
ment, perfectly  scaled  oil  drums,  working  rubber  tires. 


even  a  running  board  and  side-mounted  spare,  all 
capped  off  with  a  factory  baked-enamel  finish. 

FIRST  'NATIONAL  MOTOR  MUSEUM  MINT' 
COMMEMORATIVE  TO  BE  ISSUED  IN  THE  21  ST 
CENTURY  -  ONCE  GONE  WILL  NEVER  BE 
MADE  AVAILABLE  AGAIN! 

Authentic  collectible  trucks  normally  sell  for  $29.95  to 
$49. 95... and  their  value  continues  to  rise.  But  under 
the  terms  of  our  Texaco®  license  we  are  authorized  to 
offer  this  vintage  collectible  on  a  special  limited-edi- 
tion price  of  only  $9.98.  But  this  is  a  one-time-only 
release.  To  make  sure  you  do  not  miss  out  order 
TODAY!  Comes  with  official  'Certificate  of 
Authenticity '...and  of  course  satisfaction  is  guaranteed 
or  money  refunded(less  p  &  h).  ACT  NOW! 


COLLECTOR'S 
EXCLUSIVE! 
While  supplies  last, 
f^Pi  ^ h>         complement  your 

/  jpl  ^^^^^■BlflHHB  truck  with  match- 
I  Mi    J!^H[™'  ing  gas  pump  and 

I^^H^Il^^gJlliag^lll^l^      display  case,  avail- 
^jt^Kj^^^^^Ht^^^B^mBj^^   able  separately  for 

^^^^^^^^^BHii^BMilll^^  better  yet,  order  a 

HH^HHlBBBBSB^  complete 

Texaco®  Truck,  gas 

pump  and  display  case  for  only  $14.94  a  $4  savings.  See 
coupon  for  great  deals  when  you  order  more  than  one  set, 
great  for  gifts  for  friends  or  loved  ones. 

FOR  VALUABLE  FREE  GIFTS  VISIT  US  AT: 

www.nationaltvbargains.com 


N/VnONAL  MOTOR  MINT  MUSEUM  Dqrt.  TEPA4)005 
1  Eversley  Ave,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5844 

Please  send  me  the  following  Chevy*  Texaco*  Oil  Delivery 

Trucks  ordered  below  on  your  money-back  guarantee,  less  p&h. 

□  One  Truck  each  only  $9.98  Qty   

□  One  Pump  each  only  $3.98  Qty   

□  One  Display  Case  each  only  $3.98  Qty  

□  SAVE  $4!  Set  Truck,  Pump  and  Case  -Sale  $14.94 

□  SAVE  MORE!  2  Complete  Sets  -  Sale  $24.98 

□  BEST  OFFER!  3  Complete  Sets  -  Sale  $33.98 

Add  $4  P&H  no  matter  how  many  you  order 

Enclosed  is  $  check  or  money  order. 

(CT  residents  please  add  6%  Sales  Tax) 

OR:  Charge  it:  □  Visa  □  MasterCard  Exp.  


Name 


Address_ 
City  


_Zip_ 


miBM  HEWS 


Then-National  Commander  Butch 
Miller  presents  the  William  Ran- 
dolph Hearst  Trophy  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Ohio  at  the  1999  National 
Convention.  From  left  to  right: 
Miller,  Ron  Hartman,  Melvin  D. 
Chapman,  Richard  Zulch  and  Carl 
W.  Swisher. 

Department  Of  Ohio 
claims  Hearst  award 

For  the  third  time  in  the  past 
decade,  the  Department  of  Ohio 
has  won  the  Legion's  prestigious 
William  Randolph  Hearst  Amer- 
icanism Award. 

One  of  the  Department's  suc- 
cess stories  is  its  Americanism 
and  Government  program.  Last 
year  more  than  90,000  students 
participated. 


Ryan  Rippel,  right,  receives  the  res- 
olution recognizing  his  accomplish- 
ments as  Boys  Nation  president 
from  Missouri  state  Rep.  Tim  Harlan. 


Boys  Nation  presHent 
addresses  Statehouse 

Ryan  Rippel,  1999  Boys  Na- 
tion president,  recently  ad- 
dressed the  Missouri  State  House 
of  Representatives  about  his  ex- 
periences at  American  Legion 
Boys  State  and  Boys  Nation. 

The  first  nonelected  official  to 
address  the  legislature,  he  spoke 
about  Americanism,  youth  prob- 
lems and  the  Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial. 


President  Clinton  and  Roger  Durbin  unveil  a  plaque  dedicating  the  site  of  the  World 
War  II  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  Veterans  Day  1995. 

Father  of  WWII  Memorial  passes 


Ohio  Legionnaires  and  World  War 
11  veterans  around  the  country  are 
mourning  the  loss  of  Roger  Durbin,  79, 
who  passed  away  Feb.  6.  Durbin  is 
considered  by  many  to  be  the  father  of 
the  National  World  War  II  Memorial 
movement. 

During  his  dozen  years  of  dedica- 


tion to  the  memorial,  Durbin  not  only 
promoted  the  project  across  the  Buck- 
eye State,  but  in  Washington  as  well 
when  he  testified  before  the  House  Vet- 
erans Affairs  Committee. 

The  groundbreaking  is  scheduled  to 
take  place  on  the  National  Mall  this 
Veterans  Day. 


Steeiworker  saves  flag  at  protest 


Legionnaire  John  Goodman  traveled 
to  Seattle  earlier  this  year  to  protest  the 
World  Trade  Organization  at  its  sched- 
uled conference.  Ironically,  the  Spokane, 
Wash.,  Post  1 10  member  became  the  ob- 
ject of  the  protestors'  jeers. 

During  the  march,  Goodman  wit- 
nessed people  ripping  down  an  American 
Flag  and  overheard  them  conspiring  to 
bum  the  flag  or  fly  it  upside  down.  Good- 
man pulled  Old  Glory  from  their  hands, 
saying.  "This  flag  is  going  back  up  the 
way  it  came  down." 

Some  members  of  the  angry  mob  at- 
tempted to  snatch  back  their  stolen  prize, 
but  Goodman  stood  tall  and  refused  to 
hand  over  the  flag.  To  honor  Goodman's 
effort,  the  King  County,  Wash.,  Depart- 
ment of  Adult  Detention  decommis- 


John  Goodman  accepts  the  American 
Flag  from  Maj.  Craig  Nelson  of  the  King 
County  Jail.  Goodman  protected  the  flag 
from  being  burned  during  the  WTO 
protests  in  Seattle. 


sioned  the  flag  and  framed  it.  They  pre- 
sented Goodman  and  the  United  Steel- 
workers  Union  with  the  flag  and  a 
plaque. 
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FREE 

^Gift  with  every ^ 
order 


SAVE  ON  OUR  MOST  POPULAR 
PRODUCTS  FOR  HEALTHY  LIVING 


IMPOTENCY  SOLVED! 
BUT  VIAGRA'S  NOT  FOR  YOU. 

An  estimated  30  million  men  in  the  U.S.  suffer  from  impotence. 
Now  two  systems  are  available  without  a  prescription!  One  may 
be  the  answer  for  youl 

Have  difficulty  achieving  an  erection?  The  Encore  System  with 
pump  is  the  solution.  Easy-to-use  pump  enables  you  to  achieve 
an  erection  and  comfort  rings  help  you 
maintain  it.  Kit  contains  vacuum  pump 
(with  batteries),  4  sized  rings, 
lubricant,  illustrated  instructions. 
#23589  BATTERY-POWERED 
ENCORE  KIT  MOSSS"  $^^QQ9 

#23300  MANUAL 
ENCORE  KIT  M^S^S" 

The  Comfort  Ring  System  is  for  the  man 
who  is  able  to  get  an  erection  but 
cannot  maintain  it.  Comfort  Ring  helps 
maintain  a  lasting  erection.  Kit  contains 
4  sized  comfort  rings,  applicator, 
lubricant  and  illustrated  instructions. 
#23301  COMFORT  RING  SYSTEM 

*59sr  $3999 


MAGNETIC  PATELLA 
KNEE  BRACE 

Magnetic  therapy  has  been  used 
for  centuries  to  help  stimulate 
circulation,  reduce  swelling  and  ease 
stiffness.  This  comfortable  support,  with  1 
strategically  placed  magnets,  helps  retain 
body  heat  and  relieve  pressure  on  injured 
or  sore  knees.  Adjust-able  closures  permit 
custom  compression  and  perfect  fit. 
#22290  MAGNETIC 
KNEE  BRACE 


NEVER  GET  INTO 
A  HOT  CAR  AGAIN! 

AutoVent  Turbo  is  a 
solar  powered  fan,  uses 
no  electricity  and  fits  any 
vehicle's  window.  The 
secure  way  to  ventilate  a 
parked  car,  it  runs  silently 
to  remove  stale  and 
stuffy  air  while  windows 
remain  securely  shut. 


99 


HELP  RELIEVE  THE 
PAIN  AND  PRESSURE 
CAUSED  BY  LONG 
PERIODS  OF  SITTING 

Designed  for  wheel  chairs  and 
regular  chairs.  Sit 
comfortably  for  long 
periods  of  time. 
Soft,  downy, 

polyester  fiberfill       ^  ' 
surrounds  the  body,  even 
arms,  with  soothing 
comfort.  Reduces  stress 
on  pressure-sensitive 
areas.  Washable 
poly/cotton  cover. 
#22652  COZY  CUSHION 


RINGING 
IN  THE 
EARS 

BOTHERING 
YOU? 


4  vertical  strips  - 
\    each  containing  4  magnets 


Thousands  have  found  relief  with 
Bio'Ear  herbal  drops.  A  safe  all- 
natural  remedy  from  Sweden. 
Helps  relieve  ringing  and  buzzing 
of  tinnitis.  Contains  aloe,  ginseng 
root,  bitter  orange,  myrrh,  saffron. 
Hear  the  difference!  V2  oz. 
#23068  BIO«EAR  S^^®^ 


MAGNETIC 
BACK  BRACE 

People  all  over  the  world  have 
been  using  magnetic  therapy  for 
hundreds  of  years  to  relieve  back 
pain.  Now  there  is  a  unique,  elastic 
wraparound  back  brace  with  strate- 
gically placed,  sewn-in  magnets 
to  help  relieve  pain  and  support  your 
back.  Adjustable  Velcro®  closure 
ensures  a  perfect  fit.  Washable. 
Fits  waists  24"  to  52". 
#23086  MAGNETIC  $Oyl99 
BACK  BRACE 


A  SYSTEM 
OF  PROTECTION 

Solve  incontinence  problems 
comfortably  and  easily.  Fits  like 
an  athletic  support.  Undetectable 
under  clothing,  the  sheath  holds 
5  oz.,  while  the  collector  bag 
holds  20  oz.  Adjustable  waistband 
conforms  to  any  waist.  Allows  full 
daily  activities.  One  size  fits  all. 

$0^99 

#22310  SHEATH  URINAL 

#22739  EXTRA  SHEATH  $19.99 
#22740  EXTRA  LEG  BAG  S9.99 


SUPPORT  FOR  HERNIAS 

The  adjustable  elastic  band  pro- 
vides proper  compression  and 
support  for  those  who  suffer  from 
hernias.  Foam  pads  protect  right, 
left  or  double  hernias.  Washable 
nylon/Lycra®.  USA.  Specify  waist 
size.  S{30-33),  M(34-37), 
M/L{38-41),  L(42-45),  XL(46-49). 
#22356  HERNIA  TRUSS  $2^99 


RIGHT  (01),  LEFT  (02) 
DOUBLE  (03) 


$28^ 


Healthy  Living  '^ 

P.O.  Box  94512,  6836  Engle  Road,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44101-4512 


QTY.       STYLE  NO. 


Payable  to  Healthy  Living™ 

□  Check  □  Money  Order 

□  American  Express* 

□  VISA"  □  MasterCard* 

□  Discover  Card^/Novus 
Expiration  Date  / 

Acct.  #  

Signature  


POSTAGE  &  HANDLING 

Up  to  $10.00  $4,99 

$10.01  to  $20.00  $5.99 

$20.01  to  $30.00  $6.99 

Over  $30.00   $7.99 


(required  if  using  credit  card) 


Address  . 
City  


CHARGE  IT!  CALL  TOLL  FREe1  -800-800-01  00 

MON-FRI  BAM  to  9PM  •  SAT  9AM  to  3PM  •  EST 


Item  mws 


Michael 


Legion  College  grad 
applies  knowledge 

After  graduating  from  the  first 
American  Legion  National  Col- 
lege held  in  45  years,  Nick 
Michael  coordi- 
nated a  two-day 
effort  that  netted 
21  new  mem- 
bers at  Post  56  in 
Oroville,  Wash. 

Post  56  mem- 
bers  hit  the 
phones  and 
called  former  and  potential  district 
members  from  a  list  provided  by  the 
National  Headquarters.  Another 
team  canvassed  door  to  door.  A 
third  group  manned  the  National 
World  War  II  Memorial  fund  dis- 
play at  the  nearby  Wal-Mart. 

Michael,  a  Post  Vice  Com- 
mander, feels  revitalization  ef- 
forts in  his  area  have  been  better 
served  through  posting  fliers, 
making  phone  calls  and  keeping 
a  high  profile  in  public.  "I  wear 
my  Legion  ball  cap  wherever  I 
go,"  Michael  added. 

18-year-Did  soldier 
joins  Legion  for  life 

Army  Pvt.  Daniel  Ashe  felt 
like  a  Legionnaire  long  before  he 
was  issued  a 
membership 
card.  But  now 
the  18-year-old 
soldier  can  claim 
to  be  one  of  the 
youngest  Paid- 
Up-For-Life 
""""  members  in  Le- 
gion history.  New  York  Post  862 
got  the  membership  boost  when 
the  younger  Ashe  joined  his  father 
and  brother  who  are  already  on  its 
rolls. 

Although  joining  the  Legion  is 
an  Ashe  family  tradition,  the 
young  soldier  points  out  that  many 
of  his  fellow  troops  have  no  idea 
what  the  organization  is  all  about. 
He  thinks  more  advertising  would 
help  recruit  younger  members. 


Mm 


Lt.  Scott  Hudson  and  Petty  Officer  1st  Class  Tim  Foster,  representing  the  USS  Boise, 
accept  complimentary  one-year  Legion  memberships.  Idaho  Department  Commander 
Richard  Hanni  presents  the  memberships  as  Alternate  National  Executive  Commit- 
teeman Dee  Collins  looks  on. 

USS  Boise  crew  joins  Legion 

the  veterans'  groups  and  we  consider 
this  a  unique  honor,"  said  Hudson. 

It  may  not  stay  unique  as  National 
Commander  Al  Lance,  who  attended  the 
presentation,  commented  that  due  to  the 
success  of  the  USS  Boise  enrollment. 
The  American  Legion  will  invite  service 
members  from  other  ships  and  units  to 
become  members.  He  also  stressed  the 
15,000  Posts  and  55  Departments  across 
the  country  and  overseas  will  be  avail- 
able to  Legionnaires  on  active  duty. 
"Helping  our  veteran  members  is  what  it 
is  all  about,"  Lance  said.  "And  that  has 
been  the  same  since  1919." 


Two  sailors  from  the  nuclear  attack 
submarine  USS  Boise  traveled  to  Idaho 
recently  to  accept  Legion  memberships 
for  themselves  and  139  of  their  fellow 
crewmembers.  Navigation  Officer  Lt. 
Scott  Hudson  and  Petty  Officer  1st 
Class  Tim  Foster  were  treated  to  a  five- 
day  visit  of  the  area  before  accepting 
complimentary  membership  cards  dur- 
ing the  Department's  Mid- Winter  Con- 
ference in  Boise. 

"Sailors  from  other  submarines  have 
already  contacted  me  and  asked  how 
we  got  into  this  program.  It  is  wonder- 
ful for  us  to  be  associated  with  one  of 


2000  Leginn  College  deadline  is  Joly 

The  search  for  candidates  for 
the  2000  class  of  The  American 
Legion  College  is  on.  The  col- 
lege is  scheduled  to  be  held  Nov. 
13-17  in  Indianapolis.  Each  De- 
partment may  nominate  up  to 
three  candidates. 

Candidates  for  the  Legion 
College  must  be  Panama, 
Grenada  or  Gulf  War  veterans     Legion  College  attendees  participate  in  a  work 
with  at  least  two  years  of  Le-     group  at  the  National  Headquarters  last  November 
gion  membership  and  demon-     during  the  first  Legion  College  in  45  years, 
strated  leadership  potential.  The  dead-    the  rest.  Information  on  last  year's  college 
line  for  nominations  is  July  15.  can  be  found  in  the  February  issue  of  The 

The  college  cost  per  Department  is  American  Legion  Magazine  and  on  the 
$600  per  individual.  National  takes  care  of    Legion  Web  page. 
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Macular  Degeneration 


The  VideoEye  power  magnification 
system  combines  simplicity  and 
versatility  to  help  people  with  low 
vision  continue  reading  and  doing 
everyday  tasks. 

A  self-focusing  viewing  head  on  a 
precision  arm  moves  over  anything 
you  want  to  see.  Crisp  images  are 
displayed  in  full  color  on  a  high- 
resolution  monitor  magnified  up  to  25 
times  larger. 


Self  care 


Reading 


FREE  information 
and  video! 


Knitting,  handwork  l\/lirror 


George  Bush, 
hakes  for  any  othe 
-something to  b 
merously  and  with 
^touch,  however  flv 


30  day  money-back  guarantee 


Address 


I  City 
j  Phone  ( 


.State 


Zip 


M 

^  i  *  A  t  ^  M 

# 

VideoEye  Corporation,  Dept.  TL  J 
10211  West  Emerald  •  Boise,  ID  83704  ] 

www.videoeyecorp.com 

MOW  FIELDS 

brush,  even  tough  SAPLINGS 
with  the  amazing  DR^ 
ALL-TERRAIN"  FIELD 
and  BRUSH  MOWER! 
Ueto\ 

15.0  HP  "PRO"  Model 

with  V-Twin  Overhead 
Valve  engine  clears  mead; 
ows,  pastures,  roadsides 
—  all  those 
non-lawn 
areas  that 
ordinary 
mowers  can' 
touch! 


12.5  HPENDIJRO 
Model  with  Overhead 
Valve  engme  and  oil 
pump  lubrication  — 
especially  good 
for  mowmg 
slopes! 


Even  the  8.0  HP 
STANDARD  Model 

cuts  head- 
high  weeds  and 
hardwimd 
saplings  up 
to  1"  thick!  M 


<  accept  optional 
■  V        46"  wide 
Lawn  Mower 
Attachment! 

Please  write  or  call  for  FREE  DETAILS  of 
the  Amazing  DIT  ALL-TERRAIhT  FIELD 
and  BRUSH  MOWER! 

CALL  T&LL  FEff 


YES!  Please  rush  FREE  DETAILS  of  the  Amazinc 
DR-  FIELD  and  BRUSH  MOWERS,  including  new 
smaller  and  larger  models,  with  and  without  Electric- 
Starting,  and  "Off-Season"  Savings  now  in  effect. 


Address  _ 
City  


QD'  COUNTRY  HOME  PRODUCTS',  DepL  59MF 
Meigs  Road,  P.O.  Box  25,  Vergennes.VT  05491 
  www.drfieldbrush.com   


mimms 


Tour  dates 


1  Nashville,  Tenn. 
3  Springfield,  III. 
5  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
8  Lincoln,  Neb. 
10  Pierre,  S.D. 
12  Bismarck,  N.D. 
15  Helena,  Mont. 
17  Boise,  Idaho 
19  Salem,  Ore. 
22  Olympia,  Wash. 
24  Juneau,  Alaska 
31  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


Balint  Vazsonyi  gives  a  speech  on  the  steps  of  the  South 
Carolina  state  house  during  the  Re-Elect  America  tour  stop  in 
Columbia,  S.C.,  March  1. 


Re-Elect  America  tour  roUs  on 


The  Re-Elect  America  tour  moves 
through  state  capitals  spanning  the  na- 
tion in  May.  From  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to 
Juneau,  Alaska,  Balint  Vazsonyi  will 
spread  his  message  that  Ameiicans  need 
to  work  harder  to  restore  the  principles 
penned  by  America's  founding  fathers. 

"The  principles  that  unite  us  are  more 
important  than  the  issues  that  divide  us," 


Vazsonyi  said  during  the  tour's  first  stop 
in  Tallahassee.  Fla. 

During  last  Fall's  NEC  meetings, 
The  American  Legion  resolved  to  sup- 
port Re-Elect  America.  The  resolution 
encourages  the  Departments  to  work 
with  Re-Elect  America  and  their  gover- 
nors'  offices  to  facilitate  activities  in 
their  states. 


Korea  tour  packages  aimed  at  vets 


Several  companies  are  offering  50th  Anniversary 
Korean  War  tour  packages,  which  emphasize  travel  to 
the  larger  commemoration  activities.  These  tours 
range  in  price  from  about  $  1 ,500  to  $  1 ,800  per  person, 
double  occupancy.  Prices  vary  depending  on  the  time 
of  the  year,  length  of  tour  and  accommodations.  Most 
packages  include  some  meals,  transportation  in  Korea 
and  admission  fees. 

For  more  information  about  Korean  War  battle- 
field tours,  call  the  Korean  National  Tourism  Organi- 
zation at  800-868-7567 . 


The  Task  Force  Smith  Memorial  near  Osan  Air  Base  is 
one  of  many  sights  that  can  be  seen  on  Korean  War 
battlefield  tours. 


Battlefield  tours 

The  following  is  a  list  of 
some  of  the  companies 
offering  tours: 
California  Pacific  Tours 
888-822-5258  or 
www.cptours.com 
Olympus  Travel 
213-487-0947  or 
www.olympus-  travel.com 
Four  Seasons  Tour  and 
Travel  213-381-8000 
America  Tour  Consulting 
800-535-7552 
Asia  Holidays 
617-482-0605 
Dearborn  Travel 
800-621-5724 
Fultonex  Travel 
888-345-1888 
Korea  Task  Force  2000 
877-317-3458 
Military  Historical  Tours 
703-212-0695 
Walkertiill  Travel  and 
Tours  800-383-0556 


•  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  MAY  2000 


AUTHENTIC  COMMEMORATIVE 
MILITARY  WATCHES 


One  ot  a  Kind  Wrist  Watcli! 


DISPLAYS  YOUR 
SERVICE  BRANCH 
OFFICIAL  INSIGNIA 
IN  FULL  COLOR 
ON  THE  FRONT 


FREE  Engraving  of  your 
Initials,  Division,  and 
Years  of  Service 


•  Limited  Edition 
•  Individually  Numbered 
Fine  Sv^fiss  Quartz  Movement 


In  honor  of  those  who  proclaim  their  patriotism  by  serving  in  our 
country's  Armed  Forces,  we  proudly  present  this  extraordinarily  craft- 
ed and  very  affordable  United  States  commemorative  watch.  It's 
exclusively  designed  for  men  and  women  and  their  spouses,  who 
have  served  in  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines.  A  true  keepsal<e 
that  you  will  treasure  for  years  to  come.  Its  distinctive,  rich  styling 
proudly  displays  your  service  branch  insignia  in  full  color  and  clear 
detail.  Its  many  outstanding  features  include  beveled  14K  goldtone 
layered  and  silvertone  trim  and  14K  goldtone  dials.  For  night  vision 
illuminating  hands  glow  in  the  dark.  The  American  Bald  Eagle,  in  his 
inspiring  grandeur,  is  proudly  displayed.  All  this  plus  date  indicator 
and  a  fine  quartz  Swiss  movement  that  is  accurate  within  seconds 
per  month.  Comes  complete  with  an  elegant,  adjustable,  two  tone 
gold  and  silver,  interlocking,  highly  polished  watch  band.  This  is  truly 
a  proud  watch  to  wear.  The  back  is  engraved  with  your  initials,  the 
Armed  Force  division  of  which  you  were  a  member,  and  the  years 
you  served.  This  is  a  Limited  Edition,  with  each  watch  being  individ- 
ually numbered.  This  ruggedly  built,  fashionable  watch  is  perfect  for 
all  occasions. 


roeer  Creek  Products,  Inc.  Dept.  E228 

I  3038  N.W.  25th  Avenue,  Pompano  Beach,  FL  33069 
I  30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 

I  □  One  Military  Watch  Is  only  $49.95  plus  $3.50  shipping. 


□Two  Military  Watches  only  $89.95  plus  $5.00  shipping. 


Indicate  quantity  of  each  . 

□  M  /  □  W  Watch  _ 
Initials:  .Yr.  

□  M  /  □  W  Watch  

Initials:  Yr.  


 _Men's  (M)  / 

_Army  Navy  _ 


 Women's  (W) 

Air  Force  Marine 


_to  Yr._ 
_Army  _ 
_toYr._ 


,  Division/Branch  

Navy  Air  Force  _ 

Division/Branch  


Enclosed  is  my  payment:  □  Money  Order   □  Check 
□  Mastercard       □  Visa  □  Cash 

 Exp.  Date_ 


Card  No._ 
Signature_ 


Name_ 


I 
I 


.Zip_ 


^^VITS®  ^ ^     The  Veterans'  Connection 


VETS®  is  a  private  veterans  program  that  provides  The  American 
Legion  with  information  about  reunions,  helps  veterans  locate  old  buddies 
and  offers  other  special  benefits  and  services  to  veterans  and  their  families. 

REUMIOiSI  INFORMATION  ~ 

This  month  we  have  listed  many  groups  that  are  planning  reunions. 
Information  is  provided  free  to  Legion  members  and  other  veterans  who 
write  VETS  and  enclose  the  5-digit  VETS  number  of  each  reunion.  VETS 
maintains  reunion  and  contact  information  for  more  than  12,000  outfits. 
Reunion  information  is  also  available  at  no  charge  on  the  Internet  at 
www.vets.org.  Many  Ubraries  and  schools  will  provide  Intemet  access  free 
for  veterans  with  no  Intemet  access  or  computer  skills.  We  regret  that  due 
to  call  volume  we  cannot  accept  phone  requests  for  reunion  information. 
See  "How  to  Use  VETS  Services"  below. 

OUTFIT  ENROLLMENT  IS  FREE 

Coordinators  may  list  reunion  information  with  VETS  at  no  charge. 
Information  may  be  submitted  electronically  via  the  VETS  website  or  on 
official  forms  by  writing  VETS®.  Individuals  planning  new  reunions  or 
offering  themselves  as  points  of  contact  for  possible  new  reunions  may  also 
register  at  no  charge. 

THE  NATIONAL  VETS®  ARCHIVES 

The  National  VETS  Archives  is  a  free  historical  registry  for  veterans 
who  want  to  be  listed  on  the  VETS  roster  for  each  outfit  in  which  they 
served.  Registration  is  free  but  to  ensure  accuracy,  must  be  on  official 
archive  forms.  Registration  may  be  done  electronically  at  the  VETS  Inter- 
net home  page.  VETS  uses  the  archives  to  develop  historical  rosters  and 
reunion  contact  information.  Deceased  veterans  may  be  enrolled  posthu- 
mously by  a  family  member. 

FINDERS/SEEKERS® 

Each  year  for  nearly  a  decade.  VETS  has  helped  thousands  of  veterans 
get  in  touch  with  their  outfits  and  buddies.  Ann  Landers  and  Dear  Abby 
have  shared  our  success  with  millions  of  their  readers  and  now  due  to  tech- 


nology and  demand,  Finders/Seekers  has  moved  to  the  Intemet.  A  search- 
able Ust  of  our  active  files  is  available  on  the  VETS  home  page.  We 
encourage  all  veterans  to  check  this  registry  to  see  if  someone  is  trying  to 
find  them.  Individuals  who  order  Finder/Seekers  will  have  their  requests 
fisted  and  also  receive  our  free  tips  on  how  to  locate  missing  veterans.  Cost 
is  a  non-refundable  $15.  Please  do  not  send  cash.  We  accept  checks, 
money  orders  and  MasterCard,  Visa  and  Discover  cards. 

VETS®  BENEFITS 

Veterans  who  enroll  in  the  National  VETS  Archives  are  eligible  for  a 
variety  of  products  and  services  offered  by  VETS.  Veterans  who  qualify 
automatically  receive  notices  about  their  outfit  reunions,  free  or  discount- 
ed Finders/Seekers  services  and  other  VETS  consumer  benefits.  In  most 
cases,  VETS  benefits  can  be  extended  to  other  famOy  members  and  the 
survivors  of  deceased  veterans.  Details  are  available  on  the  VETS  web- 
site or  by  writing  VETS. 

HOW  TO  USE  VETS®  SERVICES 

To  promote  better  accuracy  and  faster  response,  and  except  for 
reunion  information  requests,  official  VETS  forms  should  be  used  to  sub- 
mit information  or  request  other  services.  Forms  are  available  free  on  the 
VETS  website  at  www.vets.org  or  they  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
VETS  at  P.O.  Box  901,  Columbia,  MO  65205-0901  and  enclosing  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  #10  (long)  reply  envelope.  VETS  normally  responds 
to  all  written  requests  the  next  business  day.  To  keep  costs  low  and  still 
handle  thousands  of  requests  each  week,  VETS  does  not  accept  phone 
calls  for  reunion  information.  In  an  emergency,  messages  about  other  ser- 
vices may  be  left  on  the  VETS  voice  mail  system  24  hours  a  day  at  (573) 
474-4444.  You  can  also  reach  VETS  via  e-mail  at  admin@vets.org. 

VETS®  and  FINDERS/SEEKERS®  are  registered  trademarks  of 
Vets  Data  Corporation. 


 AIR  FORCE  

1 5th  Radio  Sq.  Mobile  #22250;  1  st  AACS  MOB 
#23478;  22nd  Rescue  Boat  Sq.  #22463; 
435th  TC  Wing  "Flamingo  Wing"  #21 241 ; 
454th  Bomb  Sq.  #20448;  59th  FIS  (Otis  AFB 
1951-52)  #40019;  623rd  AC&W  (Okinawa 
1946-present),  2152nd  Comm.  Sq.  #22831; 
661 5th  Air  Transport  Sq.  #4001 2;  8th  AF, 
351st  Bomb  Grp  #24190 


ARMY 


134th  Rgt.  WWII  #15531;  375th  FA  Bn. 
#15646;  39th  AAA  Bn.,  35th  AAA  Bde.  HQs 
#24076;  451st  AAA  Bn.  #11524;  456th  AAA 
Bn.  #21663;  4th  Arm'd.  Div.  #16402;  4th 
Infantry  (IVY)  Div.  #14550;  529th  FA  Obs.  Bn. 
#15386;  533rd  EB&SR  #16356 
5th  RCT  #1 41 04;  601  St  Tank  Bn.  #1 6458; 
62nd  Signal  Bn.  #12150;  68th  AAA  Gun  Bn., 
508th  Ops.  Del  #1 6721 ;  741  st  Tank  Bn. 
#19509;  772nd  MP  Assn.  #19911 

8221st  AU  (Korea  1950-54)  #40015;  88th  Inf. 
Div.  "Blue  Devils"  SE  Chap.  #20427;  94th  Inf. 
Div.,  302nd  Inf.,  Co.  L  #16446;  95th  AAA  Gun 
Bn.  #23556;  HQS  V  Corps  Assn.  #1 0115; 
Society  of  1st  Inf.  Div.  (Big  Red  One)  #15354 


ARMY  AIR  CORPS 

17th  Bomb  Grp./Wing  #21005;  1st  Aircraft 
Assembly  Sq.  #12517;  410th  Bomb  Grp.,  ETO 
WWII  #20298;  459th  Bomb  Grp.  #15186; 
464th  Bomb  Grp.  (H),  15th  AAF  (WWII) 
#16844;  494th  Bomb  Grp.  (H)  WWII  #20847; 
49th  Fighter  Grp.  #16929;  507th  Fighter  Grp. 
(le  Shima)  #13052;  5th  AF,  405th  Signal  Co. 
(AVN)  WWII  #22706;  5th  AF,  502nd  TCG 
(Korea)  #23899;  5th  AF,  5th  Sta.  Hospital  WWII 
(108th  Sta.  Hospital)  #20038 

5th  AF,  80th  Service  Grp.  WWII  #19608;  5th  AF, 
HQ /HQ  Sq.,  314th  Comp.  Wng.  (WWII  &  Korea) 
#1 6841 ;  5th  AF,  HQ  VBC  (5th  Bmb.  Cmd.) 
WWII  #23213;  68th  Fighter  Sq.  WWII  #20443; 
9/1 5th  AF,  323rd  Grp.,  331st  AserSq.  (Africa, 
Italy  WWII)  #10666;  P-51  Mustang  Pilots 
#16783;  W&B  Flying  School  #22764 


 MARINES  

1st  Mar,  Div.,  2/7  Golf  (Vietnam)  #40023;  3rd 
Mar.  Div.,  11th  Engr.  Bn.  (Dong  Ha  1965-70) 
#17125;  Iwo  Jima  Survivors  Assn.  #40009; 
Mike  3/7  #14430;  USMC  Vietnam  Helicopter 
Assn.  #40010 


MISCELLANEOUS 

All  Navy  &  Marine  Utility  and  VC  Composite  Sqs. 
#40017;  Allen  Military  Academy  (Bryan,  TX) 
#12373;  Vulcan  Air  Base;  2nd  FIS,  19th  SFTS, 
BCATP  Flying  Schools  #40020;  Yokohama 
Amehcan  High  School  (1947-52)  #21450 


NAVY 


37th  NCB  #18322;  62nd  Seabees  WWII 
#18462;  Basic  Tmg.  Co.  859  San  Diego  1951 
#40016;  LST-1001  #18158;  LST-124 
#10520;  LST-528  #22819;  LST-889  #40022; 
NAS  Grosse  Isle  #40006;  NCB-93  #18473; 
RNMCB-20  #40004;  Signalman  Class  11 -A-45 
#231 58;  USN  Armed  Guard  WWII  #1 1 030; 
USN  Mail  Service  #13960;  USS  A.  A. 
Cunningham  (DD-752)  #18136;  USSAcawam 
(AOG-6)  #40005 

USS  Adair  #1 1 897;  USS  Alcyone  (AKA-7) 
#23597;  USS  Bainbridge  (DD-246)  #18098; 
USS  Bumper  (SS-333)  #21201;  USS  Cavalier 
(APA-37)  incl.  USCG  Ship's  Co.  1944-68 
#20334;  USS  Chukawan  (AO-100)  #40007; 
USS  Cockrill  (DE-398)  #18649;  USS  Corson 
(AVP-37)  #17677;  USS  Dempsey  (DE-26) 
#20338;  USS  Floyd  B.  Parks  (DD-884) 
#10572;  USS  Frybarger  (DE/DEC-705)  #17690 


103rd  Inf.  410th  Rgt.,  2nd  Bn.  #15352;  103rd 
Inf.  Div.  (The  Cactus  Div)  #21864;  110th  AAA 
Gun  Bn.  #13145;  115th  Station  Hospital 
#20661;  14th  Engr.  Combat  Bn.  #22229; 
1 51  st  Combat  Engrs.  #23864;  1 57th  Enqr, 
Combat  Bn.  #15588;  157th  Inf.  Rgt,  45fh  Inf. 
Rgt,  incl.  158th  FA  Bn,  #15238;  17th  Airborne 
Div.  #16619;  18th  Engr,  Bde.,  347th  Engr.  Svc. 
Rgt  #40008;  1st  Cav.  Div.,  7th  Rgt,  2nd  Bn., 
Co.  E  (Korea)  #13558 

1st  Sig.  Bde.  (Vietnam)  #19422;  20th  Combat 
Engrs.,  20th/1 340th  Bns./1171st  Gp.  HQ 
#15365;  23rd  Recon  Co.  #23812;  255th  FA 
Bn.  #16130;  25th  Inf,  Div.  8th  FA  Bn.  (Korea 
1950-53)  #10354;  26th  Int  Rgt  #24021; 
278th  Engr.  Combat  Bn.  #15945;  27th  FA  Bn. 
#13169;  280th  FA  Bn.  #16212;  28th  Gen. 
Hosp.  #16655;  297th  Engr.  Combat  Bn. 
#22830;  306th  Field  Hospital  #15621;  30th 
Div.,  119th  Int,  Co.  G  #15610 

315th  Inf.  Rgt  Assn  WWII  #40013;  3432nd 
Ordnance  MAM  Co.  #40011;  35th  Int  Div., 
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USS  Gantner  (DE-60/APD-42)  WWII  #18455; 
USS  Goldsborough  (DDG-20)  #10829;  USS 
Guam  (LPH-9)  #23314;  USS  Halibut  (SSN- 
587)  #13238;  USS  Hambleton  (DD-455/DMS- 
20)  #17738;  USS  Wa^en  (AH-12)  #12505; 
USS  Holder  (DD/DDE-819/DE-401)  #10026; 
USS  Houston  (CA-30/CL-81)  #10311;  USS 
LCIs(1-16,  32,33,35,75,193,209,211- 
219,229,231,232,238)  #11232;  USS  Maddox 
(DD-731/622/168)  #17411 

USS  Makassar  Strait  (CVE-91),  VC-97  #23094; 
USS  Maryland  (BB-46)  #1 7421 ;  USS  McKean 
(DD/DDR-784)  #24041 ;  USS  Merrick  (AKA-97) 
#24264;  USS  Moale  (DD-693)  #23922;  USS 
Mona  Island  #4001 8;  USS  Mugford  (DD-389) 
#23048;  USS  New  Jersey  (BB-62)  #30099; 
USS  Ozark  (lSy-2)  WWII  #13453;  USS 
Passumpsic  (AO-107)  #21962;  USS  Philip 
(DD/DDE-498)  #10751;  USS  Pine  Island  (AV- 
12) #18457 

USS  Putnam  (DD-757)  #12612;  USS  Robert  H. 
McCard  (DD-822)  #10720;  USS  RoyO.  Hale 
(DE/DER-336)  #10740;  USS  Salem  (CA-139) 
#17373;  USS  Solace  (AH-5)  #17958;  USS 
Springfield  Bluejackets  (CL-66/CLG-7/SSN- 
761)  #18364;  USSSt/mA7e/-(DD-692),  USS 
Moale  (DD-693),  USS  Cooper  (DD-675)  WWII 
#21 529;  USS  Susan  B.  Anthony  (AP-72) 
#10394;  USS  Wadleigh  (DD-689)  #13882;  USS 
yose/77/te(AD-19)#17709 

VC-6  #1 3251 ;  VP-1 4  (1 939-43),  VB-1 02,  VPB- 
1 02  #1 7434;  VPB-1 8  #1 7874;  VQ-2  (1 960s) 
#40021;  YMS-425  #40014 


COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 


905  ARFS  Air  Force,  George  Foster  needs  any 
witnesses  to  verify  that  he  was  in  Vietnam 
with  the  905th  Air  Refueling  Squadron  from 
1967-1971.  1421. 


IN  SEARCH  DF 


Anyone  who  served  aboard  the  USS  Sanborn 
APA-193  from  1952-1955  contact  Maurice 
St.  Pierre,  349  Arlington  Ave.,  Warwicl<,  Rl 
02889. 

Anyone  who  left  for  Italy  from  New  York  City  on 
Nov.  30, 1945,  aboard  the  USS  Richardson 
contact  Robert  L.  Wright,  P.O.  Box  333, 
Palisade,  NE  69040. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  U.S.  Army  270th 
Signal  Construction  Company  in  northern 
France,  Belgium  and  Germany  in  1945  contact 
A.J.  (Woiters)  Sablitz,  6707  North  Greenview 
St.,  Chicago,  IL  60626  or  phone  773-262- 
4226  or  email  ssablitz@clausen.com. 

Anyone  who  served  with  1 041  EGGU  contact 
Richard  J.  Tuscani,  180  Locust  Dr.,  Mastic 
Beach,  NY  11951. 

Anyone  who  was  a  member  of  the  820th 
Medical  Air  Evacuation  Squadron,  317th 
Troop  Carrier  Wing,  5th  USAAF  from  October 
1943-March  1946  contact  John  Cantando, 
1064  Admiral  Pi.,  Eimira,  NY  14901  or  phone 
607-733-5781. 


Francisco  Santiago,  Dept.  of  Puerto  Rico.  Nat'i. 
Foreign  Council  Vice  Chmn.  1994-1997,  Dept. 


Cmdr.  1997-1998  and  numerous  Department 

positions  1994-1998. 
Thomas  W.  Streeper,  Dept.  of  Alaska.  Nat'i. 

Americanism  Council  Memb.  1968-1971, 

1973-1978,  Nat'i.  Counter  Subversive 

Activities  Cmte.  Memb.  1971-1973,  Dept. 

Cmdr.  1982-1983,  Nat'i.  Cmsn.  on  Child  & 

Youth,  Region  8  Memb.  1987-1998,  Nat'i. 

Executive  Cmte.  Ait.  1994-2000,  Nat'i. 

Economic  Cmsn.  1998-2000  and  numerous 

Department  positions  1976-2000. 
Thomas  Dale  Alford,  Dept.  of  Arkansas.  Nat'i. 

Dist.  Guests  Cmte.  Memb.  1959-1961,  Nat'i. 

Americanism  Cmsn.  Vice  Chmn.  1961-1962, 

Nat'i.  Counter  Subversive  Activities  Cmte. 

Memb.  1960-1961,  Nat'i.  Inter-Amer.  Cmte. 

Memb.  1961-1962,  Nat'i.  Americanism  Cnci. 

Vice  Chmn.  1962-1963,  Nat'i.  Dist.  Guests 

Cmte.  Vice  Chmn.  1983-1993,  Dept.  Cmdr. 

1992-1993,  Nat'i.  Foreign  Relations  Cnci.  Vice 

Chmn.  1993-1999,  Nat'i.  Security  Cmsn. 

Memb.  1994-2000  and  numerous  Department 

positions  1991-1999. 
Jerry  H.  Newman,  Dept.  of  Alaska.  Nat'i. 

Counter  Subversive  Activities  Cmte.  Memb. 

1965-1968,  Nat'i.  Americanism  Cnci.  Memb. 

1968-1969,  Nat'i.  Veterans  Preference  Cmte. 

Memb.  1969-1971, 1974-1976,  Nat'i.  Foreign 

Relations  Cnci.  Memb.  1976-1978,  Dept. 

Cmdr.  1979-1980,  Nat'i.  Naval  Affairs  Cmte. 

Memb.  1984-1987  and  numerous  Department 

positions  1976-1987. 


Advertisement 

Free  to  U.S.  Vets 
of  All  Services 

Plus  All  Family 
Members  Over  Age  50 

Washington  DC  (Special)  An  amazing 
new  report  out  today  reveals  thousands 
of  little-known  Government  give-aways 
for  people  over  55.  Records  show  that 
each  year,  many  of  these  benefits  are 
NOT  given  away  simply  because  people 
don't  know  they're  available...  and  the 
government  doesn't  advertise  them. 
There  are  details  about  getting  free 
prescription  drugs,  dental  care,  legal 
help,  free  money  to  remodel  your  home, 
how  to  get  paid  to  travel,  and  much, 
much  more.  Many  of  these  fabulous 
freebies  can  be  yours  regardless  of 
your  income  or  assets.  You  can  learn 
more  by  simply  writing  for  MORE 
information.  Send  your  name  and 
address  today  to:  Free  for  Seniors, 
Dept.  FS1333,  718  -  12th  St.  N.W., 
Box  24500,  Canton,  Ohio  44701.  To 
help  us  cover  printing  and  postage, 
$1  would  be  appreciated,  but  not 
necessary.  ©2000  too  fdo216so2 





CONCENTRATED  ^ 

Glucosamine 
&  Chondroitin 

The  Original  2  Caplets 
Per  Day  Supplement! 


Glucosamine 


Enjoy  renewed  FLEXIBILITY  with  GLUCOFLEX  " 
2  PER  DAY  Glucosamine  with  Chondroitin  Sulfate. 

•  Helps  Improve  Joint  Flexibility 

•  Helps  Lubricate  Joints  for  Relief 
from  Pain  and  Stiffness 

•  Helps  Repair  Connective  Tissue 

Concentrated,  Full  Strength  6LUC0FLEX'" 
2  PER  DAY  contains  1500  mg  of 
Glucosamine  along  with  1200  mg  of 
Chondroitin  Sulfate  in  just  two  easy  to 
swallow  caplets. 

6LUC0FLEX"  is  also  available  in  a  full 
potency,  delicious  Orange-Flavored  Drink, 
and  Original  and  Double  Strength  formulas 
which  contain  soothing  herbal  extracts. 

And  try  new  GLUCOFLEX"  products 
including  Arthritis  Relief  Topical  Rub  and 
Arthritis  Support  Formula  with  Glucosamine 
and  herbal  extracts. 

GLUCOFLEX'"  products  are  available  at 
CVS/pharmacy,  Rife  Aid,  Osco,  Sav-On, 
Giant  Food,  Discount  Drug  Mart,  and  fine 
pharmacies  carrying  Windmill  vitamins. 
For  the  store  nearest  you  call:  800-822- 
4320,  M-F,  9-5,  ET.  (All  products  not 
available  at  all  stores). 


^WINDMILL-'" 

HEALTH  PRODUCTS 

A  Division  of  Vifaquest  Internafional 
www.windmillvitamins.com 


TTiese  saemenls  have  rx)!  been  evaiuaed  by  Ife  Food  and  IXg 
Adminislrafon.  This  product  is  not  intended  lo  diagnose,  treat  ore  or 
prevent  any  disease. 


©2000  Windmiir  Health  Products 
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See  Life  From  the 
Driver's  Seat! 

►  Exclusive  comfort  features 
*■  3  &  4  wheel  models 

►  Easy  to  transport 

►  Limited  lifetime  warranty 
Call  today  for  a  FREE  brochure  on  how 
we  can  make  mobility  a  reality  for  you! 

1-800-544-3536  "^^3' 


GAIN  MORE  FINANCIAL  GROUND  WITH  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION-SPONSORED  CERTIFICATE 
OF  DEPOSIT  AND  MONEY  MARKET  DEPOSIT 
ACCOUNTS  FROM  MBNA  AMERICA®  BANK. 


Just  because  you  retired  from  active 
duty,  doesn't  mean  your  money  has  to. 
Now  more  than  ever,  you  need  the 
earning  power  of  a  American  Legion- 
sponsored  deposit  account.  For  high 
yield  savings,  select  a  Legion-sponsored 
CD  with  your  choice  of  terms,  from  6  to 
60  months.  For  high  rates  and  easy 
access  to  principal  and  interest,  choose 


a  Legion-sponsored  money  market 
account,  a  liquid  account  with  rates 
that  have  been  consistently  ranked 
among  the  nation's  highest.  Both  afford 
you  the  protection  of  FDIC  insurance 
up  to  $100,000  per  depositor.  For 
current  rates,  or  to  open  an  account, 
call  today  and  an  investor  Services 
representative  will  assist  you. 


CALL  1-800-900-6653,  EXT.  6324 

www.legion.org 

jnday  through  Friday,  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  and  Saturday,  8  to  5  (Eastern  time). 
MBNA  and  MBNA  America  are  federally  registered  service  marks  of 
MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A.  ©2000  MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A. 


ELASSIf 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY  AND  REMITTANCE 
TO:  Joan  Rizzo,  Classified  Advertising,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine,  c/o  Fox  Associates,  Inc.,  347 
5th  Ave.,  Suite  1110,  New  York,  NY  10016.  (212) 
725-2106,  FAX  (212)  779-1928.  All  classified  adver- 
tising is  payable  in  advance  by  check  or  money 
order.  Please  make  remittance  payable  to  "The 
American  Legion  Magazine."  RATES;  $23  per  word. 
Count  street  addresses  and  box  numbers  as  two 
words;  all  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as  three  words. 
CIRCULATION:  2,700,000  per  month.  DEADLINE: 
Advertising  copy  must  be  received  60  days  before 
cover  date  of  issue  desired.  All  advertisements  are 
accepted  at  the  discretion  of  the  publisher. 

APPAREL 

SUSPENDER  WEARERS!  Frustrated  with  clips  that 
constantly  slip  off  your  pants?  Our  suspenders  feature 
patented  "no-slip  clip."  Brochure/order,  (800)  700-4515. 

ARROWHEADS/INDIAN  CRAFTS  

FREE  CATALOG,  (530)  346-6029. 

BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES  

ALARMING  MEMORIAL!  Remembering  Armageddon: 
Reflections  on  A  Century  of  War,  by  R.  Bedford 
Watkins,  Photographs,  $17.95.  Little  Leaf  Press,  Inc., 
P.O.  Box  187,  Milaca,  MN  56353.  (877)  548-2431. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES  

RETIRED  ARMY  COLONEL  looking  for  dedicated 
people.  Part/full  time,  unlimited  earnings  potential!! 
(800)  896-6674  or  www.excelir.com/krepar.  

WWW.EMBLEM-BADGE.COM.  The  best  supplier 
of  metal/embroidered  emblems,  made-to-order, 
3-4  weeks  delivery,  Daisy  Crafts  Co., 
daisytpe@ms32.hinet.nel. 

CASINO  SUPPLIES/PLAYING  CARDS 


CATALOG,  (800)  233-0828. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SIMULATED  ENGRAVED  BUSINESS  CARDS.  $17/thou- 
sand,  delivered.  Free  samples.  (888)  263-6811.  

SENECASMOKES,  DISCOUNT  CIGARETTES.  Car- 
tons start  at  $12.50.  Gall  toll  free,  (877)  234-2447. 
www.senecasmokes.com. 

MONEYMAKING  OPPORTUNITIES 

HORSEPU\YERS!  (877)264-3150.  

MUSIC  &  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS 

BAGPIPES/KILTS,  (201)  385-8991. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL 


T-SHIRT  HONORING  THOSE  WHO  paid  the  su- 
preme sacrifice  from  Revolutionary  to  Gulf  Wars, 
www, celticshirts.com.  (800)  946-9480. 

MILITARY  CAPS  @  vww.flagsoftheworld.com.  

WWW.USIMAGES.COM. 


COLD  WAR  VETERAN  VICTORY  MEDALS!  (530)  550- 
0392,  www.falloutproducts.com.  

PERSONALS  

MEET  NICE  SINGLES.  Christian  values.  FREE  maga- 
zine. Send  age.  Singles-ALM,  Allardt,  TN  38504-0310. 
spiritlif@aol.com. 

ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  marriage-minded.  Sun- 
shine International  Correspondence,  Box  5500-HK, 
Kailua-Kona,  HI  96745-5500.  (808)  325-7707, 
http://sunshine-girls.com. 

TRAVEL/RECREATION 


TOUR  WWII  RUSSIAN  BATTLEFIELDS.  Leningrad, 
Moscow,  Stalingrad,  aoleg@cityline.ru,  fax:  7(095) 
420-8441 . 


WANTED 


BOY  SCOUT  PATCHES,  (214)  770-3574. 


SWORDS,  (800)  798-6167. 


OLD  GUITARS,  (800)  451-9728. 
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MOVING? 


★Display  Your  ^ 
Military  Awards! 


3000  Official 
IVIedals,  Badges, 
Patches  &  Insignia 
Army  •  Navy 
Marines 

^ilJIBi^^ftl^^*  Air  Force 
Call  for  your  FREE  Color  Catalog 

¥Scr  1-800-486-1651 


wSre  @  www.usmedals.com 


HEARING  AIDS 
uPTo  60%  SAVINGS 


30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU  BUY 


This  is  all 
yau  wear! 


GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

•  ALL  MAKES  &  MODELS     •  TERMS  ARRANGED 

•  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE      •  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 

•  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIALISTS  • 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT.  AL    BOX  1645,  ROCKFORD,  IL  61110 


While  Supplies  Last!  (t/%/\Qc 
Allatleast  100  years  old  $ '^U"^ 
in  a  Deluxe  Presentation  Case  all  3 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars  were  minted  from  1878  to 
1921  and  contain  90%  pure  silver.  Fortunately  we 
have  managed  to  purchase  several  thousand  coins 
in  Fine  to  Very  Fine  condition,.  These  same  coins 
once  sold  for  over  $100.00  each  per  set .  Dates  and 
mintmarks  of  our  choice.  Add  $7.00  for  postage 
and  insurance.  NY  residents  add  sales  tax. 
30  Day  Unconditional  Guarantee. 

Order  Toll  Free  1-800-835-0008 

Eastern  Numismatics,  542  FranklinAve.,  Garden  City,  NY  1 1530 
Visit  us  on  the  mTElWET  at  http://uscoins.com  Dept.  Al. 


Solid  Wood  Flag  Case 
Oak  $49.'5 
Cherry  or  Walnut  $59.' 

(plus  7.50  ea.  S/H) 


Goodstuff  America 
PO  Box  3709 
Hickory,  NC  28603 


888-597-8833 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


Amiga  Mobility  International 
Salutes  You!  V  / 


With  over  thirty  years  of  experience  we 
are  dedicated  to  providing  people  who 
served  our  country  with  mobility  and  independence. 
Call  for  a  FREE 
Friendly  Wheels  magazine 

1-800-MY-AMIGO 

www.  myamigo.  com 
Government  Purchase  Available  If  Eligible 


i^^^T^M  Super  i 
Heavy 
steel 
Buildings 


♦  Gambling  Books  *  Computer  Programs| 
» Las  Vegas  Nile  Supplies 
4  Playing  Cards  i  Roulette  Wheels 
^  VHS  Gambling  Tapes 


800  S.  MAIN  ST.,  LAS  VEGAS,  NV 


Call  for  60  page  color  oatalog! 

Call  800-322-2447 

Fax  702-366-0329  •  In  Nevada  702-382-9903 
www.ggss.com  or  E-mail:  ggs@fiax.net 


Celebrate  July  4th  &  All  Events 

CARBIDE  CANNON 

Mammoth  Cannons  shoot 
«ith  terrific  BANG!  Have 

lundreds  of  shols  for  few  cenls.  All  melal 
large,  rugged  cast  iron  wheels.  Machined  brass  mechanism  for  easy  loading 
and  tiring.  Authentic  tumof-century  design.  Handsome  decor  when  not  in 
use.  Made  in  USA  10  last  a  lifetime.  Available  in  3  sizes:  9"  cannon.  $59.95 
postpaid;  17"  cannon,  $109.95  postpaid;  25"  cannon  (shown  here)  with 
rapid  firing  and  automatic  loading,  $139.95  postpaid.  The  larger  the 
cannon  the  louder  the  bang!  Carbide  ammo,  about  100  .shots,  $7,50;  3- 
pack  $18.00.  Spark  plugs,  3-pack  $2.00.  Send  check,  money  order  or 
call.  Visa,  MasterCard  accepted  by  mail  or  phone.  Give  card  number  & 
expiration.  Money-back  guarantee.  Send  for  FREE  CATALOG! 
The  Conesloga  Co,.  Inc.,  Dept  AL.  PO  Box  405,  Bethlehem,  PA  18016 

**  Call  1-800-987-BANG 

www.bigbangcannons.com 


northAmerican  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  $$$ 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  Move! 

Nortti  American  Van  Lines 
offers  American  Legion  members  a 
40%  discount  on  interstate  moves. 
Let  North  American,  the  world's 
largest  professional  mover,  trans- 
port your  household  goods  with 
moving  services  to  meet  every  need 
and  budget.  In  addition  to  saving 
40%,  you  will  receive  up  to  $50,000 
coverage  on  your  household  goods 
at  no  charge 

For  more  information  or  a  free 
estimate,  call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines 

1-800-524-5533 

Email:  andy2828@aol.com 


CHANGE 
LANES 
K  SAFELY! 


WMfil^^^'^^  New,  patented  warning 
'  device  fits  onto  your  side 

rear-view  mirror  to  constantly  alert  you  when 
a  vehicle  is  in  your  driver's-side  blind  spot. 

■  Great  for  those  who  have  trouble  turning  their  head 

■  Infrared  sensor  triggers  a  flashing  red  warning  light 

■  Battery  operated,  a  snap  to  install  -  no  wiring 

■  30-day  Money-back  Guarantee  ■  One-year  warranty 


Includes  FREE  shipping  & 
handling  in  North  America 
(Battery  included) 


$79.95 


For  Visa  &  MasterCard  377492-2200 


orders, call  us  Toll-free 


For  on-line  ordering  WWW.aiirt.COm 
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A  treasured 
symbol  of  your 
service 


Finally,  you  can  wear  a  military  nng  that  doesn't 
look  like  a  high  school  ring!  Over  100  rings 
available  in  your  choice  of  silver  or  solid  gold. 

Men's  ring  prices  start  at  $127.  60  day 
money-back  guarantee.  Call  for  a  FREE  color 


brochure:  (503)731-9256  (24  hr.  recorded 
message).  Or  write:  Classic  Military  Rings, 
435  SE  85th  Dept.  A-500,  Portland  OR  97216. 
Visit  our  website  at  www.ClassicRings.com 
ICodeA-5001 


■ARM  «25to^100 


Badge-A-IVIinit 


Yes,  It  s  really  possible  by  making  and  selling  bright, 
colorful  pinback  buttons.  Buttons  cost  less 
m  to  make  and  can  in  turn  be  sold  for  $1 
or  more!  Sell  your  Badge-A-Minit  buttons  at 
fairs,  flea  markets,  conventions  and  more 
Or  promote  your  upcoming  fundraisers 
by  wearing  buttons  around  townl 

Our  Starter  Kit  is  only  $29  95  (IL 
res.  add  $1.95  tax)  and  con- 
tains everything  you  need  to 
get  started.  Call  to  order  or  ^.Jg.y 
request  a  FREE  catalog! 


Badge-A-Minit,  Dept.  AL500,  Box  800,  LaSalle,  IL  61301 
Csll  800>223>4103 
www.baclaeanninit.cot 


HealthDri 

INCONTINENCE  UNDERGARMENTS 

Underwear  That  Keeps  Your  Secret! 
For  a  dealer  near  you  call: 

#TransAqua 
1-800-769-1899 

http://www.trans-aqua.com 

Completely  Washable,  No  Linei^,  &  Saves  Up  To  $1,000  a  Year  Over  Disposables! 


Silver 
Dollar 

1921-1 
20  Coir 

L  lA  Jgm 

All  Ivlajor  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
Call  Toll  Free  1-888-260-8111 

9  Susan  Dnve^«  Wading  River,  NY  11792 

AWARD  CASES 

ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
Solid  hardwood,  gunstock  walnutfinish.  Full  1 " 
between  glass  and  black,  blue,  red  or  white 
velvety  nwunting  board.  5"x7"  -$18.95. 
8'x10"  -$24.95,  irx14-  -$29.95, 
14-X20"  -  $39.95,  20  •x24"  -$59.95.  Add 
$5.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  P.O.  Boxes) 
R.  ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 

Box  2071 -L,  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAccepted  (WritetorFREECalalog) 


L\(;S.  I  LV(;  CASES, 
'»\|{\l)KcS:  MEMORIAL 
DECORmONS 

CALL  800-628-3524 

CARROT-TOP  INDUSTRIES,  Inc. 

Box  820  Dept.18001 
Hillsborough,  NC  27278 

www.carrol-top.com 


VIAGRA.  DIDIM'T  WORIC? 


.  NOW  AVAILABLE  WTHOUT 
A  PRESCRIPTION 

.  NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL 
ECKERD  DRUGSTORES 
AND  SNYDER  DRUGSTORES 

•  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1 -800-475-3091 


It's  right  at  Eckerd!' 


Encore  Medical,  Inc.,  1002  N.  Central  Expressway.,  Ste.  341,  Richardson,  TX  75080 


MEN:  BE  TALLER 


TIRED  OF  BEING 
CONSIDERED 
SHORT?   Try  our 

quality  footwear. 
HIDDEN  heigtit 
increaser  inside 
shoes  Will  make 
you  up  to  3"  TALLER  Over  100  styles.  Extremely  com- 
fortable. Discreet  packaging.  Sizes  5  to  12.  Widths  B  to 
EEE  In  business  since  1939  MONEYBACK  GUARAN- 
TEE! Call  or  write  for  FREE  color  catalog,  www.elevator- 
shoes.com 

ELEVATORS®  0 

RICHLEE  SHOE  COMPANY,  DEPT.AL05 
P.O.  BOX  3566,  FREDERICK,  MD  21705 


1.800-343-3810 


"My 
Stair-Glide® 
stairway  lift 
takes  me  up 
and  down  the 
stairs  with 
ease. " 


Call  for  free  information  and  name  of  dealer  in  your  area. 

800-226-5312  . 

•  Stairway  Lifts  i?:^]™;^ 

•  Wheelchair  Lifts  ij,  rtiKi„'5B7n7 


ijoy  an  active 
rewarding  lifestyle! 

Scooter  LItts  &  Ramps  Available. 
Quality  &  Savings  You  Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter  Discount 


MONROE  HEARING  AID  CO. 
P.O.  BOX  A-3976  DEPT.  8 
CHICAGO,      ILLINOIS.  60690 
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VIAGRA  ALTERNATIVE 


IMPOTENCE  SOLUTION  AND  PREVENTION 
WITH  COMPLETE  VACUUM  THERAPY  SYSTEM 

•  Our  system  comes  with  four  rings, 
our  competitors  comes  with  none! 

•  No  prescription  required 

•  Shipped  in  a  plain  pacl<age 
to  your  door 

•  IVIedicare  patients  may  qualify 
for  a  device  with  no  cost  to  them 


TOLL  FREE  888-231-2486 


^NAME  

I  ADDRESS. 
I  CITY  


IMPO  TEC 
6757 ARAPAHO 
STE  711,  BOX  333 
DALLAS,  TX  75248 


CHECK/VISA/MASTEHCAFID/DISCOVER 

SIGNATURE  


*^^X    COMBAT  UNIT  HATS 


DRINK  TOKENS 

Plastic  or  Wooden  Nickels 

Custom  Printed 
FREE  CATALOG /SAMPLES 

1-800-233-0828 
KARDWELL  INTERNATIONAL 
Box  607-AT,  Orient,  NY  11957 
visit  www.kardwell.com 


U.S.  MILITARY  MEDALS-PINS 


CUSTOM  NAVY  SHIP'S  CAPS 


MEN'S  WIDE  SHOES 


EEE-EEEEEE,  SIZES  5-13 

•  FREE  catalog 

•  High  equality 
•160  styles! 

HITCHCOCK  SHOES,INC. 

Dept.  5E  Hingham,  MA  02043 
1-800-992-WIDE  www.wicleshoes.com 


MILITARY  CLOCKS 


MADE  IN  USA 

Marines  •  Army  •  Navy 
Air  Force  •  Coast 
Guard  •  iwo  Jima. 

7.5"  Diameter.  Each 
Clocl<  Hand  Epoxy 
Painted  •  Both  Wall  & 
Desk  Clocks  $12.95 
Postage  &  Handling 
$4.95  (Add  $1.00  Per  Each  Additional  Clock  for 
P&H).  Mail  to:  RAMAR  INDUSTRIES.  902  LIVE 
OAK  STREET.  TARPON  SPRINGS,  FL  34689, 
727-934-0848.  7%  TAX  FL  RESIDENTS.  CHECK 
OR  MONEY  ORDER. 


The  Monolithic'  Dome 

A  super-strong,  insulated, 


energy  efficient  anij  disaster 
resistant.  Used  for  h 
churches,  offices,  stadiums, 

slorases,  cahins  and  more.  Built  q,,,  fR^E  |„„,h„„ 
throughout  the  U  S.  and  in  many  5,9  95  ,^5  5,^, 
0  her  countries,  for  20  years,  the  i-,™,,;,. 


18001 6080001 
PO  Box  479  AL 
Italy,  TX  76651 


MARTIN'S  FLAG  CO. 


ALL  KINDS  -  ALL  SIZES  -  PROMPT  SHIPMENT 

Ask  for  our  colorful  catalog. 

Write  or  Call: 
(800)  992-3524  (U.S.) 
(800)  248-3524  (Iowa) 
P.O.  BOX  1 1 1 8  -  FORT  DODGE,  IOWA  50501  - 1118 


Are  you  moving  to  Las  Vegas? 

PAUL  DAMON 

Realtor®  ILL  &  NV 
•  I  work  for  the  Buyer  at  NO  cost 
•  VA  Loans 
ZERO  down  closing  cost  paid  by  Seller 
LAS  VEGAS  FIRST  REALTY 

1(800)592-9278 
www.avethelpingavet.com 
ONE  CALL  TO  PAUL  DOES  IT  ALL 


RESTORE  YOUR 
SEPTIC  TANK 

AND  OLD  DRAINS  LIKE  NEW... 


WITH  BIO-SURE  RECYCLING!!! 
No  More  Pumping  or  Costly  Service  Calls 
Eliminates  Waste  Build-Up  and  Bad  Odors 
Easy  to  Apply  -  Save  $100's  -  Guaranteed 

FREE  INFO  800/932-8436 


RHODES  HEARING 
FREE  CATALOG! 


EYEGLASS  HEARING  MDS 
WITH  A  SIMPLE  TUBE  FITTING 
LEAVE  THE  EAR  CANAL  OPEN 


C^ALLO^RrTE^^l 
RHODES  HEARING 
DEPTR11,  I 
3R00KP0RT,  IL  62910 
00-320-3300  EXT  R11 
R  YOUR  FREE  CATALOG!  J 


Veterans! 

Send  for  a  \'ETn(A.»i  Catjiw;  i^r  $1.1 

PIECES  OF  HISTORY 

•O  Bi^.-; 'SW.  D#pl  a:.  Caven-eek,  M  S 


Call:  480-488-1377  Fax:  1-800-488-1316 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  YOUR  WORK 

ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSIDERED 
WRITE,  OR  SEND  YOUR  MANUSCRIPT  TO: 

MINERVA  PUBLISHING  CO. 

1001  BRICKELL  BAY  DR.,  #2310,  MIAMI,  FL  33131 


5.0 


Palmer's  one-hand  operated,  double  & 
single  seat  3  wheelers  are  Gear  driven. 
FREE  BROCHURE  ■*■ 


^    Call  800-847-1304  ^-^c^ 
PALMER  INDUSTRIES  ' 
P.O.  BOX  5707RR 


ENDICOTT  NY  13763 
ALSO  PEDAL  /  ELECTRIC  1  &  2  SEATERS  & 
HANDCYCLES,  ELECTRIC  KIT  FOR  TRIKIcS 

 Visit  us  at  our  Web  Site:  www.palmerind.com  
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Of  Rats  and  Races 

The  trouble  with  being  in  a  rat  race  is  that  even  if  you  win, 
you're  still  a  rat.  -  Lily  Tomlin 

The  Age  of  Rock 

My  grandfather  had  a  special  rocking  chair  made  so  it 
would  lean  forward.  He  could  feign  attention  in  any  con- 
versation. -  Steven  Wright 


An  Elderly  Advantage 

There's  one  advantage  to  being  102.  There's  no  peer  pres- 
sure. -  Dennis  Wolfberg 

Coming  of  Age 

You  know  your  children  are  growing  up  when  they  stop 
asking  you  where  they  came  from  and  refuse  to  tell  you 
where  they're  going.  -  P.  O'Brien 


"I'll  be  the  doctor  and  you  be  from  managed  care." 

PdrtinO  Shots  The  American  Legion  Magazine  m\-  and  telephone  number  of  the  person  Parting  Shots  Editor 

.  ,      y      .    .  comes  anecdotes,  jokes  or  submis-  submitting  the  material  for  verification.  The  American  Legion  l\/lagazine 

J0K6S  WdntBCl  sions  for  "Parting  Shots."  Submissions  ($25  will  be  paid  for  submissions  that  P.O.Box1055 

should  include  the  name,  hometown  are  published.)  Send  submissions  to:  Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
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Amazing  Cmgreen  Grass  Deyeloped  by  Unii/ersify  Seienfisfs! 


A  Lush,  Green  Lawn 
Winter,  Spring,  Summer  &  Fall! 


Incredible  *Tour  Seasons"  evergreen 
grows  FAST  -  FAST  -  FAST  -  starting  in  just 
five  short  days...Stays  lush  and  green  even  in 
December  as  it  does  in  May! 


Barefoot  soft,  golf  course  green, 
All  year  round! 

Think  of  it!  You  can  have  an  evergreen  "maga- 
zine cover"  lawn  all  four  seasons  of  the  year! 
Even  in  the  hottest  days  of  summer...  even  in  icy, 
-20°F  below  zero  freezing  blizzards!  A  lovely 
green  lawn  that's  the  envy  of  your  neighbors,  all 
year 'round! 

Forget  about  plugs! 
Forget  about  sod! 

Forget  about  every  other  old-fashioned  lawn 
grass  that  turns  tan  in  summer  and  fades  to 
straw  in  winter.  This  "Four  Seasons"  turf-grass 
is  an  incredible  evergreen  show-stopper,  devel- 
oped by  University  scientists,  that  keeps  its  rich 
green  color  and  thick,  lush  texture  all  spring, 
summer,  fall  -  and  winter,  too! 

And  as  if  that's  not  enough  of  a  miracle  -  this 
super-growing  University-developed  grass 
sprouts  in  as  little  as  5  days  -  covers  your  entire 
lawn  in  a  carpet  of  evergreen  velvet.  So  lush,  so 
thick,  so  compact  and  dense,  it  actually  chokes 
out  weeds,  dandelions  and  crabgrass! 

Not  only  super  fast! 
Not  only  evergreen! 

So  easy,  you  can  grow  an  entire  lawn  in  hardly 
anytime  at  all! 

Called  "Quicklawn®",  this  year-round  superb 
turf-grass  is  so  desperate  to  sprout  and 
spread,  all  you  do  is  sprinkle  the  seed  onto 
bare  soil,  then  water.  It's  that  simple! 
"Quicklawn®"  has  been  bred  with  such 
strength  and  vigor  it  withstands  summer  heat 
and  winter  cold! 


Costs  as  little  as  1e  a  square  foot! 

Why  spend  a  small  fortune  for  "half-year  grass" 
like  Zoysia  -  or  break  your  back  putting  in  pre- 
grown  "plugs"  -  or  yards  of  sod  that  can  set  you 
back  as  much  as  an  indoor  carpet  and  then  still 
take  months  of  constant  care  before  it  really 
takes  hold?  With  "Quicklawn®"  you  simply  sow 
it,  grow  it,  and  in  just  weeks  start  to  mow  it  - 
that's  how  fast  it  spreads! 

A  lawn  that  always  looks  green  — 
all  4  seasons  of  die  year! 

"Quicklawn®"  was  developed  by  University 
experts  to  create  the  optimal  lawn  that  would 
spread  out  fast  into  a  magnificent  evergreen 
carpet  and  stay  green  under  changing  season- 
al conditions,  in  all  climates,  in  any  soil.  And  it 
sprouts  fast,  too  -  within  5  days  under  optimal 
conditions! 

But  supplies  of  this  University-developed 
"Quicklawn®"  turf-grass  are  limited.  And  since 
now  is  the  ideal  time  of  year  to  plan  for  your 
perfect  lawn,  take  advantage  of  this  no-risk 
trial  offer -today! 

You  simply  can  't  go  wrong! 

Order  now,  and  you  too  can  enjoy  a  thick  green 
green  lawn,  year-round  -  for  as  little  as  1e  a 
square  foot  -  starting  in  just  5  days! 

•  Highly  resistant  to  insects  and  disease 

•  Stands  up  to  heavy  traffic  and  kids 

•  Exceptional  turf-forming  qualities 

•  Extremely  tolerant  of  shade 

•  Adapts  to  a  wide  range  of  soils  from 
light  and  sandy  to  heavy  and  clay 


No  more  winter  "straw" 
or  summer  burnout 


•GROWS  FAST!  Starts  sprouting  in  just  5  days! 
•STAYS  GREEN!  All  four  seasons,  unlike  plug- 
type  grasses  that  turn  brown  for  half  a  year. 
•WINTER  HARDY  -  SUMMER  TOUGH!  Vibrant 
and  healthy  from  -20°  below-freezing  blizzards 
to  high  summer  heat. 


NO  RISK  GUARANTEE 

Order  without  risk.  Your  satisfaction  Is  guaranteed.  If  not 
completely  happy  with  any  item  upon  receipt,  after  plant- 
ing, or  once  it  grows,  just  write  us  for  a  refund  (less  p&h), 
replacement,  or  credit  on  next  order  -  whichever  you  pre- 
fer. 


FOR  GREAT  GARDENING  TIPS  VISIT  US  AT:  www.gardenerschoice.net 


GARDENERS'  CHOICE,  DEPT.  aLGA-0002 
P.O.  BOX  8005,  HARTFORD,  Ml  49057-8005 

YES!  Send  me  enough  "QUICKLAWN®"  to  cover: 

□  500  sq.ft.  only $7.98  plus $3  p&h. 

□  1,000  sq.ft.  only  $14.98  plus  $4  p&h. 

□  2,500  sq.  ft.  only  $29.98  plus  $5  p&h. 

□  5,000  sq.  ft.  only  $49.98  plus  $6  p&h. 

□  10,000  sq.  ft.  only  $89.98  postpaid. 
GROUNDSKEEPER  SPECIAL 

□  Covers  25,000  sq.  ft.  only  $198.98  postpaid. 
Enclosed  is  $  . 

(CT,  Ml,  NY  residents  please  add  sales  tax) 
Charge  my  □  VISA  □  MC  Exp.  Date  / 


□  Mr.  □  Mrs.  QMiss  QMs. 


^..^  COOL  NO-IRON  SLACKS 

^e^wtHFull  S-t-r-e-t-c-h  Waist^ 


i 


2  Big  Side  Pocl<ets! 
2  Button-Flap  Bacif  Pocffets! 


Belt  Loops  too, 
including  Center  Back! 

1 

stone 

Matching  shirts 
only  ^10  each 

Handsome  patterns  accent  chestii 
A  perfect  match  to  the  slacks! 
Handy  chest  pocket.  Roomy 
sleeves.  Cotton/polyester  knit. 
100%  Wash  &  Wear.  Imported. 
Sizes:  S(34-36),  M(38-40), 
L(42-44),  XL(46-48), 
2XL(50-52),  3XL(54-56) 

and  4XL(58-60) 
All  sizes  one  low  price! 


Haband  1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Peckville,  PA  18452 
Send  pairs  of  slacks  &  shirts.  I  enclose  $  


purchase  price  plus  $3t85  toward  postage  and  insurance. 

Postage  is  FREE  on  thiiS  order!  GA  residents  add  sales  tax. 


WAISTS:  32  34  36  38  40  42  44 
PLEASE  ADD  $3  PER  PAIR:   46  48   50  52  54 
INSEAMS:   S(27-28),   M(29-30),   L(31-32)  XL(33-34) 


Slacks  2  for 


Matching  Shirts  $fO  each 


The  cool,  crisp  cotton  and 
polyester  poplin  is  just  right 
for  long  hot  summer  days  & 
it's  100%  NO  IRON  machine 
wash  and  dry  easy  care  too. 
Plus  you  get: 

•  Full  elastic  waist  AND 
belt  loops 

•  Front  zipper  and 
snap  closure 

•  NO-IRON  wash  &  wear 

•  2  front  pockets 

•  2  back  flap  button  thru 
pockets 

•  6  FAVORITE  COLORS: 
Choose  from  Berry,  Black, 
Stone,  Tan,  Cadet  Blue  & 
Maize  and  shirts  to  match!  . 

Duke  Habernickel  ■ 

1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Peckville,  PA  18452 

100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


7ER-0TR 

What 
Waist? 

What 
Inseam? 

How 
Manvf? 

I 

5  7ER-1NC 

What 
Size? 

How 
Many? 

02 

Tan 

JJ 

Cream  Shirt 

MP 

Maize 

EA 

Berry 

05 

Blue  Shirt 

01 

Black 

6G 

Grey  Shirt 

5J 

Cadet  Blue 

91 

White  Shirt 

JH 

Stone 

2S 

Tan  Shirt 

□  Check 

Card  #  

Mr.  Mrs. 
Address  _ 

Apt.  #  

State  


□  Visa  □  MC  □  Discover/NOVUS®  Exp.: 


City 


Zip. 


H  For  fastest  possible  service  call  1-800-742-2263  Order  24  hours  a  day,  7 days  a  week! 


